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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTE-
COST

THE OCCABIONS OF SIN
s o}

“Be sober and watch ; because your adversary the
devil,'as a roaring lion, goeth about seeking whom
he may devour."—(I, St.Peter v. 8,

A good business season s this, my
brethren, for our sdversary the devil
He may now modify his roar and limit
his search, for the season itself, with its
many temptations in the form of amuse-
ments, will accomplish no small share of
his mean and villisnous work.

Do not misunderstand me. Oar re-
ligion is not stiff-necked, mor does it
exsot long faces. Recreation is neces-
sary for some, it is good for all, and
many of the amusements it affords are
haecmless snd innocent in themselves ;
but while seeking what rest and enjoy-
ment we can for our bodies, we mast re-
member never to do so at the expense of
our souls.

The Apostle in to-day’s epistle would
se:m to give us, in two words, & golden
rule whereby to govern our conduct and
safely guide us in all our recreations —
“Be sober and watch.,” Kxocess in any-
thiog is never praiseworthy, snd slways
defeats the very good it was intended
to secure. Sobriety should be practised
in all things —in our eating aond in our
drinking, in our work as well as in our
play. It is the balance-wheel govern-
ing the mental and physical powers of
the whole man.

But mark well, brethren, that sobriety
is not sufcient in itself, for the Apostle
waras us not only to be sober but to
wateh. Vain is the boast of the man
armed with a pledge, or fortified with a
firm resolve that makes for sobriety,
who does not watck, and who fancies
that he is strong emough with that shield
alone to risk the strongest tempta-

tions.

‘Watchfulness has to be employed, par-
ticularly during this season, given up
as it is to 50 much relaxation : and this
watohtalness is to be observed by all,
at the fashionable quarters of the rich,
as well as at the resorts of the poor.

The toilers have little, indeed, to
smuse them in this life, and God forbid
that they should be deprived of the few
enjoyments they sre sble to secure |—
but in the same breath I say : Better
they should die from want of recreation
than that they shou!d secure it at the
expense of their souls, at some of the
vile places at which it is offered.

Understand shis well, my brethren,
that there are some places of amuse-
ment very dangercus and forbidden to
Ohristian people. The Sunday excur-
sion, which the d tion of
God’s dsy in dsneing and drinking snd
earousing, is undoubtedly both scandal-
ous and dengerous. It robs God of the
special worship due to Him ; it only
offers to man opportunities of debating
himself.

You, who work all the week and who
have Suaday slone for rest, demand,
and may well demand, relaxation snd
recreation ; then take it and God bless
you in it ; but take it in sobriety and
watehfalness, take it with your families
about you, and take it only after you
have falfilled the positive law of wor-
shipping God by hearing Holy Mass,

Another forbidden amusement and one
of the curses of our city is the Satur-
day night picnic. Beware of it ! It is
the haunt of our adversary the devil.
Let our Oatholic young girls shun such
places if they value their virtue, for the
serpent lies hidden in the very grass
they tread. Many an innocent girl has
made her first false step at these night
picnies : and, in sorrow we have to con-
fess it, many a girl has learned at these
resorts to drink in public, without a
blnsh, her first intoxicating glass.

Fathers and mothers, if you really
love your daughters you should move
heaven and earth to keep them from
such occasions of sin and ruin. _You
should be willing to make any sacrifice,
to put yoursef to any expense, to supply
them with suitable and wholesome reec-
reation.

And what shall I say of the Catholic
young man who visits such places? I
can tell him plainly he is already the
prey of his adversary the devil ; he is
encouraging and supporting resorts that
tend to degrade women and brutalize
men. Young men, this is not a profit-
able trade you are engaged in, even if
you look at it from a natural stand-
point. Tae chances are against you at
these resorts ; you will be neither sober
nor watchful, and the result will be
ruinous to your best interests, both
spiritual and temporal.

e e e —
LIFE, DEATH, AND THE
“TITANIC”
At S,

) Dublin Leader

The sinking of the “Titanic” will
probably remain forall of us the saddest
and most terrible recollection in the
world-history of our time.

We feel the pity of it and realize the
terror and despair of those two hours
on the wreck more than we did that of
the sufferers in the far greater holo-
caust of Messina, or than we could of
any shock and slaughter of battle. Bat
one feature of the disaster—the help and
hope which our Religion gave the victims
—brings us other emotions nearly as in-
tense — blending with our sorrow a
humble thankfulness that even in the
hour when Providence seemed most re-
gardless of man's life and sufferings in
permitting such a catastrophe, He had
provided for them the means of sacra-
mental grace and an organiser of
prayer. And is it merely national
pride, or is it loyalty to our country’'s
Faith that make us glow to think that our
Irish boys ahd girls were able to teach
their poor fellow-passengers who were
born ocut of our inheritance, the one
knowledge and art that could avail
them in that extremity, and give them
a medium of intercession witk the Power
that controlled their fate ?

