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Home-to a See of different nationality authority claimed by the Pope is evL sa.hficd with «t jhr»K of the shoulder the
and language. | dent from the fact that he bent the acts and an incredulous smile in recorded (|f hllHHr htHrvHtil,n ; Philadelphia Catholic

I The See of Antioch was avowedly of the African Councils over which he instances where hundreds ot sober, j standard and Tima*.
McAllister.—Until the middle of the fifth dependent on the See of Home, as is presided to Home for Papal confirma intelligent persons were witnesses of 

ce“lnot'^wT atrall°U The clear from the testimony of Juvenal, I lion. Wo conclude, then, that the | certain manifestations, which battled 
Human Catholic Church had no existence. Bishop of Jerusalem, in the council of ; authority exercised by the head of the all natural explanations. I he sub 
The Church of that day was entirely distinct Antioch : “It is customary, conform- j Reman Church, ami so universally re jeet of “invasion,” “ obsession and 1 we ne. d h t.-Vr The “man w h‘ It tackî 

couftve ably wl'h apostolic order and tradition, cognized iu the fifth century, was no j “ possession whs then fully treated. „ |n dSilight , » ,l,e opï» b”'hwny »« 
lS.Ai! no Panai Church ' that the See of Antioch should he di ! usurpation. The Homan Church, there- Some of the unmistakable signs of gen prom ply recognize and Land ..v«»r to the

... ’ , . , ' rected by the See of the Great Rome, fore, did not lose her identity by usur uiue “ possession " were stated and r H e. But the stealthy at-M smuh.
Freeman -We have In former al|„ aJ,|d b# |udged bv lt.» (Ren- pation. intoreetlug instances narrated. ^STwlTpMiL fïftîXToïï

articles stated tho relation of the l ope, rkk-H .. i>ri,nacy," referring to Mausl. Nor did she lose Identity by teach- Father Rosswinkel concluded by . ,’hf,, f, u.mm-o * i..,
the Bishop of Home, to tne councils, ^ ing error at the time assigned hy the staring the number of safeguards wo beguiles ns into confidences which ars our
and we need not here repeat on the | BaBll tha Great, Metropolitan of doctor. To charge the Roman Cr irch had «gainst the assaults of the devil. n.doit e ; theMnili.,« pl.etrr ..tiers 
spur of Dr. McAllister s bald 6late" ] Caesera, in Cappadocia, in the year with teaching error in the fifth cen'ury 1. They are creatures of God and are ",1e'.mm»‘r.-Hiîi» 'vân'nie'hü'tied i«i.,
men*’ . . . , i!70, thus wrote to St Athanacius, Patri- is to charge the whole Christian world i under His dominion. 2. The church a Hiuimiig m.iss and bundled off in a pa; ml

As to doctrines, every scholar in dog-i &|<ch of Alexandria : at that time with teaching error ; ami has received power over them, wagon !
andiCdoamatfcy dm roes ofVhe Urrtfoïr I “ U has »P*»e«red to us advisable to to do this is to say that the Church U The holy angels, who are as solicit- , widulm.Tk
and dogmatic decrees ot tne urst tour j gend t() lhe liiHbop ol i{om6i that he founded and commissioned by Christ, ous tor our welfare as the devils are
councils—Nice, Constantinople, Ephe- may loQk lQ our affair8 . all(i to sug- and promised immunity from error, for our ruin I. The power ol the
sus and Cbalcedon are dootrl”“ tbat ; gest to him that if it be difficult to dis had tailed. For the Roman Church holy name of Jesus
must be held as articles ot iaith 7 : patch some persons thence hy a gen- was in dogmatic accord with the Chris 
Catholics o to- -iy. .is sameness o cral and biyuodical decree, he himself, tian world of that time. The general 
belief is the strongest possible evidence,, py bj8 authority, may act in the case, councils voiced the common belief of 
that the Ca o ic .nurcit o e nice ^ choose persons able to bear the the time, and the Roman Church 
teeuth century is identical with that of, j0UrlleV| and „Ddowt,d with such meek- held, as she still holds, as articles 
the first four centuries. ness and firmness of character as of faith the dogmatic decrees

