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TALENTS.

“1 remember,” said Grannie, “when I
was a little girl of seven years old, my
father kept a butler—a very solemn, but
very kind ' man.

“Every night, when, exactly, as the
clock struek eight, my aunt sent me out
of the diningroom to go upstairs to bed
by mys If—for litle girls we brought

up very strictly in those days — old
Thomus was always waiting in  the hall
to hand me my Jittle brass  eandlestick

to light me up the stairs to the room. |
always said, ‘Good-night, Thomas!" and he
would reply in a very slow, solemn way,
*Good-night, Miss Nannie; don't forget to
take account of your servants.

“What he meant was this: My Uncle
William, who had eome home from India
when I was about six years old, had
been very kind to me while he stayed with
my father, because he saw that 1 was a
very lonely little child in a very big, em-
pty  house: for 1 had neither mother,
brother nor sister.  No he would often
take me on his knee and tell me Bible

st

One day, when we were sitting toge-
ther in an old summer house in the very

small back garden which  town houses
generally have, he told me the parable of
the ‘“Talents

“Nannie,” he said, ‘1 am going away
viry soon, and | want you to prmniw me
that every night before you get into bed
you will “take account of your serv-
ants,”

*“Phere are many “talents” God has
given other children and not to you, for
you are a lonely little girl—no mother to
love you, no brothers or sisters to play
with you. But there are many “talents”
you have which some other children
have not.

«Nee here, he said, taking my little
hands in his, ‘here are ten little fingers,
and down there inside your shots are ten
little toes; and inside that mouth is a
little tongue; and at each side of this neat
brown head is an ear; and looking
straight up at me are two brown eyes,
Now, these are all your servants, or
“talents,” given to you by God to use—
while many little children are lame or
dumb or deaf or blind—and you are his
little servant, and 1 want you every night
to ‘take wint of your servants,’ and
find out if they have been pleasing God
or only pleasing yourself all through the
day.

“*For all those servants of yours are
“talents,” or gifts, from God, and he 1
watching every day mow what you give
them to do, and one day he will make
you give an account of their doings.’

“And then, after 1 had promised to do
as he told me, he kissed me and set me
down, and away 1 ran to my kind old
friend Thomas, to tell him an my own
way all about what Uncle William had
said.

“And from that time until my aunt
took me away to live in the country, old
Thomas never forgot every mght to say,
‘Don't forget to take account of your
servants,  Miss Mannie,' " — Great
Thoughts.

Jules Verne's young readers will be glad
to know that they are to have one more
volume from his prolific pen. The last
book written by him is now in the press,
and will be published almost i liately.
By the way we notice in a French jour-
nal, the “Eclair,” a kindly reference to
the testimonial offered to the veteran
story-teller by the members of the Boys'
Empire League, of which Mr, F. Carruth.
ers Gould is president and the Archd
of London and Sir A. Conan Doyle are
vice-presidents,  One of the first acts of

the League was to beg Mr. Jules Verne's
acceptance of a gold-headed walking-cane,
which he valued very highly as the gift
of his youthful English admirers.

RAILWAY MEN To visIT
CANADA.

The arrangements for the lopg tour of
the delegates of the International }{m!wny
Congress, which is to be held at W ash-
ington, D.C., the early PAart of May, have
been completed and include iy ghe Juner
ary a trip through a portion of (‘mnulu:
The party who will take ggyantage Of
this trip will be composed largely of over:
sen delegates, who would natypally qwu-e
to travel over the Grand Trunk Railway
System, the pioneer railway  of Canada
and of which they have for so many year™
heard a great deal—particularly pow that
the new trans-continental line ~the Grand
Trunk Pacific—is an assured fuef, and that
the Grand Trunk is the only gouble track
line between Chicago and Montreal and
the principal points in Canada,

