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great improvement in the appearance of a crop,
preventirg the ripening of weeds, and making har-
vesting and threshing much pleasanter. Those
who are so unfortunate as to have their fields in-
fested with wild mustard and ox-eye daisy are sub-
jects for sincere commiseration, for these are per’
sistent producers, hard to get rid of, and requir-
ing a persistent warfare for their eradication.
For the destruction of the first named, spraying
with bluestone solution presents a practicable
means, which has been adopted by but few. For
the destruction of the daisy there seems to be no
practical method but repeated cultivation and
hand-weeding. Herds of pure-bred stock are more
plentiful in this district than in most, the beef
bieeds of cattle, Shorthorns and Herefords, pre-
dominating, while excellent flocks of Lincoln and
Leicester skeep are found on many farms. The
quality of the land Dbeing favorable to maintain-
ing permanent pastures, many farms have been
seeded almost entirely to grass, and cattle are be-
ing grazed for the export beef trade, though not
as many by one-half as the pasturage would
profitably carry this year. The.,complaint is com-
mon that enough good cattle cannot be secured,
and the grass is going to wasté. The problem
of securing a sufficient number of suitable cattle
is one that seriously confronts feeders and grazers
throughout the country, and the wonder is where
thev are to come from, as very few calves are be-
ing rai ed, and they not generally of a good beef
tvie. the neglect to use pedigreed bulls of the beef
hreeds being vet far too common. 1f an increasing

numle: of f rmers go into the business of graz-

mg. amstead  of general  farming, there will be
fower  calves  raised while dairvmen rear only
heifers <ufliciert to replace worn-out or unprofit-
ah'e (ow: ard the «uestion, * Where are the
wcecrs 1o o cane Dom ?7 s a pertinent one A
plea ant feature of Middlecex and adloining coun-
Lies tive many con-ide able stretches of woods
thot ) a Lewn preserved, and the numerous wide

frecs deft n the fields to afford
ol | from the summer sun, while
1 b g R tiries by the roadsides and

about the homesteads has been generously prac-
ticed, adding much to the beauly of the country
and of farm homes. ‘The roadside trees in many
places are being utilized instead of posts on which
to fasten woven wire fencing, narrow strips of
lumber being first nailed to the trees and the
wire stapled to these—a con-iderable saving of ex-
pense now that suitable posts are so costly and
diflicult to secure. Where there are not lines of
trees iron posts are in some instances substi-
tuted, with what satisfaction we are unable to
state. .

In this section of the country, as in others, it
has occurred to the writer that many farmers in
choosing a location for their barns and other out-
buildings have made ° the mistake, from an
artistic point of view, of placing the barn in }mo
with or nearer to the road than is the dwelling,
ins‘ead of keeping it in the rear of the house, or,
at least, further back from the road. The effect
of a well-planted and tiimmed foreground to the
house is often sadly marred and spoiled by un-
couth outbuildings and a barnyard filled with
manure nearer to the road, forcing tl\omsel.\'es
upon the view of the passer-by. This nbj(‘(‘t.mn—
able effect might generally be avoided by a little
forethought when new buildings are to be erected,
but where a mistake has been made, perhaps the
best that can be done is to hide the manure heap
with a high-board fence, and plant a row of ever-
greens to grow into a screen in the vears to come.
Another common mistake is the failure to provide
an entrance door at the back or end of the sta!ylos
to avoid the necessity of plunging through a dirty
barnyard every time ane goes to the stable.

A run by rail through the fertile counties of
Perth, famous for dairying, corn ensilage, and
silo= ; Wateiloo, undulatirg, picture-que, and
cettled largely with thrifty people of (:(\rm.an ex-
traction, noted as the first to introduce in this
country bank barns with an overshot shed, good
fnrmeré and feeders generally, and \\'?Ilingt(wn,
famed for feot stock and big turnip fields, we
come to sturdy, substantial Peel Cm‘mt_v, the
native place of the writer, where the evidences of
recent prosperity in high~class new houses nr]d
barns is more striking than in any other district
we know of. The soil in this country is generally
a rich clay loam, shadipg in some places to heavy
clev, and in others to sandy loam. In the fifties
and sixties of last century winter \vhont_wns the
leading crop here produced, the vields being often
from 30 to 40 bushels per acre after a summer-
fallow, which was the common custom lp those
days. [.ater, from the-continuous cropplng, the
vield became less, and the U. S. barlev market, at
4hig prices, tempted to devoting too much of the
farm to that crop, which was profitable for t.he
{ime belng, but left little of fertilizing material
to go back to the land. Many farms \voro”(hug
greatly impoverished, and when the McKinley
Bill shut up the States market manv people
imagined that the best days for farmmg. were
]\astr; but the loss of that market proved, in the
end, a blessing in disguise. If the style of farm-
ing then in vogue had been continved, the power
of the land to preduce that cereal would soon
have been reduced nearly to the vanishing point,
unless more stock was fed and a rotation of
crops. including clover, adopted. The barley
market having failed them, the more prudent
farmers turned their attention to dairving and
the feedine of cattle and other steck.  The export
trade in live animals for the British market open-
ed a profitable outlet for these products, with the
result that from growing clover and feeding most
of the rough grains on the farm lands that were
once concidered of little value have heen restored
to fertility and productiveness, until in re-ent
vears as heavy vields of grain as in the vears _nf
the virgin soil have teen common. and even In
this year, when fall wheat, from winter-kil'ing, is
generally a partial failure. the crop in the H!‘(jzlfn-r
rart of this county is unifermly eood, nromising
a yield of thirty bushels or more, and other crons
in proportion, proving that the fertility of the
soil, if fairly treated, is practicallv inexhbaustihle
while clover looks good for two to two and a half
tons an acre, and pastures are going to waste for
l-ck cf sufficient stock to consume the egrass, al-
though many are stocked with steers hought in
the Toronto stock-vards, that are growin? rapidly
into money. The compleint. however, of a scar-
citv of de~ent-ouality cattle is common here. as
in the West, and farmers are facing the fact that
good stockers are getting more and more difficult
to obtair ; while the unwelcome truth is apparent
that unless good bulls are more generally  used
the reputation of our export catfle must seviousiy
<uffer and a 1lessant and profitahle bhranch of

farming will lanauis<h J.oCO8

A ‘“ Home ’’_Paper.

