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AUCTION SALE ROMANG

SMALL FORTUNES HAVE BEEN
'MADE.

Articles Knocked Down for a Song
Which Proved to be Very
Valuable.

“Of course I have met. with a
good many jinteresting experiences
during my c¢areer as an auction-

*  eer,”’ relates ‘Henry ‘Stevens 1n
the Strand Magazine, = “‘but the
‘most _striking of them all eccurred,

shink, in comnection with a great
s egg. . *

‘“Some years ago a young fellow
rode. oyer to an dbscure furniture
ssie'at the countiy village in the
hopo of sscuring a bargain to help
in furnishing & home in view of his
intended marriage. And a bargain

~ he did get, though not of the kind
he originally thought of.

“‘One of the lots put up for sale
was a basket full of shells, eggs
and other oddments which had at-
tracted the attention of an old lady

" who happened to be presgnt. Just
as they were on the point of being
knocked down to her the young
man was, struck with the appearance
of twolarge eggs in the basket,
angd th'nking he migitt as well have
them as curiosities he started to
bid, with the result that the lot was
#pocked down to him for $9.

“VALUABLE EGGB.
- “Upon examining the eggs it oc-
eurrad to him that he might be able
to make a slight profit on their sale.
He gecordingly wrapped them up In
¥ ai handkerchief and brought them

i, T ?ﬁ soot as 1 washed ‘off the
- _grime ‘which covered them I discov-

-

~ered that they were eggs of ?‘o'h“,flanda;besmvm sage counsél begot of

8 bird than the great auk, and as
v - - the result of their salea few weeks
s,htcr;} “banded the astute young

O bargain hunter'a check for $2,000,
: “ " which was sufficient to set him up,

iip business. . o N

5 th“ﬁﬂﬂth“ ‘Eéllefwhic_h' I coﬁducﬁ
oﬁ? an old pictureso cover
mcal dirt

i houtinz in a loud voicelf ; '
B L L o wes destroped LIN ‘MERRY OLD ENGLAND

he possessed the only specimen in

-| the worid.”’

: -
HOW THEY WORKED IN JAPAN

Before the Factory System Was
Adopted.

When Japan was opened to
trade, its manufactures were all
such as the world itself indicates—
hand-made. This was favorable to
artistic accomplishment, and to a
degree it accounts for the perfec-
tion of Japanese work before the
factory system .was adopted. Mr.
Lewijs Wingfield, in his ‘‘Wanders
ings of a°Globe-Trotter,”” tells how
the work used to be-carried on in
the homes of the people. The ac-
count will remind some readers of
what domestic life was here in ear-
lie days.

“Families of artificers work to-
gether at home on a common ob-
ject, which, when completed, will
find its way to the storeroom of the
middleman.  But it is more amus-
ing .and instructive to penetrate
irto the remote homes of the work-
people than to sit sipping .the tea
of the shopkeeper. It'is interesting
to watch the progress of the work,
to mark how happily and sociably
each family, squatting in & circle
on the floor, performs its labor.

““A young man is busily and deft-
ly fashioning wooden*trays; a-little
boy at his elbow rubs them smooth
with ‘sandpaper.  JTwo daughters,

| chatting and- laughing merrily, are
laying “;"t““d@t‘(’g,é;yeg ?f a Sl('iuc;z onthe Admiralty to urge the claims’ bic in’
:!]‘12“;;:& su:;(;iov:xslands ;re;:;\e eit{ of the port as a-site for a naval both dry

for the many processés that end in
-gcld lacquer.  The wife with, skil-
ful fingers draws designs; the hus-
band inlays upon - them pieces of
m¢ ther-of-pearl or ivery ; the anci-
ent grandfather critically frowns,

| leng experience: .
. *“Thus ‘each article passes from
| bond to hand, an object of pride to

ily is responsible for some part of
its: successes. A comuron interest

{at:d .constant intercourse bind them

and grime that it was al-

- most impossible -to see what it was.
- Xike. . This was hung upon the wall

in_a prominent. position, but did
: ntly find in- the

ery effort on the|

neer it was éven-
. = '