When the doctor says mat tne wou|d be likely to recall the perverse of those councils. Hence to accuse her
Roman Catholic Church had no exist (|| corr)1(,t bL.Titim<onte. " (Epistle 60.) with having changed the faith is to 
ence till the middle of the fifth century Evidently thls Archbishop of Caesarea accuse the whole Christian world with 
he flatly contradicts the evidence of [„ gyrta in the fourth century believed having lost the true faith. To do this 
history and the testimony ot the the Church of Rome existed prior to is to deny the divinity of the Christian
l athers of the first centuries. His thu middla ot tba y(th century, and religion and to relegate it to the class
statement scarcely deserves a serious that h(,r Bishop had far reaching of purely man-made institutions. It
refutation. Even the 1 lotestan. his alUhorityi Writing to Pope Damascus, seems to us that this is too large a cou-
torlan, Dr. Schaff, in paragraph 50, (he halne Basil said : “ Being tract for even a Covenanter minister,
volume second, ot his history, traces dlsaFpolutcd in our expectations, The Roman Church, then, did not lose
what he calls the germs 0, the I apaev and unable to bear our evils any long- her identity either by usurpation or 
to the latter part ol the first century- ar/d ur|«
that is six y years after the crucifix- ’ come t0 our relief and to 
ion. Iu illustration ho quotes the ^ harmonizing in sen
ie ter of Clement Btshop of Rome- , who n-ay reconcile the di.senti
thtrd rom St Peuir-to the Church of or’restora fhe Church of God to
Corinth. Of this letter Dr. Schaff says: harmo ..........................We atk noth-
•■It can hardly be denied that the > but what ha8 been usual of
document reveals the sense of a certain » wlth’ our blos8ed men bel0vcd of
superiority over all ordinary congre- especially among yourselves ; for
gâtions. The Roman Church hero, we ku0£ by traditlonTbeing Instructed 
without being asked (so far as J wbom we have
appears), gives advice with superior J ftl|d „ ’ documentg whic^ are 
administrative wisdom to an tmpor- 6tll, preserved amongst us, that Dione 
tant Church in the East, dispatches mes ^ m09t blessed IJishop (of Rome) 
sengers to her, and exhorts her to order who wa8 illU8trious among you for the 
and unity n a tone of calm dignity lM ,ty of his faith and his other vir- 
and authority, as the organ of God and 8 vi8ited, by letter, our church of 
the Holy Spirit. This is a 1 the more CaBg’area_ (jur affairs are at present 
surprising if St. John as is possible in a m08t diffleult and gloomy situation, 
was then still living in Ephesus, which aIld nefd grBater care. . . . . .
was nearer to Corinth than Rome. VVh(,refore“ UD,eea yoa ha8ten to our 
This Clement to whom reference is rellef ln a’llttle whife you wiU scarcely 
made, was made Pope from the year whum you may reach the hand,
111 to 102. Or. Schaft states, further, u wi„- be br(iu ht under tho
that \ tetor, Pope from the year 193 to f he„ . (Epistle 70.)
202, excommunicated tho churches of H J v
Asia Minor for a difference of ritual. Now why does this Eastern Bishop 
Dr. Schaff recognizes the fact of the appeal to the head of the Roman Church 
ascendancy of the Church of Rome unices ho believed that there was in 
and endeavors to give reasons lor it. his time a Church of Rome, and that 
First among these reasons is her high *ts head had authority in the East. 
antiquity. He admits, with apparent Why did he not appeal to the I atri- 
regret, that Irenmus, Tertulliau and archs of Alexandria, Jerusalem or Au- 
Cyprian—all of the third century— tioch, or to the Bishop of Constanti- 
conceeded to the Roman Church a posi nople, the capital ot the Byzantine 
lion of singular pre eminence. He empire iu which he lived f Why pass 
concludes his paragraph on the germs over these neighboring authorities 
of the Papacy thus : “ No wonder, then, and go to distant Rome ? One reason 
that the Bishops of Rome at an early which we may assign with safety was 
date were looked upon as metropolitan fhat this Greek Bishop did not live In 
pastors and spoke and acted according Pittsburg in 1891. He was sixteen 
ly with an air of authority which hundred years too early to see Roman 
reached far beyond their immediate affairs and the early Christian Church 
diocese.” through Dr. McAllister a Covenanter