Was not everyone's first thought on
reading of the accident—how did they
face death ? Was there any psiest on
board to give sbsolution and to lead
their prayers for mercy ? It did not
need the presence or the exhortation of
s priest to turn our Irish kinsmen’s
thoughts to God in that moment of
utter helplessness ; but how mercifal
that one, whose mind and language they

knew, was amongst them with hand up-
lifted in sacramental power, responsive
to their heart's aot of sorrow and sub-
jection, to draw down pardon and with
voice to make the prayers of all confl-
dent and persistent enough to win s
hearing. ¥

The survivors have told how some of
the rich women, hurrying from their
cabins, looked strangely at the Irish
grl: kneeling in prayer on the deck.

erhaps the unfortunate, Iignorant
creatures, despite their veneering of
accomplishments, had never learned or
had forgotten in the obscurantist atmos-
phere of fashionable society, the elem-
entary traths of life snd death with
which the simplest of the emigrants
were familiar, '

I thiok we all felt a strange thrill of
tenderness, like a tear-drop at the
heart, when we read that the Protes-
tants and even the poor Jews jolned in
our people's prayer. We would not
exult over the failure of their own sys-
tems to satisfy their soul's needs, but
rejoice st their coming into the house-
hold in, perhaps, a baptism of desire,
and sharing the consolation, and we
hope the means of plentiful redemption
that our religion supplies.

It was natural that the Catholics’
appeal for help should find utterance in
the Rosary, and that it was to the
Queen of Heaven, to whom our race has
inherited such devotion and trust, that
the last call went up. Surely she
hearkened to that agonised cry as the
deck ssnk under them : *“pray for us
now at the hour of our death.”

We lament the young lives cut short,
the husbands and children lost, the use-
fal and kindly men and womem who
would have helped for years to come in
the world's work. Bat surely no ome —
hardly his own relatives—oan regret
Father Byles’ death. What long, happy
life of fraitful serviee to his fellow-
Christians could equal the glorious priv-
flege (though bought at & price that all
of us would shrink from) of bringing ab-
solution and hope to those hundreds in
the terrors of such a death, receiving
all of good will into the communion of
the Church and kindling faith and sor-
row and prayer in hearts that, perhaps,
had been cold for years, shouting their
ory to Heaven as the vessel sank and
going down with them into the waters
to lead their souls to what we hope was
s judgment seat of meroy.

MocHTA.

THE LITERARY ART OF
NEWMAN

™7

What is it in Cardinal Newman’s
“Apologia” that appeals so strongly
that we read and reread, each time with
increased interest and admiration ? I
had often asked myself the question,
and came to the conclusion that its an-
swer would contain the secret of liter-
ary art in the works of the greatest
master of English prose.

It is not often that a writer so attains
his ideal that in his own expression of
what he thinks to be the principles of
good authorship critics find the best de-
soription of his work. Is it possible to
find & better characterization of a liter-
ary artist such as Cardinal Newman was,
than that which he himself has formu-
lated ? “He writes passionately be-
cause he feels keenly ; forcibly because
he conceives vividly ; he sees too clearly
to be vague ; he is too serious to be
otiose ; he can analyze his subject, and,
therefore, he is rich ; he has a firm hold
upon it, and, therefore, he is luminous.
* x * * Hig page is the lucid mir-
ror of his mind and life.”

Newman might here be describing
his own *“Apologia.” Who can forget
the clear and living reflection it pre-
sents of his soul and mind sand heart,
and of that which is the most difficult
task of all to be revealed, his personal-
ity ? Ia setting himself the task of
drawing out the history of his own
mind, he says : “I recognized what I
had to do, though I shrank both from the
task and the exposure which it would
entail. I must, I said, give the true
key to my whole life: I must show what
I am, that it may be seen what I am not,
and that the phantom may be extin-
guished which gibbers instead of me.
I wish to be known as a living man, not
as & scarecrow which is dressed up
in my clothes. False ideas may be re-
futed indeed by argument, but by true
ideas alone are they expelled.”

