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THOSE PRELIMINARIES.

N. Y. Freeman's Journal.

McAllister.— Until the middle of the fifth
century the Church of Christ in her councils
and doctrines was muot Papal at all. The
Roman Catholic Church bad no existence,
The Church of that day was entirely distinct
from the Papal system, Since the claims of
the Papacy did not exist, there could have
been no Papal Church,

Freeman. — Wa have in former
articles stated the relation of the Pope,
the Bishop of Rome, to the councils,
and we need not here repeat on the |
spur of Dr. McAliister’s bald siate-
ment,

As to doctrines, every scholarin dog
matic theology knows that the creeds
and dogmatic decrees of the first four |
councils— Nica, Constantinople, Ephe-
sus and Chalecedon—are doctrines that
must be held as articles of faith by
Catholics of to-day. This sameness of
belief is the strongest possible evidence
that the Catholic Church of the nine
teenth century is identical with that of
the first four centuries,

When the doctor says that the
Roman Catholic Church had no exist- |
ence till the middle of the fifth century
he flatly contradicts the evidence of |
history and the testimony of the|
Fathers of the first centuries. His|
statement scarcely deserves a gerious |
refutation, Even the Protestaut his. |
torian, Dr. Schaff, in paragraph 50, |
volume second, of his history, traces|
what he calls the germs of the Papacy |
to the latter part of the first century—
that is, sixty years sfter the cracifix-
ion. In illustration he quotes the |
letter of Ciement, Bishop of Rome--
third from St. Peter—to the Church of
Corinth, Of this letter Dr, Schaffsays : |
It can hardly be denied that the
document reveals the sense of a certain
saperiority over all ordinary congre-
gations. The Roman Church here, |
without being asked (so far as|
appears), gives advice with euperior |
admiuistrative wisdom, to an im;ur-1
tant Church in the Last, dispatches mes
sengers to her, and exhorts her to order
and unity in a tone of calm dignity
and authority, as the organ of God and |
the Holy Spirit. This is all the mor
surprising if St. John, asis possi
was then still liviog in Ephesus, which |
was nearer to Corinth than Rome.”
This Clement to whoin reference is
made, was made Pope from the year
91 to 102, Dr. Schaff states, further,
that Victor, Pope from the year 195 to
202, excommunicated the churches of
Asia Minor for a difference of ritual.
Dr. Schaff recognizes the fact of the
ascendancy of the Church of Rome
and endeavors to give reasons ior it
First among these reasons is her high
antiquity. He admits, with apparent
regret, that Irenmus, Tertullian and
Cyprian—all of the third century—
conceeded to the Roman Church a posi
tion of singular pre-eminence. Hs
concludes his paragraph on the germs
of the Papacy thus : ‘‘ No wonder,then,
that the Bishops of Rome at an early
date were looked upon as metropolitan
pastors and spoke and acted according-
ly with an air of authority which
reached far beyond their immediate
diocese.”

Here is an unwilling witness testify-
ing to the antiquity and paromount in-
fluence of the Roman Church and hér
Pontiffs. As Dr. Schaff refers to Iren-
xus, we will here quote bhis words :
This Saint, who was the Disciple of
Polycarp, who was a Disciple of St
John, the Evaugelist, says: By
‘* pointing out that tradition which
the greatest, and most ancient, and
universally known Church—founded
and constituted at Rome by the two
glorious apostles, Peter and Paul, de-
rives from the apostles, and that faith
announced to all men, which, through
the succession of (her) Bishops has
come down to us, we confound all
those who in apn;, way, whether through
pleasing themselves, or vain glory, or
blindnees, and perverse opinion, as-
semble otherwise than as behooveth
them. For this Church, on account of
a more powerful principality, it is
necessary that every Church, that is
those who are on every side faithful,
resort.”

It stands to reason that this third
century Bishop knew more about the
existence and authority of the Roman
Qhurch than does any Covenanter min
ister of the nineteenth century. We
might quote otherFathers of the Church
of the third and fourth centuries to the
same purpose, but it is not necessary.