- . quité casually in-order fo wa

i uring which he had ‘to

@ train. Taking a great

/ %o/ the frame, which was of

" BLACKENED WITH AGE,

 %e hazarded a bid of 85, at which|

. pricc it was knocked down to him
- without any competition. -

A% he'did not want the picture

sked the auctioneer whether he

would mind trying to get & hid for

L if ‘he cut. it out of the frame; and

t

fogether. = - : ,

“] was anxious, @oe, to possess
myself of 'a ‘metal dish curiously
wrought, bus I demurred somewhat
‘at the price.. - - :

& ‘Remember,’ observed the fa-
or pi‘the family, with a smile,
that this dish occupied all of us

3

lwhom you see sitting here for 2
period of eight months. Rent and
clcthes, the modest sustenance ¢ of
myself and wife and of these my
dear children, are represented by

{that work of art. If you consider

the- matter ‘in this light, you will
not find that the dish is dear.”””

AN ARISTOCRATIC BEGGAR.
Mexican Mendicant Wonld N¢t Ac-
; cept Less Than Ten Cents\

“Even a beggar may have pride—
at least in Mexico. At a railroad-

| station in that country, says Mr.

'W. E. Carson in his book, “Mexi-
¢o,”" he ‘noticed, standing a little

mendicants, a melancholy-looking

being answered in.the affirmative, ‘Mexican, wearing a rather batter-

%e took out his knife and neatly cut/ €d brown felt sombrero, his limbs

. through. the ‘canvas all round the

; .dao' '.’r A e » ;
5 v‘#“l.. ‘ned 3: Ja.st'onishment huolf
gelf and all -present when -hid-
sn< behind the canvas he discov-
- erel five bills for 8100 each. Evi-
.dently the picturs had-been used
$0 conceal the savings of some pre-
% Q%BNR' who had died without
asel the  secret- - and whose
m'- fortune. thus came into.

ids of a total stranger.
jould quote as vefy interest-
sale at Rutland Gate, where
were only the remsins of the
ire; 8 firm having been al-
ce¢ what they chose to
ns. It .was accordingly
after the-nature of a rummage sale,
bat in one -cupboard, which had
been overlooked, were what _the

junior-clerk described as _ .

THREY SILVER CUPS.

- The actioneer was sitting in his of-
fice_ when a gentleman drove up in
: "m hansom ' cab, anxious to speak
abcut these cups, for which he of-
fered no less than $1,500.
(;)i‘,i";l‘ehe auctioneer was so much sur-
" pticed that he thought his visitor
~ must have some reason for this high
" Bid, and he wisely determined not
%o take the first offer he received.
#3*0L:, Ldon’t think they will take
}\at-,’ he said, and with this an-
§iswer tlie gentleman had to be con-
' gent. An expert was called on to
3 examine the so-called cups, and he
% discovered them to be in reality
i ‘mixteenth century chalices for which
himself made an offer of $2,100.
¢ three cups were subsequently
¥ for 85,750, but it was only by
* $he slightest chance that they had
i-mou gone for 'a mere song.
7. “] shall never forget an incident
;which occurred in connection with
the sale of some valuable shells.
The bidding for one large shell in
particalar was much more brisk
thar I had anticipated, but the rea-
son for this became apparent when
st last it was knocked down to a
gentleman in a very excited condi-

encased ' in skin-tight trousers  of
thin gray cloth, adorned with num-
erous patches.  Over his shoulders

/was a hright red blanket. . He was

Struwaming away at an old-fashion-
ed mandolin 'and singing some
mournful Spanish song. l

Catching sight of me, he stopped | a large scale for the first time in;
playing and lifted his sombrers. 1| recent histoery in the coming French:

NEWS BY MAIL ABOUT JOIIN
BULL AND HIS PEOPLE.

Ov. arrences in - the  Land That
/:I\lglgns Supreme in the Com-
mercial World.

cowman named Robert Collard
was killed at Worthing by the kick
of a cow. * ht
- Of the 381 species of birds found
.in Gireat Britain only 140 are resi-
dents - of England all the year
round.
The Rev. Conrad Noel, the Boci-
alist speaker and author, has ac-

cepted Lady Warwick’s offer of theig

living. of Thaxted. <

The . strike of winders at, Staly-
bridge has been mutually settled;
the operatives accepting a redue-
tion of 6 per cent.