Perhaps the firat impression one gains
from the “Apologia” is the absolute
truthfulness, feariessness and simplie-
ity of the writer. It fascinates because
it is the revelation of a great soul. The
personal quality so characteristic of
Cardinal Newman pervades the work,
but without the slightest shadow of
egotism ; and what could be more tender
and touching than the words in which
he dedicates this history of himself to
his associates of the Oratory, and to “all
those others, of great name and high
example who were my thorough friends
and showed me true attachment in
times long past” ?

Cardinal Newman's splendid mastery
of his art becomes more and more ap-
parent as we study his works more deep-
ly. Read one of thesermons attentively.
Perhaps it will not impress you as pos-
sessing any remarkable litevary excel-
lence. * Good, clear writing,” you may
say, “but I don't see where all the
artistry comes in.” And this expresses
the very essence of the master's work-
manship, that no hint of the workshop
clings about the finished product. It
all seems so easy and natural ; there is
no suggestion of the time and labor it
took to condense and clarify the
thought ; to find just the right words to
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TORTURED FROM
BABYHODD

“Fruil-a-tives” Cures Constipation
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Miss E. A. GO®ODALL
EDMONTeN, ALTA., Nov. 20th. 1917

“I have been a sufferer simce baby-
hood from that terrible cemplaint,
Constipation. I have been treated by
physicans, and have taken every
medicine I leard of, but without the
slightest benefit. I finally comcluded
that there was no remedy in the world
that could cure Constipation,

About this time, I heard about **Fruit-
a-tives’’ and decided te try them. The
effect was marvelleus.

The first box gave me great relief, and
after I had used a few bexes, I found
that I was entirely well.

“Pruit-a-tives’’ is the only medicine
that ever did me any geod and I want to
say to all who suffer as I did—'Try
this fruit medicine and you will find—
as I did—a perfect cure’

(Mi1ss) E. A. GOQDALL

““Pruit-a-tives’’ is the only medicine
in the world made of fruit and the only
one that will pesitively and completely
cure you of Constipation.

soc. a bex, 6 fer $2.50, trial size, 25c.
At all dealers or sent en receipt of price
by Fruit-a-tives Limited, Ottawa.

express theauthor'smeaning with simplic-
ity, with adwirable force and limpid
clearness, Take a single paragraph of
the Kssays or Sermons and try to re-
write the subject matter. You will
have much to do to express even all the
thought, and when it comes to reproduc-
ing the conciseness and simplicity,
strength and perspective, you will real-
ize something of Newman's litersry art.
In a letter to Rev. John Hayes, Vicar of
Calebrookdale, he gives us a peep into
his workshop, and some idea of the
labor and craftsmanship which he em-
ployed before the attainment of his
inimitable style.” . . . It is simply
the fact that I have been obliged to
take great pains with everything I have
written, and I often write chapters over
and over again, besides innumerable
corrections and interlinear additions, I
sm pot stating this as a merit,only some
persons write their best first and I very
seldom do ; but I don’t get any better
for practice. I am obliged to correct
and rewrite as I was thirty years ago.

. + « Butmy oneand single desire
and aim has been to do what is so diffi-
cult—viz. to express clearly and exactly
my meaning ; this has been the motive
principle of all my corrections and re-
writings.”

In this letter he acknowledges his in-
debtedness to Cicero, the sole pattern
of his literary style. In studying Car-
dinal Newman's life and in reading the
sermons which convey so much direct-
ness of purpose and intenseness of con-
viotion, we are able to appreciate in
some measure his power as a preacher.
“ He spoke to men of their own souls, of
their hopes, fears, duties, responsibil-
ities, striving to bring them face to face
with realities which they had, perhaps,
never previously recognized. Things
which men had been familiar with from
childhood became, under his wonderful
powers, new and awful, so that his
hearers went away from his feet marvel-
ling that what had seemed 80 common-
place of old now assumed a rare beauty
and power.”

It is no slight testimony to the great
Cardinal’s versatility of mind that he
wbo had been for so many gyears oc-
cupied with the graver phases of litera-
ture should, having turned his hand to
fietion, meet with success in that field
also. Bat there were certain qualities
of his, a wonderful and sympathetic
knowledge of the human soul, a style
flexible and idiomatic, and the
power of making real to other scenes
known only through his own keen
imagination, that fitted him better for
this work than one might at first
imagine. Ol his two novels, one “ Cal-
lista,” has taken a high place in'litera-
ture, but the other * Lost and Gain,” is
somewhat dull reading as =& story. Its
predominant purpose, too plainly mani-
fest, turns upon the religious questions
of seventy years ago in Eogland, How-
ever, the novel is well worth the reading
since it is “a description of the course
of thought and state of mind which
issues in conviction of the divine origin
of the Catholiec religion.” It abounds
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“Doe of my horses was so badly in-
jured in a runaway that I would not
have given anytbing for his chances of
recovery. I tried several liniments but
found them of no benefit, and was about
to give up in despair, when & friend in-
sisted on my trying Egyptian Liniuent,
and I must say it worked like a charm,
and saved a horse worth $200.00 for me.

