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J. B. Boustead.
PRO\'ISIO.“ and Commission Merchant. Hops bought
and sold on Commission. 82 Frout St., Toronto.
l--u.. Brother & (o.
HOLESALE STATIONERS, and Paper, Envelope,

and Bank Book lhnuhcturrr- Nos. 3 and 4 Com-
,rll.lmlu Buildings, Yonge Street, south of King Street,
oronto.

Wm. Croeft & (‘o.,
L[AVUFACTLREM of Needles, Fish Hooks, Tackle,
Importers of Cutlery, Thimbles, Pears and But-
tons, Hooks and Eyes, Pins, Combs, and Small Wares in
‘enenl. 37 (,ulbornc Street, Toronto, Uu!

(‘hllds & Hamilton.
h ANUFACTURERS and Wholesale Dealers in Boots
and Shoes, No. 7 Wellington-Street East, Torouto,
Ontario. 28
L Coffee & Co.
PRODL’CE and Commission Merchants, No. 2 Manning's
Block, Front St., Toronto, Ont. Advances made on
mnngumeuu of Produce.

Candece ‘ (o..

BASKEBS AND BROKERS, dealers in Gold and Silver
Coin, Government Securities, &«., Corner Main amd
Exchange Streets, Bauffalo, Y. N 211y

John Fisken & Co-

RO\.K OIL and Commission Merchants, Wellington
Strnet East, Torento, Ont.

(.--dry --d huky.
RCHITECTS AND CIVIL ENGINEERS, Building Sur-

veyors and Valuators. Office corner of k(n; and Jordan |

Stieets, Toronto.
THOMAS GUNDRY,

l.y-al & lclnb.
\ HOLESALE Hardware Merchauits, Toronto, Ontario.

HENRY LANGLEY.

W. D. Matthews & Co.

ODUCE Commission Merchants, Old Corn Exchange,
16 Front St. East, Toronto Ont,

R. C. Hamilion & Jo.
I)RUDL( E Commission Merchants, .19 Jower Water
Halifax, Nova Scoetia.

H. Nexlich & Co.,
MPORTERS of French, German, English and American
Fancy Goods, Cigars, aud Leaf Tubaucoo, No, 2 Adelaide
Street, A"L‘l‘. Toronto. i 15

Parson Bros.,
l)hTROLEL'! Refiners, and Wholesdle dealers in Lamps,
Chimneys, etc. Walercoms 51 Front St. Refinery cor
River and Don Sts., Toronte,

Reford & Dillon.

1.\!&’01&1‘5!18 of Groceries, Wellington Strect, Toronto,
,Ontario.

W. l.wlnnd 6 (.o "

l“ ODUCE BROKERS and General Commission Mer-
chants. Advances made on Coasignments. Curyer
Church .nl Froat Streets, Torpato,

Sesslons, Turner & loopcr

'\KA.\L'I' ACTURERS, Luporters and Wholesale Dealer
in Boots and Shoes, Lculmr Findings, ete., & Wel-

Oat

R. Malcolm,

181 KING STREET EAST, and 8 Rossin House
Block, Torouto, Manufacturer and dealer in Saddles,

‘U

Harness, Trunks, Travelling Equipwents, and every article
wually kept in Brst-class saddle
Wholesale and

establishmeats.

| gountry is one of the most durable monuments of

Financial,
NUMISMATICS.