Even the pagan emperor, Aurelian,
recognized the existence of the Church
of Rome and the wide-reaching author
ity of her Pontiffs. After his victory
in the year 273 over Zenobia, Queen of
Palmyra in Syria, the Christian Bishops
complained to the Emperor against
the heretic Paul of Samosata and his
followers, who had possession of the
Church property. Aurelian decided
that the property should be handed
over to that one of the claimants ‘‘to
'whom the Bishop of Rome and the Ital
ian prelates of the Christian religion
should write, "—that is to the one whose
orthodoxy was recognized by the Pope.
(Eusebius vii, c. 30.) This pagan em

peror could have been but little con
versant with the relative authorities in
the Church — and consequently his
leaving the decision to the Bishop of
Rome must have been suggested to him
H‘lther by the Oriental Bishops or by
Paul of Samosata himself. We must
Suppose some suggestion of the kind to
explain the emperor's action in refer-

| The See of Antioch was avowedly

col. 1311,

|Caesera, in Cappadocia, in the year
370, thus wrote to St Athanatius, Patri-
warch of Alexandria :

may look to our affairs;
gest to him that if ic be diflicult to dis

| by his authority, may act in the case,

[that her

Rome—to a See of different nationality
and language.

dependent on the See of Rome, as is
clear from the testimony of Juvensl,
Bishop of Jerugalem, in the council of
Antioch : “* It {8 customary, conform-
ably with apostolic order and tradition,
that the See of Antioch should bs di-
rected by the See of the Great Rome,
aud shonld be judged by it,” (Ken- |
rick’s *“ Primacy,” referring to Mausi,

St. Basgil tha Great, Metropolitan of

“ It has appeared to us advisable to
send to the DBishop of Rome, that he
and to sug-

patch some persons thence by a gen-
eral and synodical decree, he himself,

and choose persons able to bear the
journey, and endowed with such meek-
vess and firmness of character as
would be likely to recall the perverse
to correct sentiments.” (Epistle 69.)
Evidently this Archbishop of Caesarea
in Syria in the fourth century believed
the Church of Rome existed prior to
the middle of the fifth century, and
Bishop had far reaching
authority. Writing to Pope Damascus,
the sames Basil said: * Being
disappointed in our

you to come to our relief and to

send us some men harmonizing in sen- }

timent, who pay reconcile the dissenti-
ent or restore *he Church of God to
harmony. . . . . We atk noth-
ing new, but what has been usual of
old with our blessed men beloved of
God, especially among yourselves ; for
we know by tradition, being instructed
by our fathers, whom we have ques

tioned, and by documents which are
still preserved amongst us, that Dione
sing, the most blessed Bishop (of Rome

who was illustrious among you for the
integrity of his faith and his other vir-
tues, visited, by letter, our church of
Caesarea. Our affairs are at present
in a most diflicult and gloomy situation,

|and need greater care. . . . .

Wherefore, unless you hasten to our
relief, in a little while you will scarcely
fiud to whom you may reach the hand,

since ail will be brought under the
power of heresy.” (Epistle 70

Now why does this Eastern Dishop

appeal to the head of the Roman Church

unless he believed that there was in
his time a Church of Rome, and that
its head had authority in the East?
Why did he not appeal to the Patri-

archs of Alexandria, Jerusalem or An-
tioch, or to the Bishop of Constanti-
nople, the capital of the Byzantine
empire in which he lived? Why pass
over these mneighboring authorities
and go to distant Rome? Oane reason

which we may assign with safety was
that this Greek Bishop did not live in
Pittsburg in 1897, He was sixteen
hundred years too early to see Roman
affairs and the early Christian Church
through Dr. McAllister's Covenanter
spectacles.

