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S it not a singular coincidence that whilst our sistet Do-
minion gayly celebrates the Ist day of July as its an-
niversary of confederation, we Newfoundlanders cm-
memorate this same day, sorrowfully perhaps, yet proudly,
in honour of those brave lads of “QOurs,” who against over-
v.helming odds faced death and won imperishable glovy
for their Native Land?

Many accounts have been published enumerating. the
achievements of the Newfoundland Regiment on July Ist,
1916 survivors have explained the attack and related their
personal experiences; some few have since traversed the
ground over which the boys fought, and are better able to
understand the difficulties encountered in the attack; so in
reality apart from deeds of personal bravery, little remains
to be told.

We are informed that this thrust at Beaumont Hamel
was unsuccessful. in that the battalions employed did not
attain their alloted cbjectives. But are we all familiar
with the direct causes of this reverse? And further are
ve all aware of the invaluable tactical knowledge gaincd
from the results of these operations, the subsequent em-
ployment of which
my intention i particularize these issues,

yrought unqualified success to British
arms? It 1S
after
this great lt:'.:LIc.

Those who ::ur\'wcd these Semme days, weil remem-

summarizing the preparation of cur Regiment for

d bricfly outlming the deeds of the day.

ber the immense preparations in the British lines for the

ofening of the “Big Drive.” Our boys looked upon the

The trench where Col.

Monchy. Mr. s standing in the irench.

Coaker i

forthcoming operations with much favour. It was to be
their first big part in the great struggle. They would soon
have an opportunity to test their metal, and each man was
satisfied that he would do his part in maintaining the con-
fidence placed in the Regiment by the Mother Country and
the Home Land. Physically they were in the pink of con-
splendid “‘camer-

ditien, aad everywhere was noticed the

aderie” vhich so .1:1;‘{‘..1}' cxisted throughout the battalion.
“Likc baited cagi

“They

Havencour
and es:am.

r
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»L-.l‘n .01 COUTHS

uwﬂug
more parti
rrounding c\m:m'y afforded exceilont
‘ne the attack, zad cvery man be-
ar with itc minutest detaill

5 in the “fight wers th2
Hanis, and Essexs, the four battalions formi:
Brigade of the 20th Divisicn. - These thres,

yet our troops compared fav-
of old England. Each

supports, and

talions of the regular army,
ourably with these tried warriors
battalion rotatorily occupied the front line,
reserve. Whilst those in the rear rested and trained, the
advanced troops were engaged in digging saps for jump-
ing off trenches, and in performing other excavating tasks
A mine chaft was constructed four hundred  yards in
length, leading dircctly under the German front line.

Forbes Robinson with the eight heroes held
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Map of British drive, July-November, 1917.
and sach soldier was made accuainted with the position of

wire entanglements and other obstacles which lay in his

path.
The preparations of the supporting artillery were cor-
before were guns soO

complete, and never

was amunition so profusely abundant:
range, frcm the French 75 mm. to

respondingly
densely massed, nor
Every ailibre and cvery
the huge fiftcen inch gun. Two of the latter werc em-
Auchon-Viilers. As the infantry
dischargiag their ton-

placed to'thc south of
these mammoth creaturcs
they were impressed with a fecling of entirc coa-
in {his branch of ‘the service,
uccessful pursuance of their plans.
The B(s
had discovercd throtugh his cspionage system that the Al-
offensive in

so cssential to the

ve had not been idle. Months before he

ng for a grand
cd and our
Hun bccame more in-
ceniplete in his Deeo

icrete. machins-gun ‘emplacements were
were

lied /'\rm’ S Were
tha ceacon advanc
the wily
counter-preparations.

prepari
Picardy. preparations be-
Came more 11()‘;:\L;x.:1:, €0
feficus and
dug-ovts and co
constrused, and 'masses of wirc
crected.

Three @ays before the attack a unit from the New-
foundland Regiment raided the cnemy lines in front of
Beaumont Hamel tor purposes of identification. - This
party met with heaw opposition but pushed on right up to
the front lind trench, effecting a gap in the wire by the aid

,entanglements

Auchony

of a torpedo. They showcrcdqms bombs upon the occu-
pants of the trench killing manyyf them.- The raiders met
with several casuaities in this Zcounter,:but the encmy
cuffered three to their one. The \tions of this party were
highly credible, and especially  the heroic way they
rescued all of their wounded unde\intense fire from the
German lincs.

