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' deadlock, because the French
" dent would not be received at the

sh Cathiolic press has set forth
m very interesting historical facts
in a letter which we think it well
and timely to reproduce. The ex-
tracts which we take are somewnat

i lengthy, but their importance and

interest are such that we are confi-
dent our readers will appreciate their
contents. It is thus the correspond-

. ent writes:—

The news I gave in my last letter
to the effect that the King would
wisit the Holy Father now receives
confirmation on every hand. This is
something over which the subjects of
the King will rejoice, and especially
the many millions of Catholics liv-
ing in the Empire, and it is some-
thing not more interesting than in-
structive, even if it should yet
chance that the hopes be not realiz-
ed in full. No King of England has
ever visited a Pope of Rome, and
this is to come to pass— says a
suspiciously jubilant evening news-
paper—under the rule in Rome of the
kingdom of United Italy. Could there
be a plainer confutation, it asks, of
the ‘‘stupid”’ complaints about the
loss of the Temporal Power? But
are these ‘‘stupid?”’ Eleven or more
English Kings visited the Popes dur-
ing the first part of the Middle Ages,
and their residence was at the cele-
brated national institution called the
“‘Schola Saxonum,’’ a reflex of the
name of which is to be found in that
of ‘“Santo Spirito in Sassia’ to-day.
The institution did not prosper un-
der the Norman monarchs, and King
John made its properties over to
Pope Innocent III. (1198-1216). Nor
did any sovereign of the Norman
race visit Rome. With the house of
Tudor came the ‘‘Reformation,’’ aqd
thereaiter only one English monarch
was a Catholic. But Queen Vieworia
may be crédited with having _desir-
ed to visit Rome. The le('l‘(ll jour-
nalist does not refer to this, nor to
her never having passed Florence,
Ounly the conveniences of the present
situation are to be mentioned. And
now, \\’hl,' high and important con-
siderations of political interest were
to bring King Edward VII. to Rome,
he has been confronted with
trem!ly awkward dftemma.
go his own desire, ignore the natural
satisfaction of so many of his sub-
jects, and put a slight upon the
Holy See, was one alternative, yet,
on the other hand, his visit was ne-
cessarily to be brief, and if he was
to spend only about forty hours at
the Quirinal, it would be difficult for
him to fulfil all the formalities ne-
cesary for a visit to the Vatican,

The Holy See has made a distine-
tion between Catholic and non-Cath-
olic heads of States visiting Rome.
The former are not received at the
Vatican if they have come to visit
officially the Italian royalties. Its
attitude in the matter has prevented
the Emperor of Austria from return-
ing the visit which King Humbert
paid to Vienna, and the ill-feeling
between Italy and that Empire which
existed previously was increased by
the fact that King Victor Emmanuel

an ex-
To fore-

“recently omitted to visit Vienna, the

capital of a country forming part of
the Triple Alliance, though he went
to St. Petersburg, the capital of a
country belonging to the Dual Al-
liance. An incident occurred between
Italy and Portugal because the King
of the latter country wished to visit
the Pope only in KRome, and the Ita-
lian monarch in a summer resort. At
the present date the negotiations
between Italy and France about the
visit of the King to Paris are at a
Presi-

Vatican if he returned the visit in
Rome, And Italy insists that its
monarch shall receive official visits
only in Rome. But in making the

concession to non-Catholic heads of
States, the Holy See has invariably
maintained the rule that they must
~@tart for the Vatican from an ex-
territorial, and consedquently neutral,
spot. Thus the Emperor of Germany
proceeded thither from his ILegation

prevented him from satisfying
desire of having an audience. The
Qf'England is unfortunaveiy in
same condition. None of his
sters have the courage to pro-
diplomatic relations with the
g Bée, though au are convlnced.
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(Continued from Page Five)
ther subjects or nof, cannot be com-
pelled  to recéive 'the faith, even
should they have sufficient knowledge
of it.’”" (Suarez Tract de fide. Disp.
17, seet. 8, n. 4.) We see that the
opinion of Suarez with regard to the
matter is equally strong with thn
of 8t. Thomas,

