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THE BRITISH SOLDIER.
Werc Corbett to return to earth to.day | tion has been prosecuted vigorously. One

road is to be built from the nortl
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on the rivers of Africa. Railway construe- |hend many cox

r coast | birds, but they are always uninte
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MESSEN( b

wations of letters intended | he
a of the note

hailed by a barefooted urchin, who

Lo convey an it houted out “Hey, mister, is you the

ot familiar

1 ble, I|President of the Un tes 1" 4“1 used
ol g h: it e Aa ]’“"”'\ . 1 south through the desert of Sahara, Thisis am impressed at such times with to be, my little man,” was the prompt re
in bis mative cauutry, and notle wolld}y,, " onterorise of an English company. |that the author has arranged 8 uple of [ply ; “what can [ do for you " “Oh,
B Tace 1o the Dritih Army. * Tn his day the There is already telegraphic commuvication |alphabets promiscuously after shaking them vothin’, sir, only 1 thought Jimmy lied to
ife of 8 soldicr was always hard and o ftene | from the Cape “of Good Hope to England, bup in a hat : we 3 1 didit think sucha little man as you
g w, | ‘\HA, o ““, ””\f‘ """ | and there will soon be connection from the nuthatch is a wide-awake, active lit- | could be President of the United States,”
tauk gradualy iut the yave from e, | FMer poit o the nort) st of the |tle bird, very useful in destroying inse
wiate food, they were subject to personal | Continent. The country’s w st | which infest the bark of trees. Whether we excavations & fow weeks
chasttinmant. &L the-will of &y iufultng]® less, There are gold a1 lver, \see him among the orchard trees or the tem of drainage at Brent-
with b | of | i nds from the \‘,‘-‘)\ African mines, 'great trees of the forest, i forever ontl large numl .‘u( ‘ horse-
of discip Al y Iron, tin, copper, 1 hite, cotton and ' g He d but little flying, if 1 | some vight feet bel nv‘,]“
har The wool One million ) feoff avea 1 15 reu whulation trank 1 Local antic rans believe they
is three-quarters | 27¢  exported from trict 3 ¢ it uy ne, it are t cavalry
cooked and inclu- | feathers, tobacco, hard woods and ginnt-Killer's pole. | hor ught in
- il o |stock and other sour alth, ( | Ipeckers and nuthate 164 wlia
be supplied by | Meree is <ortain soon t that g known as “sap-sucke u e were
Myl ! ut of Africa { wl I in some places, i itive of | com) st and
" ~'\_, - ns1 fica -'.1 m general A ker ur ¥ y Which
Larracks were for the m lestitute of BIRDS v ‘;"]M :\;‘-wl;t\' r) lm g “| \‘ H[m ugge d bor
lavatori i vl to | it 1
'\E?-‘:\“I:l,’.“m‘lll“‘l.‘:‘,] \ rl':,"|\ ‘l‘l_‘; 1 bird ma ften be [ nothing gamier to expend his ammunition ! Prixce Bissarck, the Germanu Chaneel
caredul atbeniton to thes tolats dias & the strunks of orchard | up lor, is subject to fits of tion, when he
first justance to the untiing eff n diar mouse-like| | once interrogated two young reants | declares thiat bis life ha 1 failure ; that
ney Herbert, have resulted in 1 pr hopping, as wood- | who were prowling wl e with b ""1' ver made auny one I..Hq,x..yw.lux
average mortality sixteen in the peckers do, It is the white-bellied nuthateh | an antiquated musket in regard to sundry himself, hi I:l'm.\ nor v‘.-\lnl.v:‘l large
Aldershot, the Curragh, and other military | (Vitta carolinensis) a bird about six inche peckers and nuthatches, whose muti- | I it were not for me," he once ‘.:l.\\lv‘v:
eentres al with gymnasiums, reading- | 12ng, white below, and ashy-blue above, hey had arrayed upon alog ;i a despondent moor t ; vorld would
rooms, | a.alleys, ete., for t Idiers’ and tail marked with ashy, black and ouly oposuckers ; they're no|bave seen three great wars T'v‘ il eighty
recreation, At thi. season of the year con | White, crown and back of head black and the | goo: thousaud who died in their bloom might

certs and theatrical entertainments are great- | f1auks and under tail coverts tinged with