Here is an unwilling witness testify- spectacles, 
ing to the antiquity and paromount in- We might here refer to the appeal of 
fluence of the Roman Church and hùr St. Athanasius, Patriarch of Alexan- 
Pontiffs. As Dr. Schaff refers to Iren dria, to the Pope, but it will come in 
a-us, we will here quote bis words : more properly
This Saint, who was the Disciple of ing the sixth canon of the Council of 
Polycarp, who was a Disciple of Sc. Nice, which the doctor takes up in his 
John, the Evangelist, says: By next letter—that of October 2o.
“pointing out that tradition which The doctor may say in explanation 
the greatest, and most ancient, and of his meaning that the Roman Church 
universally known Church—founded that was so conspicuous in the early 
and constituted at Rome by tho two ages and whose authority was so uni- 
glorious apostles, Peter and Paul do- versa!ly recognized in the whole Chris- 
rives from the apostles, and that faith tian world, was not the Roman Catho- 
announced to all men, which, through lie Church. But this denial is gratuit 
the succession of (her) Bishops has ous, and begs the question. It imposes 
come down to us, we confound all on bjm the necessity of assigning the 
those who in anv way, whether through time when the Roman Church ceased to 
pleasing themselves, or vain glory, or exist, and the Roman Catholic Church 
blindness, and perverse opinion, as took its place. Such an Important fac- 
semble otherwise than as behooveth tor in the religious world of the first 
them. For this Church, on account of centuries could not pass out of exist 
a more powerful principality, it is ance without leaving a record of her 
necessary that every Church, that is demise. No such time can be assigned, 
those who are on every aide faithful, The doctor may say—as he does—that 
resort, " the Roman Church usurped powers in

It stands to reason that this third the fifth century which she did not 
century Bishop knew more about the previously possess, 
existence and authority of the Roman even if we were to grant lt, which we do 
Church than does any Covenanter min DOtl would be proof positive that she 
iater of the nineteenth century. We continued to exist, for that which has 
might quote otherFathers of the Church ceased to be can usurp nothing. Thus 
of the third and fourth centuries to the bis charge of usurpation proves con- 
same purpose, but it is not necessary, tinned autonomous identity. He may 

Even the pagan emperor, Aureiian, claim that she erred, but this, it grant- 
recognized the existence of the Church ed, as it is not, would still prove con 
of Rome and the wide-reaching author ttnued existence, for that which exists 
ity of her Pontiffs. After his victory 
in the year 273 over Zenobia, Queen of 
Palmyra in Syria, the Christian Bishops 
complained to the Emperor against 
the heretic Paul of Samosata and his 
followers, who had possession of the 
Church property. Aureiian decided 
that the property should be handed 
over to that one of the claimants "to 
whom the Bishop of Rome and the Ital 
ian prelates of the Christian religion 
should write, ’’—that is to the one whose 
orthodoxy was recognized by the Pope.
(Eusebius vii, c. 30.) This pagan em was 
peror could have been but little con 
versant with the relative authorities in 
the Church — and consequently his 
leaving the decision to the Bishop of 
Rome must have been suggested to him 
either by the Oriental Bishops or by 
Paul of Samosata himself. We must 
suppose some suggestion of the kind to 
explain the emperor's action in refer
ring the matter to so distant a See as I Africa.

furred over to (iod’s rourl to viitnem for or 
auaiuit u« : l«l on try to >-iii ,-i favorable bal. 
iiui'n out ol ii. At any rate, let on know ilia 
truth about it.

Bet un lap ft alum*, therefore, ?u.'l I- k back: 
tint I'/t-f tvvf ivH tin>ii111aiui i|im -tji u thê 

Nt-Msous ut tilt Old year. Iluw dm , tuvm tne 
old year ami bow did 1 b*hau« mx-. lflaat 
winter ’ hid I maktt mv K i.-dw <tu . last 
st'- Did 1 attend Mum to,mi! . and
worship tiod thriMurli tho minimor, m did 1 
iiv tho Lord a 1 hi y mut ot iwou-nii^f and 
drinking ? Il.ivo 1 need my ,.ngu < t $ hl’ts- 
phimiiiig, my body t >r Ins', mv si,, 1 f,.r slav
ery to tho mil mitt y llavo I unjustly g.uton 

t my neighbor's property? Ilave I 
*u brutal to in y family ? I i, - .. ml,l like

nitty queutions. But thovo'rt no happy \rtw 
* ’ •'*r t r you till you have an.Hwmoit them 
ai.d many others besides, repented of y, ur 
Nirm and make good resolutions tort infos- 
Ni mi and t’ommuiiion, and t o i g d life for 
tho future, Sacred Heart Ho\
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ilNf.tety from the fury of the cycl »ne or tho 
f nigs of an infuriated beaut, tho im percept 
ilde tis.iure in tlie embankment widmiN, and

r■ ST. PAUL S.H . the mountain niiows «juietly melt into a r; g 
ing toi rent. The ponton in the deadly wt ed 
makea no noiRO in itn distilling.

