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white the broad beaches laid dry by every ebb serve, as, dressng igroundson
,which the timber is prepared for shipment.

The great demand.for space for such a peculiar traffie willmake coves:more
profitable than wharves; and, without expensive, docks, a ,general: cornmercial
business cannot be carried on to the same advantage as in-the undisturbedileveidof
a tideless harbour like Montreal.

From Captain Bell's report it will be seen that a-depth ofsixteen and ahalf
feet throughout may be attained for vessels ascending,0tolMontreal in September,
1855, and one of eighteen feet in the same month:of 1856, providedthe south:chan-
nels at Besancour and Verchères are lighted-and buoyed.

The completion of the channel to a depthoftwentyAfeet,-mayý be effectedin
1857, but wili not be delayedbeyoud.the spimmer of 1858.

To Ca ptain Bell's report, with respect to Ughts, pnd, buoys, I have nothing to
add. On the completion of the deep channel, permanent instead ofi floating -lights
should be fixed in the Lake.

The 'equirements in the harbour of Montreal Ipropose toimakethe ubject of
a separate report as soon as the plans for the sane are matured.

I, have the honoirto, be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

THOMAS C.-KEEFER,
Engineer,Harbôur Cominissioners.
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