On the 28th day of June surplus\it was handed in to
the Quartcrmaster Stores, and in fig ing ~1u1}m,.‘; th‘:
Regiment awaited orders for thc mar\. ty the tre
Presently however & miessage Was rece 381 that p]dﬂg had
been changed, and the attack pJpr’).ldfm foriy-eigh'
hourc, Meanvhile a fresh draft arrived@§d was posted
Although without previous\etive service,

LSers crw'cr for the f;xm,y saemad
glad of this carly opportunity to prove *hcxr\mth

Dusk on the J0th g found tha uu..fv\fhmj bat-
merchng out irém lf)' vencourt, with ¢! rypody in
o Lttle of the good spirit (the 1y ration)

The French popuiace was aw
main plans for the miorrow, and they cheerfuil
colonials “au revoir” and ‘‘bon sants,” with a pi
the safc return o the town in which they had 50 oftdpeen

to compsv‘x::.
thece “young bloods

talion
good opirits, and
in ros: of then

The bura: barn Vichic. where 13 of our lads
The four figures are stancing on the ruins.

huge minc vas laid in front of Beaumont Hamel in readi-

ness for zero hour.

During the month of June, thc officers, N.C.O.’s, and
men studied the defenses opposite their sector of the line,
femilierizing themselves with all landmarks which might
be of assistance to them in keeping direction. Their topo-

graphical knowledgc of the German trenches and gun

positions was complete, and the airmen daily supplied
them with photographs of any freshly prepared cnemy
fortifications. Thc objective was named as the third line,

were burnt alive.

VR R

billeted. The bu“alim marched straight to the trgiag
ond occupied for thc night thc deep dug-outs in th .
port trench cailed St. John’s Wood Road. Although &4
knew that on the morrow he would be subjected to

supreme - test, yet all confidéntly and cooly awaited t
da~n. Even the least optimistic believed that ere anoth

sun had set, thc caribou would leave its ‘trail througi
Beaumont Hamel, across thc Puisicux and Serre roads, \

into the villages of Miraumont and Grandcourt.
The “ten ‘per ‘cent”’

.

A

the dug-outs.

Before dawn the British artillery on a front of sixty
kilometres opened out with unprecedented volume, iliumi-
nating the surrounding country for miles in a most impres-
sive and spectacular display. The harder the guns pound-
ed the more confident the boys became, and they cheer-
fully ‘anticipated zero hour. At 6 a.m. the mine was ex-
ploded, tons 3£_.c’arth and debris were driven hundreds of
feet into the Jair. This was the signal for the advanced
battalions to attack, and over they went with a cheer. Al-
most instantly a barrage of enemy machine guns burst
forth, and before they had crossed half the distance their
ranks became seriously depleted. On they struggled
nevertheless, undaunted and hopeful of success, but ere
reached the enemy front line their strengths had
further offence being out of the question.

Brigade Headquarters in Fethart Street received this
report somewhat despondently, and when a second bat-
talion tried ,and met with a similar fate, the task looked
hopeless. But as:-Beaumont Hamel was in a commanding
position, and resistance from this stronghold was holding
up the attack for kilometres to the North and South, it was
¢hance, and that chance

they
melted away,

considered to be worth one more
fell to the Newfoundland Regiment. Company command-
ers were informed as to the situation, and they imparted
this knowledge to all ranks. For the first time our boys
realized what they were up against. Disappointed but not
dismayed, they ground their teeth for a supreme effort.

LB

Ah! It was not to be
battalions was not to be possible for a- third.

couraged by
stubborn resistance. Our
yundred yards to cover, from St. Jehn

the scle curvivor of
company. All
reached the enemy barbed wire,
-as in many places still intact, only ‘to be shot down trying
to sever the'strands with hand wire-
58 survivors of 811 men reached our lines in an exhausied
condition.
be accomplished, but glorious had been the attempt. The

ment, Waterloo, . Mzt a is desceading the
Major

the photos sl 1 were a1 by Rev.