It is easy to tight tho coarse sins which 
wear no dbguise and make no pretence. If 
tho devil were always ? > appear with horiiH 
and eleven hoofs, breathing lire and Maine, 
the whole world would unite to defy him and 
put him to rout ; but the insidious ease and 
grace with which he plays a part is his host 
weapon, and his path is strewn with tlie 
wrecked lives of those who thought him an 
angel of light.

There is a new poacher in the preserves of 
the King, a fresh and devouring tiro in the 
fair meadows of Christ. It is a belief which 
calls itself “ L’htistian Science,” and which 
is compounded of several vile heresies. A 
belief, did I say ? It. is rather a disbelief 
an avowal of negation, a contradiction of 
everything tangible, a denial of all hut the 
unreal. The same fantastic persons who foil 
upon their metaphorical knees when 
“ spirit rappings’’ were heard, 
worshipped at the shrine ol Buddha 
and tho occult, who thought altruism 
the only scheme of life, and Nir
vana the only condition of the blessed in 
death, who projected astral bodies and he 
lit wed in thought transference, now swarm 
like gna^s around the leaders of this new 
craze, and listen with awe to their vapid 
and unintelligible theories.

:\ Five thousan 1 Free nas 
i’ I :.. 1 hi •• itena 

building « f L mdon s
urns, wi read, at- 

ry celeb’ ation of the 
Saint IkiuIN We do 

not doubt it, and wo believe it was quite ap
propriate Si. Haul's is almo-it the only ro- 
ligi us pile of any note of which Kugtisli 
I'rotestautism can boast that was u t torn 
from Catholic owners and appuipriated to 
the m»w divkcrnelMl worship. 11 was luiilt to 
replace the beautiful (i.ithi ■ stru.M.ure raised 
by Inigo Jones and destroyed in tlie great 
lire ot llUki. and it is worthy of in to by those 
who complain atijut Ht. ‘ Peter’s in Home 
being the fruit of general contributions of 
European Catholics Hint tho money tor build
ing St. Paul’s was levied otf all the English 
counties, in some places by tho gross com
pulsion of the Protestant, squirearchy. St. 
Paul’s cannot be regarded as a cathedral, ill 
any strictly religious sense. It is a Free
mason’s edifice, built largely by M isouic 
subscriptions and the . forced’ contribu
tions of agricultural clods, and it was right 
and proper that most of those who parmi- 
pa ted in the celebration should he isnple 
whose rites are semi blasphemous and who 
are the banned enemies of the true Church of 

Externally and internally there i 
little in St. Paul’s to proclaim its ecclesias
tical character. It is more like a mammoth 
custom home, plus a dome, than i temple of 
divine worship, and before its main entrance 
stands a dilapidated statue ol the nearest 
approach to a female saint of which English 
Protestantism can boast among it regalities, 
the decent living but common place (^ueen 
Anno, who had only two pat-sium devotion 

ie Church of England and devotion to her 
gin b it Ce. Everything is in keeping about 
St.. Paul's. It has neither tlie veneraideness 
oi antiquity nor of modern sanctity, nor yet 
has it. tlie attraction of architectural beauty ; 
it is simply vast, bulky and pretentious. 
Philadelphia Catholic Standaid and rimes.

bd
NOTABLE CONVERSION. r■E

to-date tratn- N*.)w York, December 29. —It has 
just been made known among High 
Church Episcopalians that Miss Marion 
Lane Gurney, who founded the Church 
Settlement Home, connected with the 
Church of the Redeemer, had re 
counced the Episcopal and had accept 
ed the Catholic faith. Within recent 
years there have been other defections 
from the Church of the Redeemer that 
have attracted public attention, notably 
when tho former rector, Henry A. 
Adams, and the Church’s most «Minent 
parishioner, Mrs. William Arnold, 
became converts to the Catholic faith.