I only used two bottles, and no trace
of sear is to be found.”

Mr. Lacey’s experience is matched
by that of scores of other stock owners,

who have been saved from heavy losses

by the timely use of Douglas’ Egyptian
Liniment.

26¢ at all druggists. Kree samples on
request, Douglas & Co,, Napanee, Ont.

in vivid touches and in examples of the
suthor’s power of visua'lsation, the
latter being shown especially in the
desoription of the Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament at the Passionist
monastery.

Newman knew his characters thor-
oughly and he sed the power to
make clear to readers what lies be-
yond externals ; and that is one great
secret of his literary art. In “Callists”
we come to know the Greek girl not only
a8 she looks and speaks and acts, but the
suthor shows us, as it were, her very
heart and soul and sllows us to look
upon their inmost secrets. Oallista has
been seeking the highest and best, and
now, having found one who professes to
hold the most sublime doctrines and who
might have been her teacher, she sees
how little they restrain or guide him,
how they are hardly valued as much as
his poor earthly passion. A scene for
a mester’s hand and one slmost unpar-
alleled for its strength and beauty is
that in which Callista reproaches. Agel-
lius for having placed ber bef his

ment, one were obliged to be ready for
examinstion on the transient states of
the mind which come upon one when
homesick or seasick, or in any other
way sensitive or excited.”

Surely it is the achievement of genius
to bring before us so convineingly the
feelings of the soul at desth and be-
fore the judgment seat of God, as Car-
dinal Newman has done in the * Dream
of Gerontius,” A passage such as the
soliloquy of the newly disembodied
spirit has seldom or never been equaled
in literature.

* What is this severance ?

This silence pour a solitariness

Into the very essence of my soul :

And the deep rest, so soothing and so
sweet

Hath something too of sternness and of

pain.
For it drives back my -thoughts upon
their spring
By » strange introversion, and perforce
Lnow begin to feed upon myself,

God, and » master's hand has trans-
cribed it. What surprise, remorse and
humiliation came upon Agellius, when
he heard the words : “ Agellias, when I
first heard you were a Christian, how my
heart beat | Yoar words, your manner,
your looks, were altogether different
from others who ¢came nesr me and I
hoped that from you I might have
learned more of that strange strength
which my nature needs ; but, oh my dis-
sppeintment, when I first saw in you in-
dications that you were thinking of me
only as others think, and felt toward me
a8 others may feel ; that you were aim-
ing at me, not at your God ; that you
had much to tell of yourself, but no-
thing of Him | Time was when I might
have been led to worship you, Agellius :
yolll ,hnve hindered it by worshipping
me !

Paychologists tell us that persons de-
ficient in a sense of humor can never at-
tain » high spirituality. The same is
true of literary art. Cardinal Newman’s
humor is light and delicate, more apt to
provoke a smile than a laugh; it is but
& touch here and there, a description of
» character or & word of comment upon
sohe thoroughly human absurdity or
inconsistency, but we remember it and
like him better for it.

As a poet Cardinal Newman is pro-
bably best known by his “ Lead, Kindly
Light,” which was written June 16, 1833,
when, in his Mediterranean voyage, the
ship was lying becalmed in the Straits
of Bonifacio. It seems little short of in-
spired, and has found an echo in many
hearts that have yearned for something
more lasting than the Anglican creed
could supply. There is something of
mystery about it, too : those last two
lines, what do they mean ? Newman
himself could not explain. Long after-
wards he wrote in answer to Doctor
Greenhill’s inquiry as to the exact mean-
ing of the last t o lines in “Lead, Kindly
Light :” “You flatter me by your ques-
tion, but I think -t was Keble who, when
asked in his own case, answered that
poets are not bound to be eritics, or
to give a sense to what they had writ-
ten ; and though I am noty like him, a
poet, at least I may plead that I am not
bound to remember my own meaning,
whatever it was, at the end of almost
fifty years. Anyhow, there must be a
statute of limitations for writers of
verse, as it would be quite a tyranny if,
in an art which is the expression, not
of truth, but of imagination and senti-

I have naught else to feed
upon."