Even the Reverend Edmund J.
O'Reilly, 8.J., the theological cory-
pheus of the modern Irish Church,
says: ‘‘Catholice and the Catmolic
Church are not disposed to preach a
crusade against Protestants settled
in any country, even when they
would prevail in the attempt.’’ (The-
ological Essays, page 270.) It can
be easily seen from this quotation
that his opinion accords with those
of the aforementioned theologians. It
also expresses the present disposition-
of the Church in dealing with mod-
ern heretics, like the English and
others, though they are far from ad-
mitting it.

But what need of my giving any
further authorities on this head,
since our canon law, as it stood in
ancient times and as it still stands,
renders irregular all those who have
actively concurred in the death or
mutilation of any human being, whe-
ther Catholic or heretjc, Jew or pa-
gan, even in a just war, or by exer-
cising the art of surgery, or by ju-
dicial proceedings. This irregularity
means that such persons cannot be
promoted to Holy Orders, or exer-
cise the orders they have already
received. Nay, when an ecclesiastic-
al judge has, after due examination,
pronounced guilty any person accus-
ed of obstinate heresy, he is requir-
ed by the Church to expressly de-
clare in her name that her power
extends no further than such deci-

And in case the obstingte and
unfortunate heretic is liable <‘hy the
laws of the land to suffer death, or
any other excessively severe punish-
he is obliged to use his good
offices towards obtaining his pardon,
Even the Council of Constance, in
condemning John Huss of heresy, de-
clared that its power extended no
further (Labbe’s Councils t. XII, p.
129). That fact alone should Si-
lence forever those who are continu-
ally accusing the Church of being
imbued with a spirit of persecution.

sion.

ment,

Those charges of persecution S0
frequently brought against the
Church, and for which the Church is

in nowise responsible, now claim con-
sideration. First comes the fnyuigi-
tion, the Spanish Inquisition, the
bugbear of all Protestants, no miat-
ter whetlier they read Fox’'s ‘‘Book
of Martyrs’’ or not. I wish 1o re-
mark that this Spanish Inquisition,
the terrors of which have been de-
picted in such lurid terms, was never
half so bad as the English inquisi-
tion established in Ireland by avos-
tate Elizabeth, and maintained by
her profligate successors, who called
themselves ‘‘defenders of the faith;”’
though if we judge them by the
standard of the ten commandments
we must say that their faith was of
a very scant kind. But to.return to
our subject. Sixtus the Fourth,
yielding to the importunities of
Queen Isabella, consented to the es-
tablishment of the Inquisition, as
he was advised that it was neces-
sary for the preservation of order in
the kingdom. But in 1481, the year:
following its introduction, when the
Jews cqmplained to him of its sever-
ity, the same Pontifl issued a Dull

against the Inquisition, in  which,
Prescott informs us, “‘he rebuked
their intemperate  zeal and even

threatened ~sthem with= deprivation.’”’
He even wrote to Ferdinand and Isa-
bella that ‘‘mercy towards the guil-
ty was more pleasing to God, than
the severity which they were using.”’
When the Pope could not eradicate
the evil, he encouraged the sufferers
to flee to Rome, where they™ found
an asylum, and where he took them
under his special protection. It
would seem that that fact alone
should set at rest forever the charge
of intolerance brojght against the
Church on account of the Spanish
Inquisition, over which the Pope ex-
ercised no ‘control, because when
once it received his approbation the
Spaniards conducted n, to suit them-
selves.

Next come Mary Tudor and the
Smithfield fires. Though this calym-
ny has been refuted thousanas ™ of
times, yet, I am sure, it will be re-
peated again and again as long as
there is a Protestant living who
draws his inspiration = from TFox,
| Hume - and D'Aubigne Let us 'buf

advocates to produce in its favor an
authority from Scripture,

Then there is the massacre of 8¢,
Bartholomew’s Day. That was “for
political and not religious puryosés,
a9 is well knownr-by. every student of
rallable history.