It was largely through the influence 
of Mrs. Arnold and another Catholic 
woman that Miss Gurney, who is 
thirty years old, turned her attention 
to the Catholic faith. Her conversion 
was brought about in some measure, 
too. by Father Henry Van Rensselaer, 
of St. Francis Xavier's church.

Miss Gurney was educated in Wei- 
Dsly College. She belongs to the his 
toric old Boston family of Gurneys. 
Quaker blood flows iu her veins.

On November 1 she was baptized in 
the new faith at St. Francis Xavier’s 
church. She was confirmed at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral about a week later 
by Archbishop Corrigan.

Father Van Rensselaer and Mrs. 
Arnold were her sponsors. Upon en
tering the Catholic Church Miss Gurney 
changed her name from Marion Lane 
Gurney to Marion Frances Gurney. 
After partaking of her first Commun 
ion Miss Gurney went into retreat at 
Poughkeepsie, where she is at the 
present time. It is said she will either 
join the Franciscan Sisterhood or the 
Sisters of the Holy Souls in Purgatory. 
Both her parents are Protestants.

VELT, H.O., 
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But aside from these considerations 

there are positive, historical evidences 
"oi continuous identity tf the Roman 
Church from the first to the nineteenth 
century. We will confine ourselves to 
one proof. It is the line of succession 
of the heads of the Roman Church from 
St. Peter to Leo. XIII. Both Irenaeus 
and St. Augustine used this argument 
tn identify the Roman Church with the 
Chair of Peter. Both these groat Path 
era ol the Church gave a list of tho 
Popes from Peter down to the Pope who 
sat in the Chair of Peter in their own 
times. Irenmus, iu concluding his 
catalogue, says : “In this order and 
by this succession, the ecclesiastical 
tradition from tho apostles and the 
preaching of the truth have come down 
to us.
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And the tire is increasing. This is no false 
alarm. The "Christian Scientists” in 
Chicago have just dedicated a building which 
cost more than $100,(XX) and which is tri e 
from délit, and crowded at each meeting with 
hordes from far and near. Money poured 
into the coffers ot the new cult with but littlo 
solicitation ; and the fever has seized, not the 
obviomly unbalanced alone, hut thousands 
whose perversion is to us no less a surprise 
than a grief.

From the hundreds of cases where this 
weird thing has wre ight deadly harm, and 
of which I have been personally cognizant, 1 
will mention but one. Ot course it is well 
known that the “ Christian Scient ist ” ad j tes 
all the remedies of the nhysicisn and the 
herbs which were intended for the healing of 
the nations, and simply denies that the dis
ease exists. AI it tie girl was seized with croup, 
and a false membrane formed in the throat. 
The misguided mother at once proceeded 
to deny the existence of croup ; and, witti the 
help of a healer of her own faith, made use 
only cf the incantations it directed. In a 
short time the child died and was buried. 
A few days after that, the mother met the old 
family physician, and her sure heart, be 
ginning to repent, desired comfort,

" Doctor,” she said, "tell me the truth.
saved if 1 had called

toll
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B 1 HON. IM4r/s/r/f- CRUCIFIXES ARE ILLEGAL.;■

The war on the High Church party in the 
Church of England lias commenced, and k. 
has been announced that henceforth they will 
have no peace until their " Burnish ” prac
tices are completely banished from the Eng
lish Church. Hitherto, the Evangelical 
party in the Anglican Church hn looked on 
in passive disgust at the exhibition in 
churches of crucifixes and confessionalh and 
vestments and altars. But. it seems that this 
passive attitude has now been definitely 
abandoned, 
motto henceforth.

The rector of St. Mark's, M.arylehone,Lon
don, was ‘ high,’ ami had stations of the cross 
in his church and a crucifix over the pulpit.
An indignant parishioner took the question 
into the law cuiirts, and Dr. Tristram, nf the 
probate and matrimonial division of the High 
Court, in his capacity of chancellor of tlie 
Diocese of London, heard the case. The 
written pleading filed in the case alleged that 
“ a b ild brass crucifix ’’ had been put up in 
the Church, and prayed tor it a removal, as 
well as tor the removal of the stations of ttie 
cross. The judge, in deciding the case, p 
made an elaborate distinction between a 
cross and a crucifix. He cited a decision of 
the judicial committee of the privy council, 
affirming that a cross was legal, but imply 
ing that a crucifix was not. And, following 
the implication contained in this decision, the 
chancellor held that the crucifix was illegal 
and ordered it removed.