What had been impossible for tvo
Renswed

obstacles presented themselves. The enemy had been en-

their temporary stccess and offered more
boys had an additicnal- thrce
's Wood Road to the

front li:ig. v hich gave

xluL H”

art.llery opconed an
15 beiched et fre

No: a mp-

ym ba-
hidden pits.
struggled

shetl.

olec man found himsclf
N.C.O.
casualties. A few
strange  to relate

You know the rest.. - How ¢
a platoon, an in chargc of a
ad becomc

which

officers h

cutters. At night the

The attack had failed, the impossible could not

o

Cruc:‘nun Cecmetery

remained at Auchon-Villers, with-
in cagy. 1eae11 in the cvent of requirement, and they car-
ried the breakfast tea from thc cookers to the battalion in
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where ceveral of our heroes sicep—each
figure is standinz at a Newfoundland soldier’s grave.
story of the noble steadiness and courage of these valiar
iads will live Porevei
“The heroicm shown has never béen sur-
“passc
—Sir Douglas Haig.

“I salute you individually, you have done
“bct er than the best.”
! —Sir Archibald Huater-Weston.
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Vindictive Road, Passchendaele

themselves with
imagined some

Those who have not familiarized
these opziaing Somme battles, may have
local causes c¢i failure. But not so, the causes were gen-
cral.  Each battalion along the front met with a similar
fate, and the casualties of the British Army on July the
Ist alone were upwards of 100,000. Up to that time the
science of attack had not kept pace with the
, and only when other methods and other

science of dc-
tactics were
prin-

fence
successfully emploved,
ciples truly brought home to those responsible.
The five outstanding of failure for
remedies were soon enacted may be outlined as follows:
First -
A week's
Bosche that
front. This gave the enemy every
counter preparations, and to move numerous reserves of
In fact this methed of artillery

was the science of former

causes which
The element of surprise was completely lost.
previous bombardment had indicated to the
an attack was soon to be launched on a wide
opportunity to make

troops from other fronts.
employment was only an abrupt way of whispering to the
few days we are goi look out
Notice the difference on

enemy,—'‘'In a # to attack,
for we arc coming in strength.
the 20th of November at Cambrai when a surprise attack
was launched with grand success.

Sezond:—The creeping barrage had never been tried.
In those days the guns bombarded, then ceased or lifted to
back areas, while the troops went over. In later battles
the infantry kept pace with the barrage, which afforded
them a continucus protection in their advance. Even 2
few months later at Gucudecourt, our own Regiment with-
out previcus preparation, under a protective barrage tasted
the sweetness of victory

Third .—The practi
one bchind the other w
advantageous from a military point of view. The mecthod

ce of troops advancing in waveas

as often glorious, but proved dis-

adopted when attacking without supporting barrage
Springing forward

finally
1. as learned from the Bosche himself.
by short rushes, in one’s and two's,
other’s firc, without support, won for the Royal
Newfoundland Regiment the
1918.

under cover of each
artillery
commanding heights of Kei-
berg in September,

. claughts of supcrior troops,

Mont Kemmel in the rear.

Fourth:—The smoke had not vet been
evolved. The decisive battles of the war were fought un-
der cover of smokc. For cvery one shell of H.E., two of
smoke burst on the enemy parapets, which enabled the
r the villain

barrage

troops to creep forward unobserved, and corne
in his holes. This solved the danger of crossing clear open
fields in full view of machine gunners and snipers
Fifth : =Sl shown to be ineffective in de-
ctroying wire cntanglements Later H.E. was used with
Finzally all obstructions, the
made its appearance, reviving once again
the Allicd Armics was

wapncl was
cood recsulis. the consumer of
invincible tank,
open :ri:lrc. and the advances of
1 in yards but in miles.

now, but the older mcthods could
aulty until duly tried and tested.
nged methods would prove

no longer measurce

It is tasy tosce it
, been proved
Nor v:as it k:w\\ n that the che
cuccessful, until they too were equaily tried and tested.

no: nave

Du‘ it vas on that day shown for oncc and for all, that
s:eady troops catrenched in prepared positions, with a
field of fire, arc capable of withstanding tlic om-

under conditions similar to

ch...

those I have cxplained.

Thosc who survive look back on that day four years
ago, with reverence and commemoration for their com-
rades who fell, and although their loss is deeply mourned,
yet it is some comfort to know that they did their duty un-
flinchingly, and with a courage that has never been sur-
passed, and great shall be their reward.

It is also gratifying to know that it has been decided
to ‘crect a memorial on the field of Beaumont Hamel,
honour of those brave lads who have crossed the Great
Divide. It seems to me that this place above all others
should be commemorated, representing as it does the spot
v.here so many of the best lay asleep, and where the Regi-
ment gained undying fame in its first great encounter.
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