A glance at the kind of liberty of
conscience accorded to Catholice by
Protestants, whenever they had an
opportunity to assert themselvos, re-
veals a different condition of afiairs.
The learned Bergier defies ['rotest-
ants to mention even one town in
which their forefathers, when they
became masters, tolerated a single
Catholic, Rousseau, who was edu-
cated a Protestant, says that the
Reformation was intolerant from its
cradle and that its authors were
universal persecutors. (Lettres dc la
Mont.) That assertion seems to be
sweeping enough. Yet in their false
histories those Protestants are con-
tinually representing us as enacting
the role of persecutors. The Hugue-
not Minister, Jurien, acknowledzes
that the authorities of Geneva, the
Republics, England, Scotland, Mwe-
den, Denmark, etc., all employed the
power of the state to abolish “‘Pop-
ery,”” and establish in its stead the
Reformation. To go to the foun-
tain head. Luther, the father of Pro-
testantism, finding his new religion
which he had submitted to the Pope
condemned by him, immediately
sounded the trumpet of persecution
and murder against the Pontiff and
all his supporters. Hear his words:
“If we send thieves to the gallows,
and robbers to the block, why do
we not fall on those monsters of
perdition, the popes, cardinals and
bishops, with all our force, and not
give up until we have bathed our
hands in their blood.” (Ad Silvest
Perier.) That is one more ebullition
of the kind of Christian sentiments
with which Luther was imbued. St.
Paul, in writing to the Galatians,
says:; ‘For the law is fulfilled in
one sentence: Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself.”” In that case,
Luther was often delinquent in the
fulfilment of the law, because in his
writings he so frequently  exhibits
such a complete lack of charity to-
wards the ' Church to which he was
far from being an honor  while he
was a member of its fold.

It is said by the most reliable his-

torians that the infamous Baron
D’Adrets reveled in torturing and
mudering the Catholics within his
reach, and that on one occasion he

caused his son to literally wash his
hands in their blood. This is but
one of the many instances that could
be given of the inhuman cruelty
wreaked by the Huguenots on the
devoted Catholics of France. If there
was such an event as the massacre
of St. Bartholomew’s Day, the
Huguenots could only blame them-
selves for it. If we pass over to
Scotland we finé Knox rivaling Lu-
ther in barbarous ferocity of senti-
ment toward the Catholics. In all
his public utterances he maintained,
“It is not birth, but God’s election,
which confers a right to the throne,
and to the magistracy,’”’ and that,
‘““no promise, or oath to an enemy
of the truth, that {s to a Catholic,
is binding,”” and that ‘‘every such
enemy in a high station is to bhe de-
posed.”” The dire cruelties inflicted
by the primitive Protestants on the
devoted Catholics of Scotland could
be dwelt upon at length, did space
permit.

I feel that I cannot complete this
part of my argument without mak-
ing some reference, however, brief, to

England~ Milner says: “I  have
elsewhere shown from authentic
sources, that above twe  hundred

Catholics were hanged, drawn, and
quartered during Elizabeth’s reign,

the religion of their ancestors for al-
most one thousand years, Of this
number fifteen were condemnea to
death for denying the queen’s spiri-
tual supremacy, one hundred = and
twenty-six for the exercise of their
priestly functions, and the rest for
being reconciled to the Catholic
Church, for hearing Mass, or for
aiding or abetting Catholic priests.”
That alone is enough. to brand her |
name with infamy forever, but it is
not the hundredth part of what could
be said about her barbarous cruel-
ties. ]

