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Hastings Park-a Mitary Depot
The Exhibition lias drawn many thousands

of people to Hastings Park, but many thous-
ands of people kad neyer seen the Park until
drawn, there by ties of kinship, their kith and
kim being mobilized there for overseas service.
Here at Hastings Park the flower of manliood
received their flrst lessons ini warfare. Here
they were metamorphosised from raw recruits
to flnished soldiers of the King. Ilere met the
son of the laborer, inechanie, farmer, with the
young men from the banks, from the law offi-
ces, from the shops and stores, from the univer-
sities, answering the eall of patriotie duty.
Many of these young men from Hastings Park
have been decorated by the King for acte of
heroisrn and bravery, some have ascended the
ladder of niilitary promotion for meritorlous
service. Some now wear an empty sleeve or
move on crutches, and also, alas, many sleep in
Flanders Fields where poppies gro-w. The
glory of their heroic sacrifices runs from shel
riven battielda across the Channel, through
"Merrie" England, acrosa the Atlantic death-
trap to peaceful Canada, across lier mighty
prairies and Rookies to H-astings Park

Yes, Hastings Park for upwards of four
years has been a great Military cradie, a great
Military sehool, from whence have graduated
a class of men who have won honor, faine and
glory on the gory battie fields of the greatest
war the world lias ever seen. Written into,
bistory are the heroic deeds a.nd prowess of
brave men down through ail the ages. When
the history of the Great War eornes to be writ-
ten it will be shown that the spirit of chivalry
still lives, tliat brave men stili live, and stili
die for the honor and glory of the good old flag,
and that i this far flung olitpost of the Empire
the bravest of the brave were found.

Hastings Park wili' ever bring fond remem-

brances to, many bereaved souls. It was
they periodically went to visit their dear
training for the task of their lives. It was I
that many last "Good-byes" were said. It
here, the pangs of separation were experiený

.When wair broke ont ini August 1914
Militia took charge of Hastings Park.
then Minister of Militia, Sir Sam Hughes, ci
to the Coast to settie detais of mobiliza
and arranged with the Exhibition authori
for the use of the Grounds. The flrst yeai
the war the Exhibition was held with mobili
troopa upon the grounds, the second yeai
happened that the troops were training in s,
mer camp at Vernon. The third year the tro
were accommodated at New Westmini
leaving the Grounds free for holding the R~
bition, and the fourth year, the nuinher
troops being small at that time remained
camp upon the Grounds, the Agriculti
Building and part of the Grounds being
apart for their occupation, so that Exhibit
work right through the war lias not beeni
pehded. The encouragement of better i
greater production being the primary objE
of the Association, it was realized that the oj
ations of that body was war work, and so
training of troops and the encouragement
food production went on side by side.

In the building up of an exhibition the w
est imagination of the promotors would ne
have conjured i their minda the establishmn
here of a great military training schooi. 'j
value to the business people of the city
Vancouver was great. For the first two ye
it is roughly estimated that one million doL).
per year was spent bere. The circulation of t
war money in the City meant good business
business bouses. Now the war is over, Ha3tir
Park should not be forgotten.

Hastings Park Camp
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