The subject with jwhich this science deals

derives many charms from the peculiar ad- |

yvantages offered for it in this country. It is
pot difficult of acquitement, and the means of
following it up are to be found close at hand.
A great deal of annoyance is felt all over Canada
ft present from the confused state of the cur-
pency; all calculations are confused by it, and
gndless perplexity arises. This is no new feature
in our history; many will recollect the *‘ Pistareen™
fropbles, many more the days of *‘Sterling and
Halifax"” troubles, and now we have them in the
shape of United States silver. The consequence
is, that we have a curtency such as was prohably
pever geen in any othér country, and a history of
the coins commonly to be met with in Canada
would fill a volume. | At the same time, to a
pumismatist, such a dondition of -things has its
benefits, for it affords an extensive field to cull
from. It is a matter of surprise that no move has
been made towards profiting by our advantages in
this respect, and that 4s yet no national collection
has been formed in any of our cities. When itis
ence understood and felt that the coinage of a

its history, and is considered a fair criterion of its
¢ivilization, perhaps this indifference may cease,
and some steps may beé taken towards the desired
.h\l.

The science of numismatics treats of coins and
medals. For a satisfactory description, an account
of their inscriptions, dévices, and perhaps their
domposition, would be necessary. Their artistic
treatment would be discussed, and an a¢count given
¢f the process by which a shapeless lump of metal
became a shining sovereign or a glittering shilking.
A comparison of the coins of different nations,
and of theiy relative values, would be included ;
and to render the account complete, there would be
properly camprised an account of the laws of ex-
dhange, and of the penalties which have at differ-
ent times bLeen provided by statute agninst the
utterance of forged coin. With a range so exten-
sive, it would be strange il there were not in this
study aminterest, not perhaps seeu at first sight,
but eertainly felt on closer enquiry. This, however,
i nat the sole knowledge to b= derived from numis-
matics. As an illustration to history, and to kin-
dred branches of kaowledge, the science of coins
affords important help. Itscorroborative evidence
is very valuable, and in one remarkable instance
if has fairly set history right. The existence of a

from their coins alonr, and a lost lum re-
stored—namely, of Bhctria and North Western
India— when 14 bther record of either was
left, and their mem&'y had passed away. Coins
are, howéver, pspecially valuable as preserving
some of the mbst rémjarkable features of both
| ancient and and modemn civilization. Many dis-
puted points have bedn settled by a reference to
them alone, and frequently facts have been estab-
lished by their aid shich without assistance of
this kind would fy-'n- been still in doubt
When the sequepce of coins is once brought
before us, we recoghise at once that we have
in them a clear and almost imperishable evi-
dence of events which would otherwise “have _
been completely lost bight of. The Greek ecoins
are the earliest ih point of time. Their period
extended from betwpen 700 and 800 B. C, to
about 200 A.D.—a thousand years. To these sue-
ceeded the Roman Imperial, which were followed in
their turn by the Bysantine coins of the Emperors
of Constantinople, and they gave way to the vari-
ous coinages of the different European States.
Such is a brief epitomne of their succession.! Their
testimony with ngud to antiquity, may be re.
ferred to under the following heads; our limits
but allow of our Menfidning them.

. Their general historical value bas been
tom bed upon. ¥

2. Their assistafice in geographical researches
is very important: - Oig instance will suffice—the
serpent which accompahies the rose on the coin
of Rhodes, has been thpught'to express the insu
lar position of that state. This specimen is also
an example of the tise of coins in establishing the
natural productions of the various countrids where
they were struck. Another instance miight be
added to prove this, the ear of barley on the coins
of many of the apficat cities in Southern lhly,
contains an allusion th their fertility.
3. Many of the copfised attempts at armnge-
ment in ancient agytlioclogy could be easily refuted
by reference to coibs. '
4. A complete ehain ¢f the history of art could
be made out, liuk by Jlink, from the medsls of
antiquity. The statuary and painting of the Re-
mans and Greeks are; in a great measure, a mere
memory. The cofns afe actually present, and
they can never be oblitgrated.
5. There is always 4 desire in the human breast
te have constantly pressnt the likeness or image
of those it reverenges.. Among the early Greeks
there was a positive fegr of incurring the wrath of
the gods, that forbadg fhe practice of stamping

such images on cqilis ; ‘bat after the time of Alex.

States tha-

lang line of kings has been clearly demonstrated

ander the Great it ‘becanie common.
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