It is unace untable that agricult wrists, | have lived, and how many parents, brothers,

v in vo aid the officers—generally men | Prown.  The difference in the plumage of | who, above all others, should protect insec- |sisters, wid IW8 WO uld have been spared their
y Soften 8 - _|th

of some, often of large, private means—con. [ 1% SEXES 15 scarce ly perceptible,
tribut me and m
pleas of the men
wto account, the pay of a cavairy soldier ¥
amounts to four dollars and twenty-five | €Very wherea familiar bird,continually ereep

cents & week : of a home artille an to| Mg about the tranks of trees, examining hives, while nobody can
s & wesk i of 8 lare Rtileryiman the crevices of the bark in the search | persistent per-ceution of

four dollars and fifty-five cents; royal|carefuli

s ur dollars and sixtv-five ceuts : | fOF its insect food.

fhginsar, lons dollare A SXiy- YD OMS 1. Nuthatuhios Are sociable bivds, ofthi
men three dollars and eighty cents, If a|8bout in little companies, and ther
rocrult selacts the {nfkntry. ho enlists for 4,,’!!4:||u‘<'-wll of curiosity about them, for
n years with the colors and for five with | they will gradually descend a tree-trank
Army rescrve. If for the cavalry, he |12 Inspect a stranger more closely. What
res to serve eight years in the regular|Would be n¢ enough to frighten most
and then to |,|.: for four years into other birds, is scarcely notice Lbyn B
s reserve, but he can, if he likes enlist I remember firing a revolver several times,
Army service, At the end |8 & distance of twenty fect from a pair of
ars’ service he can (whether | them without frightening them from their
tree

of twelve v
foot or horse), if a non-commissioned officer, » :
aud his commanding officer considers hi ll;~ wll\u'l- m‘lxkv a cavi \1m I_—. .Iun}...l
future services desirable, re-engage for an | '1¢¢ 107 thelr nest or decpen and renovate
\| o he deserted nest of a woodpecke The

additional nine years with the colors, s the d ted nest of a woodpecker,  They
to make a total of twenty-onc cut very deep, sometimes twenty inches, it
vice, when he hecomes entitled for life to a * 83id.  Their ¢ are white, with dark
pension of from sixteen cents to one dollar “'0'% and are us wlly five in number. In

¢ Southern States, this s
and twelve cents a day. 1 rn States, this s

- - -

L raises two
broods in a season. It has a fashion of
| roosting in its own nest in winter. The
AFRICA'S POPULATI( | young of tree creeping birds have one ad-
From an address by Rev. Dr. R. 8. Stors, | Yantage over other young birds that first see
it appears that Africa contains a population the light fr m elevated nests, they can ven-
of 200,000,000—more than twice the popu- [ ture vut by de s and train their legs by a
lation of the Western IHemisphere, Its| Progressive course of lessons, not being com-
agricultural and mineral resources are inex- | Pelled to launch at once upon the air with
Ixhl*“]']-. I e anterior of it is 1 her @ I“"“ ‘I.“Ir]‘”'h‘“"
sandy wilderness nor a series of marsh lands, Picus, the woodpecker, in his perform-
The "coast, which is noted everywhere for| ances, always keeps his head over his heels,
its 1.2 laria, presents no indication of the in- but not so Sitta, the nuthatch; he rambles
terior.  Here is an almost unbroken sneces. |81 over the tree without auy regard to the
sion of table lands rising everywhere from | Common notions of equilibrium ; his tail is
2,000 to 2,600 feet high ; hereé are moun-|® likely to be uppermost as his head, and
tains larger than any in this country or in | 18 hold upon the bark is so secure that he
Europe ; a system of lakes surpassing even |15 capable of creeping over all surfaces re-
the magnificence of vi: own,  Victoria lake 8ardles of position,  Picus hast prop him
is larger in area than the whole State of |56l With his tail, but Sitta caries his tail
New York ; mighty rivers flow through the |1evel. 1t is strange that Picus, with two of
country and the climate is healthful and de. | Bis toes turned backward, can not hang with
lightful his is the country which com. |13 bead down, while Sitta, with only oune
merce is bound to develop within the next  '0¢ behind, roosts for hours with his body
fifty years. It has been said that Africa is nverted.  Often when the little body of
like Noal’s Ark, which had few men but | Sittais wounded with shot, his instinetive
many beasts, The truth is that the human | Dol upon the bark remains firm and not
inhabitants are almost beyond count. There till death relaxes his grasp does he tumble
are races among them who are just as differ. [0 the ground. metimes winter lays a
ent from one another as the Turk from the | “8ting of ice upon his promenades of forest
Russian, aud the Frenchman from the| Park and at such times Lis perplexity and

