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That Merger.
By Peter McArthur.
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ediate indiznation with which it was received
the most hopeful signs of the times.
mind of the countiry is concCen-
trated on tae war it is a good sign to find suca
jnstant impatience of any scheme that would in-
I-rease the power of \any individual or corporation.
]Lsecause we were so apathetic in the past the
corporations were able to do as they liked.
Possibly they thought that the present would be
the pest time to “dig therpSelVes in’’—that no on:
would be paying attention. But they were (all
wrong. The people have at last Jearned to some
oxtent that powerful corporations mean weak
overnments and now is the pime when we need
the strongestgovernment possible. Railroad cor-
orations with inordinate ambitions and other
interests that are at present prowling for more
power and privileges would he wise to take warn-
ing from the -opposition to the -bank merger.
They may have found political deais helpful in the
past but the people are not now in a temper to
endure juggling of .any kind. A Those to whom the
tragedy of the war has come home in a personal
way have little interest in business or political
trickery. They want fair dealing, candor and
sincerity during the struggle for which, they are
"making such sacrifices and are not likely to endure
anything else. If I am not mistaken the attitude
of the' great mass of the people towards both
business and political interests at the present
time might be summed up in the final words of
the Grand Duke Nicholas to the Russian 'army
contractors : '*‘No stealing, gentlemen!’’

* * * *

A. C. Gardiner, Editor of the London Daily
News, whose books, “‘Prophets, Priests and Kings”’
and “‘Pillars of Society’’ have done so much to
inform the public regarding the personality of the
men engaged in the war has just published
another volume entitled ‘‘“The War Lords.’”” While
it contains much that helps to give a glimmering
of the men it so characterizes it has one passage
that is more significant than anything else in the
book.

““Tne remarkable thing in this)collosal struggle
is"the absence of the element of personality. It
is as though the forces at work are too vast to
permit the emergence of the individual, as though
nothing but some collective, impersonal intelli-
gence is capable of manipulating hosts which are
beyond the comprehension of the human mind.”’
There is the situation in a very few words. The
war is too great to be directed by :men, or under-
'stood by men and we'are as incapable of promot-
Ing peace as we are of directing the war until it
has run its disastrous course.
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Crops in York County.

l-ldi§m~ ‘“The Farmer’s Advocate’” :

The crops in York County, Ontario, promised
to be such as we never had harvested :atthe end
{»f July. Then a very small percentage of ‘the
fall wheat was standing and about 50 per cent.
of the harley.

The storm of August 3 put all other grain
crops down so it was impossible to cut more
than one way. The frequent showers kept the low
land so wet that the binder would not run. It
Was a great task for those farmers who could
cut their crop to get it in a suitable condition
to mow away. \

The corn went down to the ground, especially
the well-advanced crop. Tt has straightened up
Considerably bhut it will be impossible to cut it
more than one way.

The mangels are not injured to any great
j'thnt, but the turnips have simply ceased grow-
g and the under leaves are turning yellow and
drOl‘D}nL’ off. We still are in hopes for we think
there is yet time for a good crop of turnips if
We could loosen the earth ground the plants, but
We cannot yet walk through the fields.

d _'Ihe botatoes are poor, the plants seem to be
0Ing no good and there are no potatoes to be
8een. With the exception of the latest a few
Patches which were planted late in June have
t<hat rank green look. The bugs are bad and
Séém to he very hard to kill. The rains keep the
}'Olsg>n washed off the leaves.
'l‘helhe~ bpasture is looking wjpll and growing fast.
o Y’_'OSDGt‘tS are for a bumper yield of second-
op clover. The alfalfa has a good start on the
third crop,
York Co., Ont. w.J. T
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

The Annual Excursion to
Monteith Farm.

The Third Annual Farmers’ Excursion to the
Ontario Government Demonstration lkarm at
Monteith, . which was held recently, was very
largely attended. It was estimated that there
were upwards of 2,000 people present, about
1,400 coming from the south, 300 from the north
and 200 or 300 from settlements immediately in
the vicinity of the farm. Weather conditions
were very favorable, the North having escaped the
severe rains which have proven so disastrous to
Old Ontario. The crops were m splendid condi-
tion as was also the stock, and the visitors spent
a considerable portion of their time studying the
results which have been secured ingthe use of dif-
ferent varieties of seeds grd the different methods
of cultivation suitable to their common condi-
tion. /
Addresses were given from the residence
verandah, and one of the outstanding character-
istics of the audience in attendance at these an-
nual gatherings is the close attention they pay
to the information given and the intelligent ques-
tions which they ask in an effort to secure further
information. Yon. Jas. S. Duif, Minister of Agri-
culture, presided, and address:s were first de-
livered by Hon. G. Howard Ferguson, Minister of
Lands, Korests gnd Mines, who referred specially
to the efforts bLeing made at settlement, and N.
W. Rowell, K. (., who made a patriotic address
and incidentally congratulated the Minister on
organizing such g gathering of so much social and
educational advantage. C. F. Bailey, Assistant
Deputy Minister, took charge of the live-stock
demonstration, dwelling particularly on the
merits of the milking Shorthorn cow. He re-
ferred, however, to other animals and recom-
mended Shropshire sheep, Yortshire pigs and
heavy horses, as well as the milking Shorthorn
cow, as being most adanted to conditions in the
North country. He illustrated Fris arguments
with one of the herd of milkimg Shorthorns on
the farm where the entire herd is in the hiecord
of Performance test aud is hraded by an imported
Shorthorn bull of mil iny strain, which is recog-
nized as one of the best in Canada.

