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Customs Valuation of Horses too Low.
As an outcome of the active demand for horses 

which has existed in this country during the past 
two or three years, a great deal of range stock 
has been crossing the boundary from the adjoin
ing State» to the south. Although a few of 
these animals have be* of a type suited to light 
farm work, the great majority have represented a 
class that are always dear at any price. Never
theless, a great many have found their way onto 
Western farms and ranches, where, much to the 

This is the season when some farmers regard detriment of the development of our horse-breed- 
all pasture fields except their own as common 
property. They turn loose their pigs, steers and 
colts to find sustenance in the cold world, never 
reflecting that their visits to their neighbors' 
wheat stacks are just as objectionable to their 
neighbors as the visits of their neighbors’ cattle 
are to them.

*3 Siftings.
the Farmer’s Advocate

and Home Magazine.

Grain )m An American exchange says that the average 
State Fair side-show needs disinfecting badly. 
The same might be said of a great many side
shows in this country.
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If you expect to have your pigs fat within a 
reasonable time, feed them regularly. A big feed 
will not make up for a lost meal.
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of farmers’

ing industry, a considerable percentage have been 
used for breeding purposes.

Anyone who has ever been engaged in horse
raising is aware that it costs practically as much 
to raise a poor horse as it does a good one, and 
hence the question has arisen, why should this in
ferior stuff be allowed to flood the country and 
deteriorate the average standard of Western
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i. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is published on the fifth and 
twentieth of each month.

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or parties, handsomely 
with original engravings, and furnishes the most 

- profitable, practical and reliable information for farmers, dairy- 
men, gardeners, and stockmen, of any publication in Canada.
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We are always pleased to receive practical articles. For such as 
we consider valuable we will nay ten cents per inch printed 
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We learn from the KiHarney Guide that quite horses at a time when the tendency should be td-
ward something higher. This subject was pretty 
fully discussed at thetannual meeting of the Mani
toba Horse-breeders’ Association, held in Winni
peg last February, and also at the Territorial 
breeders’ meeting at Calgary in May. At the 
former a strong resolution was passed and for
warded to the Dominion Government, praying 
that the minimum valuation on horses crossing 
“ the line ” be placed at one hundred dollars; or, 
in other words, that every horse crossing be 
sidered worth at least one hundred dollars, and 
be taxed accordingly. In defence of this it was 
argued, and, we belierve, rightly, that a horse 

Since the Alaskan Boundary Commission gave worth less than that sum was not calculated to 
its report, Americans think arbitration is all 
right.
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::v $a.oo a movement is going on in naming farms in Kil-
larney district, and many farmers have got letter
heads printed bearing the name of the farm. The 
suggestion was published in our columns a few 
months ago, and we are glad to see that it has 
taken effect. Every farmer should name his 
homestead. It costs nothing.
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At last the Governor-in-Council has signed the No Goveicon-
A mend ments to the Grain Act, and it has become 
law. Truly, parliaments move slowly.

• * .

be any improvement to the horseflesh of the 
try, and, hence, his importation should not be 
encouraged.

matter coun-

The Territorial breeders favored 
raising the valuation from the present rate of 
twenty-five dollars per head to fifty, and 
lution was forwarded to Ottawa, praying that the 
change be made.

The members of the Winnipeg Board of Trade 
who think the present Exhibition Park site suit
able for a Dominion Exhibition, have, evidently, a 
pretty small idea as to the value of such an in
stitution to this country.

a reso-

So far, however, nothing has 
been done, and according to the report of a depu
tation from the Ontario Horse-breeders, 
visited Ottawa a few weeks ago, to ask,

The big railway magnate of the Great North- other things, that the minimum valuation of
American horses crossing to Canada be raised, no 

Canadian soil change may be expected until more forceful 
will be back again, but he’ll be mighty badly are made, 
fooled.

which. . .
among

The Change to a Weekly.
In another column will be found a full 

nouncement regarding our intention to change the 
** Farmer's Advocate ” from a semi-monthly to a 
weekly publication.

ern may think that a lot of people from his 
adopted country who are now on

ife
appealsan-

Dominion 1
They have not crossed for fun. It would appear that the Government is afraid 

of depriving the farmers who are not horse-breed
ers of cheap horses.
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newcomers,
A little investigation, how

ever, shows that the dealer, and not the farmer, 
is the only individual who is, under the present 
regulation, receiving benefit. Not long ago a 
representative of this paper had the privilege of 
inspecting a band of one hundred Colorado horses 
that were being offered for 
Alta.
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* * •Oar Christmas Number.