We might here refer to the appeal of
St. Athanasius, Patriarch of Alexan-
dria, to the Pope, but it will come in
more properly when we are cousider-
ing the sixth canon of the Council of
Nice, which the doctor takes up in his
next letter—that of October 25,

The doctor may say in explanation
of his meaning that the Roman Church
that was so conspicuous in the early
ages and whose authority was go uni-
vereally recognized in the whole Chris-
tian world, was not the Roman Catho-
lic Church. But this denial is gratuit

ous, and begs the question. It imposes
on him the necessity of assigning the
time when the Roman Church ceased to
exist, and the Roman Catholic Church
took its place. Such an important fac-
tor in the religious world of the first
centuries could not pass out of exist-
ence without leaving a record of her
demise. Nosuch time can be assigned.
The doctor may say—as he does—that
the Roman Church usurped powers in
the fifth century which she did not
previously possess.  But this claim,
even if we were to grant it,which wedo
pot, would be proof positive that she
continued to exist, for that which has
ceased to be can usurp nothing. Thus
his charge of usurpaticn proves con-
tinued autonomous identity. He may
claim that she erred, but this, if grant-
ed, as it is not, would still prove con

tinued existence, for that which exists
not cannot err.

But there are other reasons which
destroy his claim, Had the Roman
Church usurped authority and jurisdic
tion not known and recognized before
by the Churches, East and West, they
would have protested against the en-
croachment on their rights. But we
find no such protest in the fifth century
—the time assigned by the doctor
when the imagined usurpation took
place. On the contrary, at the time
referred to the authority of the Pope
was emphatically recognized by the
Council of Chalcedon in Asia Minor, in
451, agit had been recognized in the
Council of Sardica in 347.  Both these

were Oriental Councils. As for the
Churches in the West, the Pope's
authority was never more fully

recognized than in the fifth century,
It was about this time lived St. Augus-
tine, the great Bishop of Hippo in

expectations, |
and unable to bear our evils any long- | her identity either by usurpation or
er, we have resolved to write and urge | error.

Yof continuous identity cf the Roman

authority claimed by the Pope is evi-
dent from the fact that he sent the acts
of the African Councils over which he
presided to Rome for Papal coufirma-
tion. We conclude, then, that the
anthority exercised by the head of the
Reman Charch, and so universally re
cognized in the fifth century, was no
usurpation. The Roman Church, there- |
fore, did not lose her identity by usur- |
pation.

Nor did she losa identity by teach-
ing error at the time assigned "y the
doctor. To charge the Roman Cr arch
with teaching error in the fifth century
is to charge the whole Christian world |
at that time with teaching error ; and |
to do this is to say that the Church |
founded and commissioned by Christ,
and promised immunity from error,
had failed. For the Roman Church
was in dogmatic accord with the Chris
tian world of that time. The generai
councils voiced the common belief of
the time, and the Roman Church
held, as she still bholds, as articles
of faith the dogmatic decrees
of those councils, Hence to accuse her
with having changed the faith is fo
accuge the whole Christian world with
having lost the true faith. To do this
is to deny the divinity of the Christian
religion and to relegate it to the class
of purely man-made institutions, It
geems to us that this is too large a con-
tract for even a Covenanter minister,
The Roman Church, then, did not lose

But aside from these considerations
there are positive, historical evidences

Church trom the first to the nineteenth:
century. We will confine ourselves to
one proof. It is the line of succession
of the heads of the Roman Church from
St. Pater to Lieo. XIIL.  Both Irenaeus
and St, Augustine used this argument
to identify the Roman Church with the
Chair of Peter. Both these great Iath
ers of the Church gave a list of the
Popes from Peter down to the Pope who
sat in the Chair of Peter in their own
times, Irevwus, in concluding bhis
catalogue, says: ‘‘In this order and
by t guccession, the ecclesiastical
tradition from the apostles and the
preaching of the truth have come down
tous

In his next lecter—that’ of October
25—Dr. McAllister attempts to show
that general councils have contra-
dicted each other. In our next we will
examine what he says on this point.
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REV. FATHER ROSSWINKEL,S.J.,
ON ' SPOOKS AND SPIRITS."”