Gerontius is still consclous of the
union and symmetry of soul and body
that makes him man, yet he cannot
bring home to his sense by trial that
he has the power to move, and assure
himself that he has a body still. He
knows, but knows not how he knows,
that the vast universe where he once
dwelt is quitting him or he is quitting
it. He questions whether it is he or
the world that, rushing on the wings of
light, has made the severance by length-
ening out the measurements of space, or
whether he is traversing infinity by
endless subdivision and hurrying back
from finite Yoward infinitesimal. Soon
he exp other ders :

“ Another marvel : someone has me fast

Within his ample palm : 'tis not a grasp

Such as they use on earth, but all
around

Over the surface of my subtle being,

As though I were a sphere, and capable

To be acoested thus a uniform

And gentle pressure tells me I am not

Self-moving, but borne forward on my

way.

And hark | I hear a singing; yet in sooth

I cannot of that music rightly say

Whether I hear or touch or taste the
tones.

Oh, what a heart-subduing melody !”

A remarkable feature of the poem is
the introduction of a portion of the
Churoch service read over a dying per-
son. The suthor has translated it into
Eizglhh and placed it in a beautiful set-
ting.

In the scene before the judgment seat,
vastly different effects that add to the
artistry of the poem are secured by the
use of appropriate topzeic words.
When we compare the songs of the
sngels and of the demons we are struck
by the contrast between the very sounds
of the verses. The angels’ songs are
smooth, flowing and musical ; the cries
of the demons are rough, harsh and dis-
sonant. This poem, to which Sir Ed-
ward Elgar has given a beautiful musi-
cal setting, is considered one of the
most remarkable in the English lan-
gusge.

Space is lacking to discuss at length
the art of Newman as a poet, but the
words of Mr. J. A. Froude par-
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and something far beyond.” And here,
indeed, is the secret of Newman's liter-
ary art, for, taking also into considera-
tion Carlyle's definition of genius as an
immense capacity for taking pains, we
may say with Buffon, “Le style est
I'homme mdme.” Cardinal Newman's
very self is revealed in his writings :
his earnestness and tenderness, his
clearness of intéllectual perception, his
singleness of heart and purpose. He
has left a precious heritage to those
who read and write the English lan-
g He has done much for all
Ohristians, and yet more for us who are
of the Faith, for he truly fulfilled the
mission $hat was given him, to be “an
interpreter of the mind of the Church
to the English-speaking world.”—Joanna
Lyoms, in The Labaram (Mt. St.
Joseph College).

What Knownothingism did for One
Man

There is a little town called Red Hill
in Texas, which has been the benefic.
iary of the Catholic Church Extension
Society, by the building of a little
chapel there. Catholicity in Red Hill
has a peculiar history. During the
Knownothing movement an attempt was
made to form a branch of the organiza-
tion in that community. The principal
msn, of course, was consulted, and asked
ts head the movement. He read the
literature offered and took the matter
under consideration. Noticing that the
whole movement was directed against
the Catholic Church, which was de-
scribed to him as slmost the root of all
evil, he made up his mind that, in order
to decide honestly, he would have to
satisfy himself that the charges against
the Church were true, so he began a

tioularly appropriate in this place :
“Greatly as his poetry had struck me,
he was himself all that the poetry was
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systematic study of the Church from all
sides.

The result was disastrous to the
branch of Knownothingism. He enter-
ed the Catholic Church. He became a
most devoted member and succeeded in
converting nearly all of his neighbors.
The mission at Red Hill is made up of
the descendants of these converts.
They have kept the faith, with all the
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fervor of converts. They have kept the
faith, without even having a chapel of
their own until the Casholie Church Ex-
sion Society at the request of Bishop
Lynch and the pastor of the district,
stepped in and made a chapel possible.
It is now up to Red Hill to grow to its
hltll.x. and the Bishop thinks it surely
wil
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of speed.

in itself.
engine of its kind made.

ice. Runsthe whole farm,

and 6 H.P. Engines up to 27 H. P
WRITE  TODAY. §
descriptive literature with full information.

A FARMER'S POWER

An engine that carries itsown line shaft, pul-
leys, belt tightener and hangers. The Gilson
60 Speed Engine is a complete power plant
You can haul engine anywhere, \
attach it and get f'uﬁt the speed desired—the only
Gives 100 per cent serve
Goes like sixty «~ sclls
like sixty—has sixty speeds. 1} H.P.,also 3 H.P.

Write at once for illustrated, !' ;7
Agents wanted. s

GILSON MFG. €0, Ltd. ‘Guiow, onario

F. 0.8, i
FAOTORY

HOUSE ON WHEELS

P v %

’
D” ENGINE