November 20th, we will have something" to say 
of the Christmas number, and the preparations on 
foot to make it better than ever before.

As o
Rosthern, Saak., has an agitation in favor of 

a meat-curing plant, 
said to be in sight.

All necessary facilities are

II * * *
sale at Lethbridge, 

These animals had passed the customs at 
State of Montana is still in existence at a place Coutts, where they were valued at from twenty-
near Manhattan. It was made from old wagon bo thirty-five dollars, but when
tires by a local smithy, at a cost of $125.00. little further north the dealer

The first plow ever used in what is now the
Was the Editor Wrong?

Village parson (entering country editor’s office) :
“ You promised to publish that sermon I sent 

on Monday, hut I do not find it in the latest issue of 
your paper.”

they got a 
considered them 

worth on an average at least sixty, if sold to one
buyer, and as prices go at present our représenta- 
tive considered they 
high.

you

m Reports from different points in 
Manitoba are to the effect that 
fall plowing has been done, and much of the land 
will be in good condition for

SouthernEditor—“ I sent it up. 
was the name of it ? " 

Parson

It surely went in. What were not rated much 
But why was more duty not charged ? Is 

the customs department being defrauded ? 
enquiry we believe that the valuating 
the point in question is quite as capable as most 
men in his position. The difficulty seems to be 
that the present regulation is only calculated to 
be enforced in a half-hearted way. From the in
structions sent out by the Commissioner of Cus- 
toms to collectors of 
1902, we read :

m
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tooa great deal of

’ ’ Feed my Iambs.’ ”
Editor (after searching through the paper)—” Ah— 

yes—um—here it is. 
and he put it under the head of ’ Agricultural Notes,’ 
as ’ Hints on the Care of Sheep.’ ”

From 
officer at

a crop next season.

E You see, we’ve got a new sub
The number of accidents that have been 

corded during this year’s shooting season has been 
appalling, and is conclusive evidence that 
man who goes hunting is not fit to

re-
was mam
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carry a gun.Lots of a Kind. Western Canada. 
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customs, dated Dec. 18th. 

You may estimate the fair 
market value of horses fit 
Canada,

A Scotch farmer in one of the districts through 
which a line of railway is being constructedII no pa 

°<l in t he live-sto'
The latest fad in farming is reported 

Atikokan
Center, where an enterprising individual has 
taken to raise foxes within an enclosure, 
of his favorites are black and others 
second generation has appeared, and the venture 
is said to give signs of

from 
Mine 
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was the the C. N. Railway, west of to be imported into 
as a general rule, to be not less than 

twenty-five to thirty dollars 
advance within
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other day endeavoring to bring his cattle in 
collie. The cattle
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view

each, in view of theirtrack, and the Scotchman 
the other. a recent period.

On a twenty-five dollar horse the duty is but 
hve dollars crossing from United States to Can-

He was not gray.very successful, and the rad ii the impo
way workmen indulged in much merriment at the Scotch
man’s predicament, 
order which collie did not

persons having s

mf

success." Gae Ole immensity of 
dust

wide olT,’’ ad a, whereas if 
kind of

aw a was an a Canadian wishes to take any 
a horse to the States, he is obliged to 

ar" El E Ieast thirty dollars. It is but another 
in . ‘.er® tbe American Government is protect-
dumned mduEy’ while its inferior stuff is being 

mped °n Canadian soil. Is it not time that
withniai, E Sh,°uld be Presented to the Government 

a c force that its importance demands ?

seem to understand and at 
every fresh repetition of it the railway men laughed more
loudly.
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The United States Government has 
rangements with the Chippewa Indians, whereby 
the Red Lake Reservation in Minnesota 
thrown open for settlement at ten o’clock 
10th.
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At laat the Scotchman gave it up in disgust 
yelling at the dog, ” Ha, ye’re an ignorant blockhead,’ 
an’ there’s lots o’ ye’r kind here the

A will be 
on Nov. 

acres.

I he Indians of l’iapot s Reserve brought thirty 
loads of wheat into Regina one day recently, and 
according to the ” West, 
any that had been offered 
up to that time.
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All that Is usually needed to convince a iran of 
the superior merits of the Farmer's Advocate is to 
show him a copy for careful perusal. Send for a 
couple of sample copies for that purpose, and you 
will soon be able to send us his subscription.

('let a,c 10yse Commissioner Castle reports that on 
, r ,,.tb tbe shipments of grain were one and 

v . ' ' 10n bushels behind the same period last
f<ai '. . late harvest and unfavorable weather
fallin11 eSbm^ vvere undoubtedly responsible for the
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