Tl e Farmer's Advocate " is a welcome pape
in our honw I 1i'e the Home Magazine Depart
ment very onch I know the '* ¥armer's Advo
cate ’ i prized very much since it hecame a week

Iv paper. and that monev paid for it is a good
inmvestment 1o o farmer
Grexy o, Ot

MRS JON DUNCAN
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HORSES.

A Fixed Type Wanted.

Col. Lawler, who has been through Canada buy g
horses for a special purpose in the British army, .«
that although he has been over this country from Ny
Ocleans to Lake Superior, and from the Atlantic (
the Pacific, he has failed to tind the horses he wants
coal-black geldings or mares, 15.2 to 16 hands, weigh-
ing about 1,500 Ibs. They must be ‘* breedy,’’ well get
up, with good appearance.

Last winter Mr. W. S. Spark described this cli.x of
horse to a meeting of horsemen in Toronto, showed ug
illustrations of the type, and when asked to state the
breeding of some of them, disclosed some wonderful ¢ir-
cumlocution in the science of horse production. One
horse, a particular favorite, had the blood of the ordij-
nary Canadian farm mare, Clydesdale and Thoroughhred
commingled in just the proper proportions, but Cana-
dian breeders can hardly be expected to follow that line
of breeding. No doubt there is a large place for the
type of horse Coi. Lawler wants, but we haven't ROt
him, and about the most likely source from which such
h()r.ses can spring is from the road horse stock we have
on hand now, through careful selection with the ohject
of securing more size. In the horses that are to bhe
found upon the roads and streets in Canada to-day is
foundation material for one of the most useful hrendlq of
horses ever evolved, and intelligent selection, persistent
breeding and an honest studbook are the requisites
necessary to the fixation of the type.

Likes Fall Foals Best.

An article, *“ Provide for the Colt,”” in a recent
nunmiber of the “* Farmer’s Advocate,” reminds me
that 1 have raiced twenty-three colts without hav-
ing the misfortune to lose one from any cause,
and have never had occasion to administer a drop
of medici e. lLast year I had a foal ~ome in
Septemler, and never raised so fine a one before.
If T we e a voung man again, I would have all
my focls come in the fall, then 1 could provide for

them as I would like In summer time it is al-
most impossible to give them the care they re-
quire. For my last fall's colt, T made a box

12 x 18 inches, and 6 inches deep, and put in
some ground cats, bran, and a little oil meal and
some sweet apples cut in small slices. He was
delighted with that bill of fare, and when he got
to bLe three months old T cut hay and mixed the
meal with that. Ile had exercise every day in a
paddock. At ceven months 1 prepared him for
weaning. I lel Fim suck three times a day for
the first week, twice the second, once a day the
third week, and he never lost an ounce of flesh.
Elgin Co., Ont. R. JONES.

The Show Type of Shire.

Is there such a thing as a show type of Shire horse?
The question may well arise, in view of the somewhat
puzzling results of the show-ring, where not infrequent-
ly the breeder wonders whether or not the dray market
and the show-ring have anything in common. There
are still breeders who desire to see most things sacri-
ficed for weight, and however laudable their purpose, it
is to he feared that in these days weight is not every-
thing It is becoming more and more evident that in
the judging of Shires in the show-ring judges begin at
the foot, and where ten years ago a foot would be
considered passably bhig, to-day it would be discarded
as either too narrow or too shallow True, in the
olden days, when white legs were of smafller considera-
tion than they are now, the hoof was of tougher mate-
rial There is nothing like a good blue hoof for wear-
ing, and old breeders well understood the fact Now-
adays, however, beyond an occasional remark upon the
color, there seams to he little objection even to the
white hoof, which on the arid plains of America and
in hot and dry countries very rarely stands the wear
and tear. Here in the show-vard the white leg is of
great assistance, and many a mare has been penalized
because she has failed to show that little bit of finish,

which white silky feather and catchy markings so vivid-.

ly impress upon the memory.

Distinctly there is a show-yard type of Shire in so
far that a white leg is looked upon as a valuable asset.
Of the hoof it may be said that there is practically
consonance with the requirements of the town markets,
although naturally the desire for white legs has brought
with it the concomitant exchange of a blue hoof for a
white one. which most breeders will agree is not alto-
aether most profitable Then, again, one meets with
fewer straight-hocked Shires in the show-ring than one
To-day the cry is all for
quality, and if we mistake not the tendency seems to

was wont to do in the past

be to sacrifice even a little subhstance for quality. This,
however, is hyv no means the fault of the breeder Tt
1< extremely difficult to get activity and great substance
combined in the one animal, and while there are plenty
of animals which exemplify it. it will he readily ad-
mitted that the great majority do not The town
tfrade now runs on the lighter active horse, which can
do its five or six miles an honr, where hitherto three
to four was considered good enough The show-vard
therefore, is not <o much out of line with the draft
market as some people would have us believe

Then in the quality of the limbs anything like a
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