An Interesting Lecture Before The
Philomathic Society, Detroit.

Catholic Witness,

*Spooks and Spirits ” was the sub-
ject of a lecture delivered by Father
Rosswinkel before the Dhilomathic
Society ot Detroit College on Wednes-
day evening, Dec. 22. After stating
that the belief in a spirit world was
universal to-day as it had been at all
times, he introduced the teaching of
the Bible and of the Church, and ex
plained the origin of the good and evil
spirits. ‘‘ As spirits they are the crea
tion of a Creator, who is goodness aud
from whom nothing but what is * very
good 'can proceed. In as far as they
are evil, it is the consequence of =
free act of their perverse will. Father
Rosswinkel said that the teaching of
the Sadducees was revived for the pur-
pose of furthering a well laid plan to
discredit revelation. For, as Bayle,
a fierce opponeént of Christianity, re
marks: ‘* Prove to unbelievers the
existence of evil spirits, and by that
alone you will force them to concede
all your dogmas.” The Bible is ex:
plicit in its teaching on the existence
of evil spirits, but word has been
passed along that the teaching of the
Bible is to be discredited. Therefore
the existence of a spirit world is to be
denied. The Church maintains the
existence of a spirit world, but she is
to be decried as the scarlet woman of
the Apocalypse ; and therefore a spirit
world cannot exist. Remarkable
apparitions of the Blessed Virgin have
taken place in recent times, but their
reality would be a proof in favor of
Christianity.  Therefore ,again the
existence of a spirit world is to be
denied !

Father Rosswinkel maintained that
no one was less superstitious than an
intelligent Catholic, who gratefully
accepts all the proved facts of science,
but isnot willing to accept conclusionsin
no way warranted. Science has not and
will not be able to prove the non-ex-
istence of a spirit worid.

Various phases of spirit manifesta-
tions were then explained, as ‘‘ table
talking, mind reading,” etc. While
very much might and could be ex-
plained either as downright humbug
or by some natural principles, still
there were certain phases which all
proffered explanations failed to ex-
plain, in confirmation of which the
lecturer cited some well authenticated
facts.

| ha received  power

gatisfied with a shrug of the shoulder

and an incredulous smile in recorded
instances where hundreds of sober, |
intelligent persons were witnesses of |

c¢ertain manifestations, which baflled

all natural explanations., The sub |
jeet of *‘invasion,” ** obsession " and
‘U possession ' was then fully treated
Some of the unmistakable signs of gen

uine were stated and
interesting instances narrated.

Father concluded by |
stating the number of safegnuards we |
had against the assaults of the devil {
1 They are creatures of God and a
2. The chu

over them.

Y possession

Rosswinksl

under Hig dominion.
I'ne holy angels, who are

H as solicit
ous for our welfare as the devils are

for our ruin | The power of the
holy name of Jesus

-
NOTABLE CONVERSION.
Now York, December 29.—It has
just been made known among High
Church Episcopalians that Miss Marion
Lane Gurney, who founded the Church
Settlement Home, connected with the
Church of the Redeemer, had re
nounced the Episcopal and had accept
ed the Catholic faith., Within recent
years there have been other defections
from the Church of the Redeemer that
have attracted public attention, notably
when the former rector, Henry A.
Adams, and the Church's most afiluent
parishioner, Mrs. William Arnold,
became converts to the Catholie faith.
It was largely through the influence
of Mrs. Arnold aud another Catholic
wormnan that Miss Gurney, who is
thirty vears old, turned her attention
to the Catholic faith. Her conversion
was brought about in some measure,
too, by Father Henry Van Rensselaer,

of St. Francis Xavier's church.

Miss Gurney was educated in Wel
legly College. She belongs to the his
toric old Boston family of Gurneys,
Quaaker blood flows in her veins

On November 1 she was baptized in
the new faith at St. Francis Xavier's
church. She was confirmed at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral about a week later
by Archbishop Corrigan.