For Catholics, there is something decidedly 
ludicrous in the idea of a law court under
taking to settle questions of orthodoxy aud 
correct church practice as between a clergy
man and his congregation. It was the absurd 
incongruity of having questions of religious 
belief aud ritual determined hy such a tri
bunal, as exemplified in the case of tho Dur
ham judgment, that awoke Manning to a full 
realization of the tact that the position of the 
Church of England was wholly untenable.
It. may confidently be predicted that, if this 
victory of the Evangelicans in tlie case of .<t. 
Mark’s Church is followed up and pressed 
home, there will be a largo number of con
versions to the Catholic Church. Those who 
have hitherto been deluding themselves with 
a vain imitation ef Catholic practices, will 
see that they have come to the parting of the 
ways, and that they must choose either to 
accept the reality, in place of the semblance, 
or to go back to the cold and lifeless ITot.est- 
autism of the last century. Chicago New 
World.

In his next letter—that’ of October 
25 —Dr. McAllister attempts to show 
that general councils have contra
dicted each other. In our next we will 
examine what he says on this point.
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!An Interesting Lecture Before The 
Philomathlc Society, Detroit. THE YEAR S CONVERTS.

Would Amy have been 
you V’’

He was familiar with the case, and was in
dignant enough tn forget to be gentle.

“ If I had removed that membrane from 
her throat,” he answered, ,bluntly, “ Amy

nld he well to-day.”
The mother gave a shriek, and in a wetk 

was an inmate of an insane asylum.
Installées like this are recorded daily ; 

still, sad as these are, they are innocent 
com pareil with the horrible travesties wit I, 
which tho Sacraments of tho Church aru 
burlesqued. Hut of this feature of the sub
ject, a natural repugnance and a conscious 
ness of tlie inability to do it justice turbid me 
to speak further. Investigation will con
vince any one that I have not exaggerated.

And, sad to say, this is no local danger : 
thu heresy has its centres in all localities and 
is radiating in all directions. No Catholic 
God bo thanked ! can coquet with these dis 
guised emissaries of evil. But there are 
many non Catholics, not very fur from tlie 
Kingdom, who are taking the wrung path at 
the dividing of the roads , and Satan laughs 
as ho notes the choice.

As has been tho custom for several 
years past, the 1’aulist Fathers have 
compiled a list of distinguished con
verts to the Church during the past 
twelve months.

The litt of foreign names, to which 
must be added those of Lord Eucnmbe, 
the son and heir of the Earl ol Eldon, 
and Lady Auckland, wife of Lord 
Auckland, whose conversion is chron
icled in foreign exchanges just to 
hand, is as follows :

In England, the Hon. Albert E. 
Bingham, a son of the Earl ol Lucan, 
and Mrs. Albert Bingham : Mrs. Her 
bert Rowbotham, wife of Herbert Row- 
botham ot the British South African 
Company; Robert E Dell, an Oxford 
graduate and editor of the Surrey 
Mirror; the Hon. Mrs. Moore Smith and 
the Viscountess Canterbury, sisters of 
the Earl of Oxford; in France, Mrs. 
Terry, formerly Miss Sibyl Sanderson, 
the American opera singer.

The recent converts here include Dr. 
Grower, wife and seven children, 
Scranton, Pa. ; Miss Marion Gurney, a 
graduate from Wellesley College ; Dr. 
Luke Robinson, San Francisco ; C. E 
Allen aud Frederick Long, of Cleve 
land ; Dr. Richard Ralls, San Fran
cisco ; Miss Bessie Livingston Webb, 
matron of the Meriden Hospital, 
Meriden, Conn. ; Clarence Whitaker, 
Colorado ; Henry Augustine H. Boyer, 
formerely a Presbyterian minister in 
Chicago, now a student at St. Joseph’s 
Seminary Yonkers ; the Rev. E. L. 
Buckley, former rector of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Newport, R. I., at 
present engaged iu study in Europe 
for the priesthood.