I have shown that the Catholic
Church v,as'ulwayé an unflinching ad-
vocate of liberty of conscience, and
that she never persecuted any man
on account of his religious belief; T

have shown also by a few' mznnly’

vdmwnh‘bm many oft.heumwldﬁ

for the mere profession or exercise of |
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to the Roman Pontiffs, The lapse of
ages has but rendered their chains
heavier. This is amply proved even
by a few facts of not very remote
occurrence. In 1833 all the bishops
of the little kingdom of Greece sign-
ed the following declaration: ““The
national church, although it recog-
nizes no other spiritual chief than
Jesus Christ, recognizes at the same
time, as far as its government is
concerned, the King of Greece as its
supreme head.”” They add, it is true,
that their highest ecclesiastical au-
thority consists of a permanent sy-
nod of bishops and archbishops, yet
they do not tell us that all  the
members of that assembly are really
nominated by the King, and that a
delegate of the King, by right, forms
part of it, and that every
arrived at in his absence, and which
bears not his signature, is null,

In 1848, the patriarchs of Alexan-
dria, Antioch, and Jerusalem, in.con-
cert with their brother of Constan-
tinople, issued an address to the
members of their communion. In it
we find the following: ‘In exwraor-
dinary difficulties we write to the
Patriarch of Constantinople because
that city is the seat of the empire,
and because its Patriarch has prece-
dency in the synods. If our irater-
nal concurrence settles the question
the difficulty is finished, otherwise we
refer the matter to the government
acgording to the custom established
by law.” (Tondine, Le Pape de
Rome, et les Papes de L’Eglise Or-
thodoxe, page 235.) According to
that pronunciamento the supreme
power rests with the Sultan, us head
of the go‘ernment for deciding reli-
gious qunthnns about which the four
great patriarchs cannot agree. We
must not be surprised then, that a
few years ago the Sultan, by virtue
of his own authority, separated the
Bulgarian church from the Datri-
archate of Constantinople. The Rus-
sian church, while tr'yi'ng at present
to absorb the Greek schismatic
church, has always considered the
spiritual supremacy” of the Czar as
one of its fundamental tenets. Cath-
erine the Second, towards the lat-
ter part of the eighteenth century,
openly declared, without any opposi-
tion from the orthodox clergy, as
they call themselves, but with little
reason, that sovereigns are invested
by God with supreme authority in
the church. I am sure it would be
difficult to find a Cracovian who
would admit that God ever invested
with any kind of authority, *‘Cath-
erine the Wicked,”” one of whose
most glaring and nefarfous ceimes
was to cause the downfall of Poland.
Paul I, openly proclaims himself head
of the Russian church, and asserts
thut his divinely constituted author-
ity extends to all thlngs ecclesiastic-
al within the empire. Furthermore
he states that all the clergy must
yield - to ‘him explicit obedience.
Those Russians do not seem to have
much liberty of conscience. 'nlg Czar |
is the(r spiritual chief. He au:idn
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land by the councils of the cantons
'and the Grand Council of Berne, and
in England, Denmark, and Sweden,
by kings and parliaments. Heresy
would have none of the beneficent
guardianship of the Church. It look-
ed upon the Sovereign Pontiff as a
foreign potentate, usurping the do-
main of souls. But by withdrawing
itself from the legitimate authority
it had necessarily to seek elsewhere
for support to save itself from ap-
proaching and inevitable ruin. Tt
made itself the slave of kings; it

tions; it lavished caresses on the
great; it cringled; and alas! it still
cringes to all those powers that are
the real masters of Ms existence..
From the beginning it had for its
high priest a debauched king, who
for expedition in' ridding himsed of
his wives far outstﬁm&ed the Bo\\tb

sought to profit by political revolu- |

Anglican Church, still exist in all
their, vigor. The king, or the reign-
ing queen, is in possession of the su-
preme ecclesiastical power but must
recognize tw,a/dia:;}qi:nlly opposite
churches, the Presbyterian in Scot-
land, and the Anglican in Eng-
land.”” The old adage, ‘‘consistency
thou art a jewel,”’ does not seem to
apply to them. Furthermore, we can
state that outside the ministers and
Parliament it is the Privy Council,
since 1838, that has been exercising
supremacy over religion and the
church; Parliament made it the su-
preme court of appeal in all ecclesi-
astical discussions pertaining to doc-
trine or . discipline. By a strange
contradiction ' common enough in
English history, laymen form the ma-

jority of it even wnan it is not en-
of

lseopd Church!
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