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One proviso must be inserted in this recipe. To
be effective, the cultivation must be thorough
Slipshod methods actually seem to encourage weed
growth. The man who does his work extra
is the one who will combat weeds
the other man will alwayvs be their

lncid(lntall‘v, we may

well
successfully
victim

remind our readers of the
advisability of prompt after-harvest cultivation of
all stubble fields that
meadow. Immediate

have not
shallow plowing, followed
by rolling and harrowing, germinates the

seeds, which would otherwise lie

been secded  to

weed
dormant, to work
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Our Maritime Letter.

Owing to the very backward condition of the
crops in these Maritime Provinces, it is not easy
to forecast with any degree of accuracy just what
the season has in store for us, all other things
being equal.  Traversing the castern portion of
the country, from Kingston to Prince Idward
Island, last week, we were struck with the general
backwardness. Montreal is usually three weeks
in advance of us, at least ; it seemed this year
to be barely abreast. West of Montreal the grain
Was larger and the potatoes and well up
in the rows, but for June and Ontario, certainly
none too promising. They were haying on the
farms of St. Anne de Bellevue, but, to the ordi-
nary eye, appeared to
ably by the forelock.
farm,
which
plant
rate.

corn

be taking time unmistak-
Nearer Montreal than this
Weé Saw some pretty nice fields of alfalfa,
seemed to convince us that this
might bhe grown successfully there, at any
Our own meadows here, on the Island, are
nearly so heavy as they promised.
tinued

valuable

not The con-

cold rains them
almost
curing, will be handled easily enough
with ordinary machifery LOf there
in protected places, specially limed, or, with us,

mudded, protected, fields of

appears to have stunted

considerably, and what we expected to be
impossible of

course, are;

and some 1mmense

clover.  The timothy is not vet out in head. With
the heat which we are now getting, and the ex-'
traordinary quantities of moisture conserved, we

may have a much better showing by haymaking,
which with us this Year will surely run well into

July, and possibly August. This is unusually
late The alfalfa plots growing in the Province

are looking fine.
the

We have located a number over

Island on trial, and they have all passed
their first winter successfully. Some  are on
heavy soil, some on the light sandy soil which
covers this Province pretty generally. It has

been contended that g good light, warm soil, with

a gencrous supply of limme and potash, was best
suited to the successful growth of lucerne. The
heavy, clayvey plot ol Peter Doyle, of Lot 7, per-
haps the heaviest soil in the Province, and one
which must he deficient in lime, too, for it was
never mudded or himed, and is cleared since the
early days of settlement, of gll others, is easily
the most promising. Indeed, we never saw
such a stand of clover anywhere, its rich dark-
green attracting the eye every tine we pass the
place, contrasted with the other growing grasses
adjacent The soil is well manured, we know,
and, whilst we expected 1t to favor the ecarly
growth after sceding, we were afraid that the

shaley subsoil would not permit of the roots pene-

trating to the extent necessary for successful cul-
ture. We have no personal knowledge of alfalfy
attempts in Nova Scotia or New
possibly Prof.

Brunswick, but
Cumming or sonie other agricultural

leader there may give us the mteresting informea-
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of the Grand Trunk Railway, through that
famous quintette of agricultura] counties, Perth,

Waterloo, Wellingt
smiling
aflords a bleasing
thrift
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in the breach than the observance. That we re.
quire legislation to make people do what they
should be most anxious to do for decency’s ang
their own sake, is the pity. If the public g2ood
necessitated the passing of such measures, how
ever, we hope that no inferior motive will prevent
their being fully exerted against delinquents
this head.

on

Speaking of ragwort, we have on our table
Dr. Rutherford’s evidence before the Select Stan-

ing Committee of the House of Commons, on the

Conservation of the Health of Domestic Animalg,
and in it he gives the latest results of the experi-
ments the Iederal Government is making gt
Cloverville, Antigonishe County, N. S., to fasten
the blame for the Pictou cattle disease ontg this

plant. The Doctor thinks the experiment has re-

moved all doubt. Not only is the ragwort gl
ways found where this dire disease flourishes, bhut
1t can be induced anywhere by the ingestion by
the cattle of dried grasses among which it has
been made up. His experiments cover three

Years now, and he regards themn as conclusive, so

far as cattle are concerned He is asking for
authority to continue them with horses. The
disease is not contagious ; it is the result, he

avers, of ingesting the dried plant.
stage it is

In the green
not caten to an extent by any animals
except sheep, and they appear to crop it
With impunity.
pure

down

All the cattle fed on a mixed or
which the was found,
The Doctor does not say whether
or not he believes the green plant, if taken into
the stomach of animals, would cause this cirrhos-
1s of the liver : he simply declares that the dried
weeds, unmixed with hay, caused sure
There are those who contend,

ration in
died in time.

dried weed

mixed or
death ultimately .

With some show of success, that it is not the
plant itself that is noxious, but that in its dry-
Ing stage with other gras: 1t is the breeding-
ground of a deadly fungus, which plays havoe
With the animals ingesting it to any extent. 'This
theory the Doctor does not even mention in the
¢vidence before us, although it is somewhgt widely
held, and all the ¢xperiments he mentions would
completely uphold it In any case, he thinks— F
and in this we g]] agree—that no time should be

lost in ridding the infested areas
our own Province)

the

(among them
of a plant enemy so declaredly
health of domestic animals.

A. E. BURKIL.
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The Country in July.

(Editorial (‘orrespondunce.)

A run of 120 miles in July, over the main line
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substantiai farm homesteads,
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