Prof. W. J. fquirrell, of the lkield Husbandry
Department of the Ontario Agricultural College,
discussed croo improvement, emphasizing the im-
portance of the proper selection of varieties, as
the best variety is usually twice as good as the
poorest. He also emphasized the mnecessity of
keeving humus in the soils, and spoke of clovers
which grow like weeds in the North, and alfalfa
which has shown itself hardy enough for that
climate.

Dr. G. C. Creelman, President of the OUntario
Agricultural College, delivered an eloquent ad-
dress on the importance of practical education.
Referring to the conditions in.fhe ~o~th, he said
it was a shame that potatoes should be imported
there from New Brinewie" -=%-n h'v couvld grow
them to such good advantage being still free
from “bugs.”” He said, “Don’t try to grow peaches
or melons or thines that are out of your line,
but stick to heavy horsecs, clove-wcol sh-e~, bacon
hogs and Shorthorn cattle, and you will make a
success for vourselves in your distri-t.”’

Jas. R. Fallie, M. P. P., for Peel, made a brief
address, remarking particularly on the s»lendid
crons which were to be observed in the district
and which were equal to any in Old Ontario.
R. H. Clemens, the Resident Superintendent of
the Farm, gave a talk on the methods that had
been adopted in farm work, and was kept busy
for some time answering ouest’ors.

In the meantime, in a tent, a meeting of
special interest to the ladies weas held. L. A.
Z.ufelt, of the Kingston Dairy School, gate dem-
onstrations in buttermaking. W. G. R~Nixon, the
District Rerresentative for 1'imisamiing, tco% up
poultry, and Mrs. W, H. Parsons, of (Cochrane,
President " of the Timiskaming Women’'s Institute,
delivered an address in regard to the work the
women were doing all over th: "~ ro ince, and re-
eeived as a result invitations to organize two
hranch Institutes. A. M. Rankin, M. P. P., for
Frontenac, nrecided.

On the day following the ricnic, the Mi»i ter
of Agriculture and those accomnanying ‘visited
the country along the Transcontinental bhetween
Cochrane and Hearst, a distance of 130 miles.
This is now attracting special attention as one of

1351

the new ‘I'ranscontinental routes to the . <St, and
1t will no doubt be the scene of con.id.ra._le de-
velopment in the next few years. About half way
between the two towns, on the banss of the
Groundhog River, J. F. Whitson, Ontario Gov-
ernment Gommissioner in charge of road builaing,
has cleared about 55 acres, and is this year
growing crops there as good as could be found
anywhere in the Province. 'I'hese crops include
spring and fall wheat, oats, barley and peas,
while on about five acres of the tank sloping to-
wards the river, in a loamy clay soil, he has a
garden which for variety or healihy giowth would
be very difficult to surpass anywhere. It includes
almost everything from strawberrics to potatoes.

A little farther West, the Domimion Govern-
ment, is establishing an experimental farm on
land which is now being cleared by .alien enemies
who are interned. Between six and seven hun-

dred acres have already béen cledred in the past,

year, and the site for farm purposes appears to
be well selected. At Jacksonboro, near: Coch-
rane, another 700 acres have been cleared and a
portion of it cultivated, and there are other set-
tlements here and there along the line. Kvi-
dences, therefore, are not lacking to show the
possibilities of the soil and indicate a future de-
velopment of conesiderable agricultural importance.

Too Much Rain in York and
Ontario Counties.

Editor ‘‘The Farmer’s Advocate’’ :

Weather conditions in York and Ontario Coun-
ties have been such a® to render harvesting opera-
tions almost impossible, IKour fine days last
week helped matters somewhat, but a heavy
downpour Saturday night following a showery,
foggy day Saturday and more rain Sunday aga@in
sogked the ground, which was just becoming dry
enough to get a binder over it, and delayed
harvesting for several days longer. A great deal
of the winter wheat in these two counties was
very badly sprouted and some of it was not yet
in the barn by August 21. However, some farm-
ers harvested their entire crop without getting it
sprouted, and some got in at least a part of
their wheat. 'I'ne wheat was a heavy stand
throughout the counties. We heard of one man
threshing 17 acres just a few days ago, and after
it was completed his bins held 900 bushels, or
an average of mearly 53 bushels per acre. ' Many
fields will yield (upwards of 40 bushels to the
acre, and those who saved it without, sprouting
will have a profitable crop indeed, while those
whose wheat grew badly can make very good use
of it for feeding purposes, for York and Ontario
are live-stock counties. At the end of last week
considerable of the barley was still uncut. That
which had been cut was partly in thé barns,” the
rest standing in the stook. Barley, lite the
'wheat, grew badly. The oat crop, one of the
heaviest these countles ever grew, was still un-
harvested and no small proportion of it was un-
cut. The heavy rain from the east on that mem-
orable Tuesday early in the month laid every
oat field in the two counties flat to the west. All
the cutting must be done one way, but it is sur-
prising how well binders afre picking up this down
grain. One man remarked that the hinder was
the most wonderful machine yet invented, and
that with it he could cut tris grain better than
any other way, even mentioning the scythe, Some
of the land bordering on Lake Ontario has bcen
so wet since the rainmy season began that harvest-
ing opérations have been practically at a stand-
still, and, unless things brighten up immediately,
a great deal of this crop must be almost a total
loss. This,' of course, refers only to that land
lying very close to the shore. Much of this is low
and has been too soft to get a binder over it.
Wherever fields are underdrained conditions are not
quite so bad. Root crops are not looking well.
There has been so much rain that turnips are
turning yellow. Mangels promise a better yield
than turnips. Corn is not up to its usual stan-
dard. Tt has been so wet that cultivation is im-
possible and corn does not like wet feet. The
potato crop promises to be a fallure; rot 1s
already prevalent and increasing daily. However,
with two weeks fine weather now a big change
could be wrought in these counties, and farmers
are still optimistic.
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