Father Van Rensselaer and Mrs,
Arnold were her sponsors. Upon en
ng the Catholic Church Miss Gurney
ged ber name from Marion Lane
Curney to Marion Frances Gurney,
After partaking of her first Commun
ion Miss Gurney went into retreat at

Poughkeepsie, where she is at the
present time,

It is said she will either
join the Franciscan Sisterhood or the
Sisters of the Holy Souls in Purgatory.
Both her parents are Protestants.

THE YEAR'S CONVERTS.

As has been the custom for geveral
years past, the Paulist Fathers have
compiled a list of distinguished con-
verts to the Church during the past
twelve months,

The list of foreign names, to which
must be added those of Loord Encombe,
the son and heir of the Earl of Eldon,
and Lady Auckland, wife of Lord
Auckland, whose conversion is chron-
icled in foreign exchanges just to
hand, is as follows :

In England, the Hon. Albert E.
Bingham, a son of the Earl of Lucan,
and Mrs. Albert Bingham; Mrs. Her
bert Rowbotham, wife of Herbert Row-
botham of the British South African
Company; Robert E. Dell, an Oxford
graduate and editor of the Surrey
Mirror;the Hon. Mrs. Moore Smith and
the Viscouuntess Canterbury, sisters of
the Earl of Oxford; in France, Mrs.
Terry, formerly Miss Sibyl Sanderson,
the American opera singer.

The recent converts here include Dr.
Grewer, wife and seven children,
Seranton, Pa.; Miss Marion Gurney, a
graduate from Wellesley College ; Dr.
Luke Robinson, San Francisco ; C. E
Allen and Frederick Long, of Cleve
land ; Dr. Richard Ralls, San Fran-
cisco ; Miss Bessie Livingston Webb,
matron of the Meriden Hospital,
Meriden, Conn.; Clarence Whitaker,
Colorado ; Henry Augustine H. Boyer,
formerely a Presbyterian minister in
Chicago, now a student at St. Joseph's
Seminary Yonkers; the Rev. E. L.
Buckley, former rector of St. John's
Episcopal Church, Newport, R. I, at
present engaged in study in Europe
for the priesthood.

e ol o i

A BRITISH SOLDIER.

** Lawrence McCarthy, probably the old-
est man in the world and the last survivor of
the combatanta at Waterloo, has just died in
the workhouse at Nenagh, Tipperary, aged
one hundred and fifteen years.”

This scrap of contemporary history, culled
from the daily papers, furnishes the most
eloquent epigram on the '* pride, pomp and
circumstance of glorious war ”’ we have seen
for along time. The world is moved to tears
at the story of Belisarius, blind, led by a
child, and begging alms from the wayfarers;
but it weeps at what :s most probably amyth
Here is the case of a real hero of the present
contury — one of those who assisted
in saving Earope, and especially England,
from becoming the prey of a tyrant swollen
with insatiable ambition, left to die a
pauper’s death and fill a parish coffin,
l'rulmhly one  of those blithe Irish
lads, mers raw recruits, who marched

Father Rogswinkel stated he was far
from believing all fairy tales and
stories of hobgobing, but the fact that
certain houses and places were by the
permission of God allowed to be in
fested by evil spirits was undeniable.
The counterfeit is proof of the exist-
ence of the genuine article, and thus
while again often deception is prac-

Ting the matter to so distant a See as

Africa. That he recognized the

ticed, etill more flippant people wiil be

to the fisld of slaughter to the rollicking
straing of ** The Young May Moon * or ** The
Foxhunter’s Jig,” and whose impatient spirit
found it so hard to be kept standing in square
all day long before the mad charges of Ney's
cuirassiers, How beautiful to tight and die
in defence of an empire that lets her humble
defenders sink into beggars’ graves while
honors and riches and titles are lavished on
the well paid generals who order the move-
ments of slaughter | The United States Gov-
erument is often reproached for the facility

but how much more shame attaches to the

turned over to God's court t t g
rule that leavas its bravest soldiars often dis | against us ; 1ot us try to e : t.‘ 1\4.‘ . ‘,‘”‘
ot shear starvation ! Philadelphin Catbolie it At any rate. | A el 3
Standard and Times, truth abo P N Y