Chinaman. And many cf them are highly | "heasiness when unable to get a footing ar [

susceptible to cultivation.  Around this im. | Amusing, indeed wmIHImr.-. painful to one
mense continent commerce has been hover. "]‘ ‘.“”'I- by with wild creatures during
“l"‘r lu]l Juany years, ‘“ iv" “““,l“" the point 3 I‘I“l:nlli.:: ::':'(‘l‘m times, because of peculiar
Ol making its way into it, and its progress N o v. M0 08 ps i

will be attended by the grandest results, ";“"""”{""“v “"l"““[ ”l""““‘l"" '“!‘l"“"”
Just as great inventions bLurst upon the |9 one’s memory, [ always associate me
world and a dozen minds claim the first /90w larks with a certain morning when they
thought in the direction of their accomplish- i""“'l'i" to "{mr' all 1~(‘ll the m;'-\‘lluxw o
ment, so the natios of the world seem to | 1oF the road fences to congratulate each
h.’\'\‘l"l!ll'lu'(l Ih«i‘;' ;l\:)--nliuu to lh:‘ .‘nlli;“”"'r““ the auspiciousness of the weather.
“dark continent” as with one mind. - | Thus, any thought in connection with nut-
land, Belgium, France, ltaly and Russia,| I".",‘l'"‘l‘ "":"“'“* & “["““')’ day I“lh”l‘ I wnhAhl"l.
have sent out scientific parties there and [*¢Veral of them from a stable door, creep-
commercial emlassies to increase our know- |8 about the trunks of some locust trees,
ledge of the country. There are new uttering their monotonous note, a low nasal
steamship lines to the coast of Africa from ;’l:“"j""“'“k' Many omnithological writers
Italy, France, England and the United | l:vel wrlknlc_m for representing in syllables
States, There are several steamship lines |the songs of birds. 1 have tried to compre-

tivorous birds, should be the very ones to |grief and tears!

v to promote the| The nuthatch has a wide range, being [entertain prejudices against them, “Sap-
Paking everything | found throughout the United States from the | suckers” are the
v 2 = itic to the Rocky Mountains, dnd is | tree

it to be hard on orchard| A CoUNTRYMAN stepped into a Droad
and king-birds are shot on sight, be- strect store aud invested in a nickel’s worth
cause they sometimes approach the bee. |of chestnuts, In half an hour he returned
count for tie and hauded the proprietor one of the nuts,
crow., Many | “ What does this mean 1" asked the dealer,
oming scarce. |“ Well,”” remarked the custowmer, “that is

of our native species are

i t " 1
ving |and the time is coming when a wiser public the only sound chestuut I found in the pint,
an | will discard those

jent motions about 8nd so tnought you must have put it in by

bird Charles H. wnshend, in  Public | mistake, m an honest man and don’t

Ledyer. want to take a mean advantage of a f
i - — Athens (Ga.) Banner

ected New Yorker who| Mg, Brinkissare, a bachelorand a very
was on a viat 1o his relatives in the interior | wealthy sheep-raiser of California, recently
the other week, was interviewed by a farmer |returned to Burlington, Vermont, his native
who wanted advice as to how he should start [town, to visit his relatives,  The only relae
Lis two sons in life. “Haven't you any-|tive he found was & niece, a hard-wq rking
thing in mind yet ” “No, nothing.” %o operative in s 1 on factory., The
you want them to be rich and respected 1" | friendless girl so pleased her uncle that Le
HOf course 1 do.” “Well, I should send adopted her and took her with him to the
one to West Point, and make a great general | Pacific coast, that she might become his
of him.”  “You would " “ Yes, and 1 beire