Catholic Witness.
“ Spooks aud Spirits ” was the sub

ject of a lecture delivered by Father 
llosswinkel before the Philomathic 
Society ot Detroit College on Wednes
day evening, Dec. 22. After stating 
that the belief in a spirit world was 
universal to-day as it had been at all 
times, he introduced the teaching of 
the Bible and of the Church, and ex 
plained the origin ol the good and evil 
spirits. ‘ ‘ As spirits they are the créa 
lion of a Creator, who is goodness and 
from whom nothing but what is * very 
good ' can proceed. In as far as they 
are evil, it is the consequence of a 
free act of their perverse will. Father 
Rosswinkel said that the teaching of 
the Sadducees was revived for the pur 
pose of turthei ing a well laid plan to 
discredit revf^ation. For, as Bayle, 
a fierce opponent of Christianity, re 
marks : “ Prove to unbelievers the
existence of evil spirits, and by that 
alone you will force them to concede 
all your dogmas.” The Bible is ex 
plicit in its teaching on the existence 
of evil spirits, but word has been 
passed along that the teaching of the 
Bible is to be discredited. Therefore 
the existence of a spirit world is to be 
denied. The Church maintains the 
existence of a spirit world, but she is 
to be decried as the scarlet woman of 
the Apocalypse ; and therefore a spirit 
world cannot exist. Remarkable 
apparitions of the Blessed Virgin have 
taken place in recent times, but their 
reality would be a proof in favor of 
Christianity. Therefore .again the 
existence of a spirit world is to be 
denied !

Father Rosswinkel maintained that 
no one was less superstitious than an 
intelligent Catholic, who gratefully 
accepts all the proved facts of science, 
but is not willing to accept conclusionsin 
no way warranted, Science has not and 
will not be able to prove the non ex
istence of a spirit worid.

Various phases of spirit manifesta
tions were then explained, as “ table 
talking, mind reading,” etc. While 
very much might and could be ex
plained either as downright humbug 
or by some natural principles, still 
there were certain phases which all 
proffered explanations failed to ex
plain, ln confirmation of which the 
lecturer cited some well authenticated 
facts.

Father Rosswinkel stated he was far
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The devil isLet us not mince words, 

abroad with honey on Ins tongue. 11a may 
wear a Worth gown and belong to the “ first 
families,” hut he is the same being who has 
ever been the enemy of man. We need a now 
crusade - a new renouncing of the devil and 
his works and his pomps ; a new advance of 
Christ’s true army against spiritual wicked 
ness in high places, and "God he with us !” 
for a war-cry.—Flora L, Stanfield in Ave 
Maria.
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V PE WRITING RETROSPECT
Between remembering the old year and 

looking forward to the new year, New Year's 
Day should be a busy one for a Christian. 
It ought to be a day of examination of con
science. Good Christians examine their con 
sciences in some manner or other daily, and 
some are so vividly in God’s presence that 
they scrutinize every act of their lives ; and 
this is what it is to he thoroughly conscien
tious. Conscientiousness when cultivated is 
nothing less than habitual consciousness of 
the Divine Presence. To he sure, some per 
sons are over particular in examination of 
conscience, and these are called scrupulous. 
But most of us are not scrupulous enough. 
The cultivation of the conscience tends to a 
constant realizing of the Divine Presence, 

" Lawrence McCarthy, probably the old- and when this become? habitual the soul be- 
est man in the world and the last survivor of comes perfect. .
the combatants at. Waterloo, has just died in There are two kinds of examination of con- 
the workhouse at Nenagh, Tipperary, aged science, both ot which are good. One is clone 
ono hundred ami fifteen leurs/’ at fixed times tiv some arrangement with

This scrap of contemporary history, culled one’s self honestly adhered to. I he other 
from the daily papers, furnishes the most kind of examination is spontaneous. In this 
eloquent, epigram on the " pride, pomp and latter case tlie conscience won t let you pass 
circumstance ot" glorious war ” we it ave seen an hour, or even a minute, without uinlergo- 
for a long time. The world is moved to tears ing scrutiny. In the former case ?/ou ex- 
at the story of Belisarius, blind, led by a amine your conscience, and in the latter your 
chilci, and begging alms from the wayfarers; conscience examines you. 1,1 et
but it weeps at what is most probably a myth numbers of persons, says a well-known 
Here is the case of a real hero of the present Paulist preacher, who need never examine 
century - one of those who assisted their consciences when preparing for contes-
in saving Europe, and especially England, sion ; they live habitually in the ivine I res- 
f'rom becoming the prey ot a tyrant swollen ence and are ready at all moments to perl or m 
with insatiable ambition, left to die a the highest spiritual duties, 
pauper’s death and till a parish coffin. But. for most of us we may truly say that 
Probably one of those blithe Irish no practice will produce better results for
lads, mere raw recruits, who marched persons of good sense than having fixed times
to the field of slaughter to the rollicking at which vve shall go over the actions ot the