B

A MASEED ENEMY

It is not the bold #nd unn ed enemy |
that we necd to fear. The man who attacks ]
us in wlight on n i wa
prompily recoguize a nd r to the |
police But the stea in wit

| emerges from the dmk alley; the man or

| woman who, pretending friendehip, is our
covert foe ; the soft voiced ¢ utanee who |
beguiles us into confideic h a our
owil i irg; the smiling ¢ wl tier |
in order that he may re \ benet h
these venemons reptiles can not be tied |
a rquirming muss and bundled oY in & pairol | |

Fven in the purely unatural 'd dany
‘. :‘.'Ell‘l AN CAST sSUs e t W hile we (31 .
satety from the fury of the l r the |
fong m iufuriated be cept
ible yin the embankm N1 and
the mountain snows quietly melt it A THR
ing torrent,  The powson in the deadly weed
makes no noise in its distilling

It is easy to fight the coarse si vhicl
waar no disguise and make no pratence f
he devil were always *o appear with horns
and cleven hoofs, breathing fir ind flame
the whole world would unite to defy him and
put him to rout; but the msidious ease and
grace with which he plays a part is his best
weapon, and his path is strewn with the

wrecked lives of those who thought him an
angel of yhit

I'here is a new poacher in the preserves of
the King, a fresh and devouring fire in the
fair meadowa of Christ, It is a beliet which
calls itsalf * Christian Science,”’ and which
is compounded of several vile heresies. A
belief, did I say ? It is rather a disbelief
an avowal of negation, a contradiction of
everything tangible, a denial of all but the
unreal. The same tantastic persons who foll
upon their metaphorical kunees when the

‘gpirit rappings "’ were heard, who
worshipped at the shrine of Buddha
and the occult, who thought altruism

the only scheme f  life, and Nir
vina the only condition of the blessed in
death, who projected astral bodies and be
linved in thought transterence, now swarm
like gnats around the leaders of this new
craza, and listen with awe to their vapid
and unintelligible theories.
And the fire iz increasing
alarm, The ‘' Christian

This is no false
Neientists in

Chicagro have just dedicated a building which
cost more than $100,000 and which is free
from debt, and crowded at each meeting with
hordes from far and near. Money poured
into the cotfers of the new cult with but little
solicitation ; and the fever has seized, not the

obvioutly unbalanced alove, but thousands
whose perversion is to us no less a surprise
than a grief,

From the hundreds of cases where this
weird thing has wroaght deadly harm, and
of which | have been personally cognizant, |
will montion but one, Ot course 1t is well
at the ** Christian Scientis
all the remedies of the physician and the
herbs which were intended for the hoaling ot
the nations, and simply denies that the dis
ease exists, Alittle girl was seized with eroup,
and a false membrane formed in the throat,
The misguided mother at once proceeded
to deny the existence of croup ; and, with the
help of a healer of her own faith, made use
only of the incantations it directed. In a
ghort time the child died and was buried,
A few days afier that, the mother met the old
family physician, and her sore heart, be
ginning to repent, desired comfort.

“ Doctor,” she said, ‘‘tell me the truth.
Would Amy have been saved if I had called
you ?”

; He was familiar with the case, and was in-
dignant enough to forget to be gentle,

“If I had removed that membrane from
her throat,” he answered, bluntly, ' Amy
would be well to-day.”

The mother gave a shriek, and in a weck
was an inmate of an insane asylum.