" Great Britain has taken pokses-
sion of Heard’s Island, in the SBoufh
! Indian ©dean, discovered by Capt.

Heard in 1853, s _

A Titbury’ woman informed the
local magistrates that when her
husband struck her she sent for the
police, thé doctor, and_the vicar,

Lying in the middle of a bush in'
a road at Woodhall 8pa., Linc-,[

Mr Sidney Steele found a live baby:

boy about seven months' old:

A deputation from.the Grimsby
“Chamber of Commerce -is t0: wait

et

i base.

¥

‘ who was removed to the workhouse

I: was stated at a meeting -of the |
Chichest®r Guardians that a ‘mdp }

BABY OPIUM

Accusation Made Against M
and Nurses in [id
TS is charged that m
babies are unconscious
ers. The habit-of gi
infants of the well 4

view; Mrs, %ampb’e‘ll,; !
that although it is usua
poor who are spoken
lessons in the care ¢
igrioranée of the:
babies which exis

avd middle  elas

Then after chargi

ignorant or-lazy nurse

‘‘If once you know the
opium you may take o 1
n}:xgbon Gardens ang
ing upon a ~hundre
facgp." i '7‘

As this srtiele cau
of ‘a stir ‘theLior
sent & re rter

7

of well-to-d

quite o larg

potqnf‘ ‘dru '
childr
“The

ipter.

to ‘die had not been.  washed forj

twenty years.
The condition of Mr. Railton and

Miss Curtis, the Chelsea ,couple-whq-i-. b

I'were blown over Dover ehffs and,

I sustained extensive injuries, is stillp®

I'ail, sincé every member of the fam-| Ll nd :
$ e OT: ayor o on Qn,pre-“,

| very-grave. -

! sided at the opening of & new Sal- |

[-vation Army home which has beén

erected  in, Great . Peter street,

{ We~tminster; at a‘cost of $21,500.

) “Two officers of ,the . Italia

{ left. Liverpool for Quebec the

daj in-the Allan - liner Virgiz

with the object of scudying

'sel’s turbine ‘engines. -

| Ancient Peruvian pottery value

| at about- $25,000 has been presen

' el by Mr: Heénry Van;den Bergh

'to the British Museum through the

National Art“Collections Fund. - °
Further union relief paid to the

w B

3
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| Ncrthumberland  strikews. mgsf i

the total amount expended by thel

Miners” Association since the pass-

ing of the Dear Coal Act to nearly

$4C,000. " i
The revival in the shipbuilding;-

‘Many &

N

bee

marine engineering, ‘and:alled in- oL

dustries at Sunderland has led to a|

decision to elose the test labor yard ‘

drstress: . B

The. Duchess. of "Norfolk has pre-
| sonted a: bell, weighing 53 ¢wt., for
the Bt. Fdward’s tower of West-

opened by‘the Guardians to¥relieve !

i A :
{removed from the motley throng of-l minster Cathedral. ‘The bell will

she 1
with

ces_s'iﬁq

be solemnly blessed in a few weeks’ “Be i

time. » :
PR
" FRENCH DOGS OF WAR.
Yalue as Carriers to ‘he Tested at
Comting. Army Manoeuvres.

Dogs of war will be emplo&éd on |

went out op the car platform andjarmy manoeuvres,. and = military |

handed him five cénts. To my. as-|

men are interested in the questionl

tonishment, he politely® declined| whether the experiments will meet

my humble offering.

“Senor,”” ‘said ‘he, in choice
Spanish, with some emotion, ‘‘you
must pardon me for being unable
to accept your gift, but I am a ten-
ceut -beggar, senor, and never,
never aceept a smaller gratuity.”’