should start the other in the live stock busi- N -
ness.” “What for?”” “Why, to let one| Lovisvitie has discovered that women

lead an army, and the other feed jt, It js 01¢ particularly fit to be drug clerks, and a
twenty years since the war closed, and yet | Bumber 1“"] already em .Iu_\(;l in the best
we are still making up purses for generals | *10res 1 ll"‘ S l““ ¢ Bgabia g
and paying the claims of contractors, You $4Y* an employer; “one look or word suf.
might as well start right, and give your sons | fices Where a man weould require a hundred
a finst on the United States, as to | Words of iustruction.  When my woman
/ { patriots who can’t buy |©erk has a matterin hand 1 am certain that

court plaster to hide their scars,”— J7ql¢| MY order will be carried out.
Street News,
T

can

| ONE oF THE ELEPHANTS s nt as a tribute
GOVERNMENT organ of the Mexi- |from Burmah to China killed several persons
1 ta of Chiapas publishes a long in Pekin recently, having apparently be-
article on the choleraic disease which has come mad, The thickness of his skull and
ravaged that State, and has not yet disap- | hide making it impossible to kill him, his
peare The General Government is asked  keepers have disposed of himiu an eminent-
for assistauce, want and misery being preva. ly Chinese I-“_]“ n by digging a pit for him,
lent where the epidemic re Sanitary in which he is to be allowed to starve to
cordons confined the disease to the hot re- | death,
gion, It issaid that “whole families died| .. \ - g
in a single night. On some plantations there |, THE CONTINUED I\‘, REASE of mortality
are only three or four people left alive, /'™ St. Petersburg, Rumia,—arising frow
Many bodies have been devoured by the | 2Motic diseases—is creating considerable
dogs, because those who were stricken were | 8810, The municipality has - ex;
at once abandoned. The town of Tuxtla MY thousand 1un¥-|1 s in sanitary me 8,
had eight thousand inhabitants, six hundred | "4t Bothing practically effective”against the
of whom are dead. OFf the six thousand jn | Ver-growing death rate has been devised.
e ek gt s | Ax Arstaatis Tom Thum s b
o dailv «ahibition in Eng is real name
twenty to thirty persons dying daily is David John Armstron He was born in
Tue FRENGH GOVERNMENT recently in. |1571. He is three feet two inches in height,
oduced the system of “postal n "and js | And weighs seventy pounds.  His limbs are
now about to imitate Mr. Fawcett’s scheme | 1B perfect proportion.  He is very intelli-
of postal stamp savings. The French form, |BeUt
known as “thrift card,” will have twenty | Tue Fastest RoN yet by a full railway
compartments, in which stamps of the value | train was made recently between Philadel-
of a sou each may be set until they aggre- phia and Jersey City, ninety miles in eighty
gate one frane, which is the lowest sum they |minutes, The engine which drew the train
received on deposit.  In England, during is new, and has seven-foot drivers,
the last year over one million five hundred |
thousand of these forms were used. The| Mg, Bass, the great brewer of Burton,
system is particularly adapted to a people so | England, paid more than eight hundr-4

thrifty as the French, |thousand dollars last year to the various
. . ? .« _|railway companies®for couveying ale to his
IN Far Wearner it was Martin Van | qugpomers. ! 03

Buren's custom to take a ride every morning |
until his final illness, sitting erect in his sad-| At tan Isstaxce of the Berlin Anti-

dle and wearing a skull cap, under which | Cruelty Society all public performances of
his snow-white bair could be seen. One|tamers of lions and other dangerous animals
morning when riding pact Stuyvesant Falls, l will be henceforth prohibited.




