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Notes and Comments
(By J. L. Byer)

Tlie Editor of this Journal has asked 
me to comment on those answers to the 
questions of H. W. Jones, which appear 
on page 10 of the January issue. Now 1 
am no scientist, and do not pretend to be 
an authority on foujJugjjji matters, yet 
what experience 1 have had convinces me 
that the use of disinfectants in the treat
ment of foul brood is ^unnecessary Per
sonal experience van always Be depended 
upon, and in my own case one of our 
apiaries was quite badly affected by rny 
buying some bees from a widow when 
the estate had to lie closed. These bees, 
by the way, were known to lie diseased, 
and 1 took them so us to prevent them 
lieing sold all over the country, and while 
it made me a little trouble for the time 
being, yet in the long run I believe that 
the move was a good one on my part, as 
in case 1 had not bought them the trouble 
would have come in a magnified form at 
a later stage in the game. Well, to 
make matters short, the liees in the yard 
referred to were all attended to without 
any disinfecting of hives or appurten
ances, and at the present time would feel 
like the Editor, when he says that he 
would give a five-dollar bill for every 
foul cell found in the yard. At 
least for the last two years we have not 
found a cell of foul brood, and the col
onies have been throughly examined quite 
a few times in that period. Cases like 
this can be duplicated in many apiaries 
in the country, and while it is also true 
that many apiaries have been treated for 
foul brood, that yet has the disease linger
ing more or less, I have always been in
clined to think that some source of in
fection had been present outside of the 
hives under treatment. Of course, it is 
always hard to prove the source of there 
troubles, and for that reason some, no 
doubt, will continue to think that disin
fection is necessary. One thing certain, if 
a bee-keeper insists on disinfecting the 
hives, etc., it will do no harm, so per
sonally when on inspection work, if I
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meet a man so inclined, 1 never disc our 
age him too strongly :n the matter, cl* 
the disease recurring again, he should 
reproach me with a “There, 1 told you
so !" It is well to remember that sum»
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influential men, as for instance the ltoou 
and others, insist on the disinfecting, and 
in California nearly all the ins|H-eton 
there say that the disease is much mon 
virulent in their climate than it is in tk 
more northern and eastern sections, and 
for that reason the simple treatment '!m 
works so well in the latter places is not 
nearly so efficacious with them.

Now as to the starving treatment asked 
about by Mr. Jones, and to which von 
reply, I hardly think that a bee that ha 
had an empty stomach so long that it 
becomes shaky will be such a wreck after 
being revived again as you picture, k 
fact, I believe that it would be a good 
thing if a goodly number of the over-fed 
human sjiecies would be subjected to i 
treatment of that nature. Jacob Al[iaugk 
is as thorough a bee-keeper as we have 
in the Province of Ontario, and a mu, 
who will not advocate anything unies 
sure of his ground. True, he is, like 
other mortals, liable to make mistakes, 
yet as a rule you will find him “sound » 
a dollar" on matters apicultural. Knos 
ing that friend Alpaugh had for yesn 
made an unqualified success of getting 
foul colonies in the fall at a nominal fig
ure, and curing them late in the season, 
the writer made bold to ask him for tk 
method employed. As he never enjoined 
any secrecy in the matter, I trust he will 
excuse me when he sees this ; as a mat
ter of fact, many bee-keepers are familiuf 
with his system, anyway, as Mr. AlpaugkM 
instructed a number in this late-in the fall J, 
method of curing the year he was « 
inspection work. Briefly stated, the in
fected colonies are left till Octolier, wkr
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