, . , . fl , strains of "The Young May Moon” or "The day. And on New Nears Day, of all days
from believing all fatrv tales and Foxhunter’s Jig,” and whose impatient spirit in the year, wo should take account ot
Stories of hobgobins, but the fact that found it so hard to be kept standing in square conduct towards God and our neighbor and 
certain houses and places were by the ; all day long before the mad charges « f îWs ourselves, aud make good ,7,^“

. . « z-. î î, , . , t'uirassmrH How heautiiol to ht?ht and die future. I he fai t, is that on a nay ** ^permission o God allowed to be it. | "'defence of an empbe that lets her humble the old year rises up and dot,,«mis 
tested by evil spirits was undeniable, defenders sink into beggars’ graves while turn. Sumetimei we say, tho past is g. mo.
The counterfeit is proof of the exist- ! honors ami rivlies and titles are lavished oil But in truth there is no sm:h guild lev t as
ence of the genuine article, and thus ^.u offiX"-'‘iThohF,fimdrsîa.esT„v. of us if MîtSàd'^'BoliÜy Soïdl nut 
while again often deception is prac- ' eminent is often reproached for the facility with the old year. But there it is, hxedfnr 
ticed, still more flippant people will be with which men can get on its pension list, ever. The past year is an account- book

3RETZ, President
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THE STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES.

Classical and Cent* 
ic'.uding all ordinary 

For full particulars . A favorite argument against, the Church 
with certain of our Protestant friends is that it 
forbids or discountenances the reading and 
study of tho Scriptures by the people. You 
can find that argument in one form or an
other, in almost every Protestant book, 
paper and sermon, and although it has been 
refuted time and time again, it comes forth 
again as if its accuracy had never been 
questioned.

An Australian prelate, Dr. Del any, who is 
coadjutor to the venerable Archbishop 
Murphy, of Holiartown, gives this Protest
ai it. calumny against the Church a very effect
ive denial by pleading for a better edition iu 
English of the Bible than we now possess. Not 
that he finds any fault with the accuracy ot 
our improved English versions, but for the 
reason tiiat. ho fain would see published an 
ediiion supplied with notes by the best Bibli
cal scholars, and made accessible to every 
Catholic home.

wmBut this claim,
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not cannot err.
But there are other reasons which 

destroy his claim.
Church usurped authority and jurisdic 
tion not known and recognized before 
by the Churches, East and West, they 
would have protested against the en
croachment on their rights. But we 
find no such protest in the fifth century 
—the time assigned by the doctor 
when the imagined usurpation took 
place. On the contrary, at the time 
referred to the authority of the Pope 

emphatically recognized by the 
Council of Chalci-don iu Asia Minor, in 
451, as it had been recognized in the 
Council of Sardica in 317. Both these 

Oriental Councils. As for the

Had the Roman
'

Dr. Delany contends that it is ono of the 
chief duties of the Church to present, its 
Divine Founder to the people as lie really is 
and shows Himself in the lievealed Word. 
Sermons, conferences and doctrinal works 
may all. he «ay, contribute to this manifesta
tion of Christ to the people, but over anil 
above all those works, he holds “ that the in
spired words of the Gospels, the words of our 
Lord Himself, set in a framework of inter
pretation such as shall convey to the reader 
that precise sense which the Church derives 
from them, is the most effective of all ways. ’ 

The same idea was expressed at greater 
length by the Holy Father in his splendid 
encyclical on thu " Study of the Scriptures.” 
The Church has always favored and encour
aged popular reading ot lb ly W rit, her 
only concern in the matter being that the 
faithful shall be on their guard against per
verted translations ot the Word ut God.— 
Catholic Columbian.
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recognized than in the fifth century. 
It was about this time lived St. Augus
tine, the great Bishop of Hippo in 
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