Instances lika this are recorded daily ;
still, sad as these are, they are innocent
compared with the horrible travesties with
which the Sacraments of the Church are
burlesqued, But of this feature of the sub.
ject, a natural repugnance and a conscious
ness of the inability to co it justice torbid me
to speak further, Investigation will con
vince any one that I have not exaggerated,

And, sad tosay, this is no local danger :
the heresy has its centres in all localities and
is radiating in all directions. No Catholi¢
God be thavked ! —can coquet with thess dis
guised emissaries of evil.  But there are
many nou Catholics, not very far from the
Kingdom, who are taking the wrong path at
the dividing of the roads, and Satan langhs
as he notes the choice.

Let us not mince words, The devil is
abroad with honey on his tongue. Ha may
wear a Worth gown and belong to the *' first
families,” but he is the same being who has
ever been the enemy of man. Weneed AW
crusade—a new renouncing of the devil and
his works and his pomps ; a new advance of
Christ’s true army against spiritual wicked-
ness in high places, and '*God be with us !”
for a war-cry.—Flora L. Stanfield in Ave
Maria,

adjres
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RETROSPECT.

Between remembering the old year and
looking forward to the new year, New Year's
Day should be a busy one for a Christian.
It ought to be a day of examination of con-
science, Good Christians examine their con
sciences in some manner or other daily, and
some are 8o vividly in God’s presence that
they scrutinize every act of their lives ; and
this is what it is to be thoroughly conscien-
tious. Conscientiousness when cultivated is
nothing less than habitual consciousness of
the Divine Presence. To be sure, gome per
gons are over-particular in examination of
conscience, and these are called serupulous,
But most of us are not scrupulous enough.
The cultivation of the conscience tends to a
constant realizing of the Divine I'resence,
and when this becomes habitual the soul be-
comes perfect

There aro two kinds of examination of con-
science, both ot which are good. Oneisdone
at fixed times by some arran;s nt with
one's self honestly adhered to. The other
kind of examination is spontaneous. In this
latter case the conscienca won't 1ot you pass
an hour, or even a minute, without undergo-
ing serutiny.  In the former case you ex-
amine your conscience, and in the latter your
conscience examines you, ‘'I have met
pumbers of persons,’ says a well-known
Paulist preacher, '* who need never examine
their consciences when preparing for confos-
sion ; they live habitually in the Divine Pres-
enco and are ready at all moments to perform
the highest spiritual duties.”

But for most of us wa may truly say that
no practice will produce better lv“ll?'* for
persons of good sense than haviog lixed times
at which we shall go over the actions of the
day. Andon New Year's Day, of alldays
in the year, we should take account of our
conduct towards God and our neighbor aud
ourselves, and make good resclutions for the
future, The fact is that on a day like this
the old year rises up and demands examina
tion. Sometimes wesay, ' the pastis gone, 4
But in truth there is no such good luck as
that, It would be a very good thing for some
of us if the past could be politely bowed out

Lot us taca t
wer the tt
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ST. PAUL'S

Loigro Jones and destr

fire of 1666, and it is worthy of note 18
who complain about St,” Pater loma
being the fruit of general contributions of
Furopean Catholies that the money ild
ing St. Paul's was levied off all the Eoglis)
counties, in some places by tho grross con
pulsion of the I'rotestant squirearchy St
Paul’s cannot be regarded as a cathedral, in
any sirictly religious sense. It is a I'ree-
mason’s edifice, built largely by  Masonic
subseriptions  and  the _forced contribu-

agricultural clods, and it was right
r that most of those wh

) paruci
pated in the celebration should be paople
whose rites are semi-blasphemons and wh
ara the banned snemies of the trua Chureh of
God,  Externally and internally there
littla in St. Paul’s to proclaim its acclesi
tical character. ftis mora hke a mamn

custom house, plus a dome, th
divine worship, and befor

y its main entrance
stands

a dilapudated statue
ippreach to a female saint of wh

Protestantism can boast among i

he decent living but comme
Aune, who had only two pass

to the Church of Evgland and de
win botte,  Evervihing is in keepi
St Panl’s, It has neither the ve
ot antiquity nor of modern sanct

hias it the attraction of archiiact

itis simply vast, bulky 1 prote 18
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CRUCIFIXES ARE ILLEGAL,

I'ne war on the Iigh Church party in the
Chureh of England has commenced, and it
has been announced that heneaforth they wil!
have no peace until their Romish " prac

tices ara completely banishiad trom the Eng

lish Church.  Hitherto, tha Fvaogelical
party in the Anglican Chareh has Jooked on
in passive disgust at the exhibition in

churches of eracifixes and confassionals and
vestments and altars.  But 1l sesms that this
passive attitude has now been defivitely
abavdoned, and war to the knife is to be the
motto henceforth.