Drawing himself up with an air

of pride, he .continued, “I'shall bej
honored to sing for your entertain-fgoldiers who might otherwise es¢ape |

b
i

‘ment a song of old Sp®n or one of

for a fee of ten cents, never for less,
for I am-a ten-cent beggar, senor,
poor as I am.” ‘

Tt was impossible to resist this
tovching protest; so with an apology
I handed the courtly vagrant his
proper fee, which he acknowledged
with ‘‘g thousand thanks’”’ and a
graceful bow.

At the other end of the car the
mob of beggars were scrambling for
copper coins thrown to them by my
fellow passengers. . The melancholy
minstrel glanced at them, shrugged

our noble Mexican airs, but alWﬂysi Military writers ' recall the ‘fact |

deprecatingly. -

‘““Ah, senor,’’ he observed, “these
pcor people ! They have to work
hard to earn their bread; ood
fclk, worthy folk, well desex?ing of
ycur charity ; but they give you a
very bad impression of Mexica.
Pray, senor, do not class them with
poor musician3 like myself.”’

With these words he commenced
twa-ging his discordant instru-
ment again, and once more burst
into a song so dismal that it seemed
to make the gloomy weather even
mcre depressing.

: tﬂ}qwho directly it was handed to} The King has power to dissolve
%ﬂung. it upon the ground and|
; led it to atoms, ct the same tempted any business.

Parliament even before it has at-

his shoulders, and waved his hand|part in the battles of Granson and

with’ sufficient success to warrang
the enlistment of army dogs as &
regular branch of military equip-
ment.

The duties of the army dogs will;
be chiefly to carry ammunition and
provisions to the troops on the fir-
ing line, to convey despatches to
outposts: and to seek out wounded
t

the attention of the medical corps. |

that ‘war dogs were used in very|
remote times. The chronicles of
Pliny and Plutarch tell of dogs
used by King Agesilaus in Greece
more than three centuries before
Christ, and Cambyses the Persian;
also employed them in his Egyptianl
campaign. The Cimbrians, and
Teutons, possessed trained dogs
whose ferocity was said to be dread-
ed by the Roman invaders.

In the Middle Ages fighting dogs’
wore spiked coats of mailnarmor,
and are said to have taken o mean

Murtea between the Burgundians
and the Swiss in 1476. They were
especially effective in attacking |
horsemen: - Charles Quint had a
pack -of 4,000 fighting dogs which
served in his wars in France.
More recently, in the Mexican
campaign, the French forces found
trained dogs useful in scouting ex-
peditions, and the test Russo-Tur-
kish war trained dogs a.ccompanied;
the Czar’s forces. The present
French experiment will put the
dogs to a more severe test than be-
fore, but in these days of machine
guns it is obvious that they can
only serve in the minor capacity of
despatch carriers and for watching

purposes. .

me to finish what

a fish-monger
had disposed <
tha ground
tion made hiy ore
inclined to~ sell &b’
pricl; ~igwret s

The Romans = inhe:
Greeks their love fo
diers were fed on fish, &
ate fish, her Senato
cures in fish and
cognized ne dish
than fish. 5

Lucullus cansed a.canal {
through a meuntain near:
bring up the Bea snd I
the centre of the. gardens ¢
sumptuous villa. The love of
those days was: a mania,
mullet was prized beyond
A sauce called garum,

the entrails and blood of 1 ackerel h Y &

ana other fishes, brought high prie=
¢s, and great prizes were offered

the map who could make a similar}
sauce out of the Iver of the red|,

mullet.

In more modern times Kingsi,

have been known for theirfﬁking_;
fo- fish.” In the reign of Edward 1L,

%

in England sturgeon ‘could be serv-i .
Q on the King’'s table. Inip
France ‘fishmongers were licensed|: -

ed on

by the King. Lonis XII. was 8O

fond of fish he appointed six fish-|

mongers to supply his table. Fran-

cis 1. had twentyitwo and Henry

the Great twenty-iour. »
Under the. reign of L"%cpm‘?

fisa eating became as pog:zi R

French court ag it hacg! o

imRom2. A storx is ¥ain ' dats

fish failed to arri¥fance. |k

coast iR tis s.feet where g

being rthe teacher »wag

to the fTommy f :n,_‘

illusta, ¢ ttow g

ber, tNi

heart >3, B arter Caf’¥
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