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she writes that she means to be there, and we 
may be Sure that very little will be allowed to 
escape her observant eyes. Meanwhile, what we 
write in this issue must bo in the main retro
spective, a little moss to till up the chinks in 
this old edifice with a new lace, a few reminders 

without which the present wouid beiv
of a past 
shorn of half its meaning-

Whilst the crowning of monarchs is not ob
ligatory in every country, and there are a few 
reigning monarchs who have never gone through 
any specific ceremony, yet in most countries it 
would be considered unlawful for the Sovereign 
not to be crowned, not to take publicly 
the oath of faithfulness to his subjects, 
not (as in Great Britain and Ireland) to 
swear that he will observe the laws by 
which those countries are governed, and to act 
within the limitations laid down for his guidance 
and direction. In this lies the crux of the whole 
matter. It is as a marriage vow between Sov
ereign and people, a sacred bond not to be dis
solved except by death.

As a rule, the placing of the crown upon the 
roval head has been accompanied by the stiu 
more ancient form of anointing with od- 
fias a holier meaning still, a rite of c°£SBCra;1;,°” 
to the service of God himself, before Whom all 
nations bow." In this, as in numerous other in
teresting details, it will be observed that the 
present coronation ceremony has fo' °^d , “ 
nearly as possible the same lines as those lai 
down several hundieds of years ago.

It is pleasant to read in the columns of an 
American magazine, which gives its 
some beautiful illustrations of Westminster Abbey 
and other historic spots connected with the

see—to oft, &las !" Our petty cares we 
Thro’ morbid fancy's magnifying glass."
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O Lord,” had just been granted, leaving no 
heart-aching anxiety to cause a jarring note or to 
mar the harmony of the voices which greeted the 
Sovereign as he was escorted to the sacrartmm 
In the words of the fine old anthem, *' I was glad 
when they said unto me, we will gjo into the 
house of the LordJ” Nor can either of the Royal 
pair fail to read a new meaning—one of asmn- 
once and encouragement—in the rejoicing shouts 
of " Vivat Rex Edwardus ” and " Vivat Régi™* 
Alexandra,” which, according to time-honored 
usage, the " King's Scholars ” of the Old Abbey 
School are allowed to utter as their Majesties 
pass before the boys’ own allotted gallery on 
their way to the choir. That new meaning must 
some to them as a promise and a prophecy that 
the Strength greater than her own, upon which,

through her long reign, 
Victoria the Good so 
trustfully relied, and 
tor which She so ear 
mostly prayed on 
morning of her corona
tion, will assuredly 

be denied them. 
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expense which might well have be® ^ared. 
T„ others that one jot or one tittle of the od- 
servance, or its cost, however lavish, 
heen overlooked, would be an unpardonable
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Queen even having her 
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let the 
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i hence-our

forth join with those of 
fellow subjects from 

Britain over the sees, 
that it may be granted 
to King Edwaid our 
King, and to Alexan
dra his sweet consort, 
each to bear, through 
a long tale of years, 
a stainless sceptre and 

a spotless

cholera.
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ture failed « to please
the populace, w^o - g it would take a vpl-
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If ever
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COACH OF HI8 
MAJESTY KINO

the state

Archbishop of York, 
Who crowned the Queen.Archbishop of Canterbury » 

Who crowned the King.
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