I'ha rector of Mark’s, Marylabone, Lon-
don, was “high,” and had stations of the cross
in his church and a eraeifix over the pulpit.
An wdignant parishioner took the question
into the law courts, and Dr, Tristram, of tha
probate and matrimonial division of the High
Court, in his capacity of chancellor of the
Diocese of London, heard the case. T'he
written pleading filed in the case allaged that
“abold brass ¢rucitix” had been put up in
the Church, and prayed for iti removal, as
well as for the removal of the stations of the
cross. The judge, in deciding the case,
made an elaborate distinction between a
cross and a crucitix.  He cited a decision of
tha judicial committee of the privy council,
aflirming that a ecross was legal, hut inply

ing that a crucitix was not,  And, following
the implication contained in this decision, the
chancellor held that the crucifix was illegal
aud ordered it removed,

For Catholies, there is something decidedly
ladicrous in the idea of a law court under-
taking to settle quastions of orthodoxy and
corract church practice as botwosn a clorgy
man and his congregation, 1t was the absurd
incongruity of having questions of religions
beliof and ritual determined by such a tri-
bunal, as examplitied in the case of thoe Gor-
ham judjzment, that awoke Manning to a full
realization of the tact that the position of the
Church of England was wholly untenabla.
It may contidently be predicted that, if this
victory of the Fvangelicans in the case of St
Mark’s Church is followed up and pressed
home, there will be a large number of con-
versions to the Catholic Church. Those who
have hitherto been deluding themselves with
a vain imitation of Catholic practices, will
860 that they have come to the parting of the
ways, and that they must choose either to
accept the reality, in place of the samblance,
or to go back to the cold and lifeless Protest-
antism of the last century. Chicago New
World,

THE STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES.

A favorite argument against the Church
with certain of our Protestant friends is that it
forbids or discountenances the reading and
study of the Scriptures by the people, You
san find that argument in one form or an-
other, in almost every I'rotestant hools,
paper and sermon, and althowgzh it has been
refuted time and time again, it comes forth
again as if its accuracy had never been
questioned.

Au Australian prelate, Dr. Dalany, who is
coadjutor to the venerable Archbishop
Murphy, of Hobartown, gives this Protest-
ant calumny against the Church a very effect
ive denial by pleading for a hatter adition
English of the Bible than we now posse Not
that he finds any fault with the accuracy ot
our improved English versions, but for the
reason that he fain would see published an
edition supplied with notas by the best Bibli-
cal scholars, and made accessible to every
Catholie home,

Dr. Delany contends that it is one of the
chief duties of the Church to present its
Divine Founder to the people as Ha really is
and shows Himself in the Revealed Word.
Sermons, conferences aud doctrinal wor
may all, he say, contribute to this manifesta-
tion of Christ to the people, but over and

above all those works, he holds hat the in-
gpired words of the Gospels, the words of our
Lord Himself, sot in a tramework of inter

protation such as shall convey to the reader
that precise sensa which the Chureh derives
from them, is the most effective of all ways.
The same idea was expressed at greater
length by the Holy Father in his splendid
ancyclical on the ** Study of the Scriptures.”
The Church has always tavored and encour-
aged popular reading ot Holy \Writ, her
only concern in the matter being that the
faithful shall be on their guard against per-

with the old year. But there it is, tixed for

with which men can get on its pension list,

ever. The past year is an account-book

verted translations of the Word of God.—~
Catholic Columbian,