The party will leave Washington on the
evening of May 14th and aftep yjsiting sev-
eral of the principal cities in the \\yst,
will be taken by the Grand prunk M @
special train, leaving Chicago gy, the even:
ing of May _reaching Njggara Falls
early next morning, at Which point they
will be shown the attractiong of Niagara
and given an opportunity of ingpecting the
electrical developments which gre now un-
der way at this point. Leaying Niagara
Falls at an early hour the pext morning,
the party will p over the double
track lines of the Grand Trypg en route
to Montreal, arriving at Lachipe ‘Whatt
at 4.00 pm., the same day, taking special
steamer there gnd running gpe lachine
Rapids arriving Montreal 5.00 p.m., where
carriages will be in waiting ¢, grive them
around the city, ending up at the “Mont-
real Hunt,” where dinner wij pe served.
On the morning of May 25¢), they Wwill
board their special train, whigl, will leave
Bonaventure Station at 9.00 4y, en route
to New York. The delegagion will be a
most influential one, comprising the heads
of many foreign railroads in (Gpeat Britain
and on the Continent and  exceptional
facilities will be arranged fop gpem t0 In-
peet the improvements thay phave been
completed in recent years op the Grand
Teuck, and that have solveq engineering
problems entirely new in Canagy and which
have rendered the line equal, jf not sup-
erior to any pailroad in Amepica.  The
progress of these huge undeptgkings have
proved most interesting to those who have
been familiar with them ang 5 resume of
the principal features of recopggpuction and
improvements that will be brought to their
notice will be of paramount jpterest to the
visitors.
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CRABS AS COCOANUT gTgALERS.

In Africa there esists a gopain Mmem-
ber of the craly genus compouly known
as the Great Tpree Crab, s peculiar
shell fish has yn offensive gyick of crawl
ing up the cocoanut trees, ping olf the
cocoabuts, and then c'""‘fllln‘ down #gain
backwards,  The theory is yj,y the nuts
are shattered by the fall, qyg the Great
Tree Crab ig ghus enableq (o enioy a
hearty meal,  Now, the nagjyes who in-
habit regions jnfesttd by qhis illcondi-
tioned creature are Well awqpe that the
Jower portion of the cralyy gpatomy is
soft and sensitive, and they pelieve that
the animal was thus constryeged in order
that he might know When he had reach-
ed the ground, and when, copsequintly,
he might with safety relegge his &rasp
of the trunk, 8o what they (o in ovder
to stop his deprecations, which often ruin
the cocoanut crops, 18 this—while the
crab is engaged in nipping off the cocoa-
nuts they climb half-way up the trees, and
there drive in a row of long nail® right
round the tree, allowing an jpch or 50 of
the nails to project. The cpab has Mo
knowledge of distance nor yet of the fit-
ness of things, As he descends, the sen.
sitive part of his body suddenly touches
the nails.  Thinking that he ha# reach-
ed the ground he releases hig pold and falls,
killing himself.

THE MODERN MOTHER.

Children shudder at castor oil, and with
good reason.  Castor oil 1s a renic ot old-
Wme barbarism.  Not only 1s 1L repulsive
1o tne Laste, but It gripes and tortures
delicate cladaren,  Modern molners use
bavy s Uwn Lavlets, @ gentle  laxaune
Wwhicn does not grpe; a comtorting medi-
cine which may pe given o a new-born
bape withoul tear of narm. Lhese 1a0-
lets cure all the punor 1lls ot hittie ones,
and promote natural sieep and repose. Mrs.
K. 1. Jumes, Fenaghvale, Out., says:--'1
lind great salistaction 1n the use ot Baby s

Uwn  daviews, aud do Dot know how 1
coutd gel along without them. Lhey make
Conaren Well and wkeep them well. And

YOU nave @& guarantee thal there is not one
particle 1 opiate or harmiul drug n
s anedic ne.  dold by wealcine  acalers
or by wall at 2o cents & bOX by Writing
the vr, Willams Medicine Co., Brockville,
LEAVE CHILDREN ALONE MORE.

nev. Wi W EIgAL, I an ad
dress on parental discipune  petae the
Lty Mothers Club ot New York, urged
s course:

“Gave the children more active aecom
plishments. 1 consider that to bring up
one child might be called an art, but 1o
bring up many must  be a haudicraft.
Chudren get licked and  whipped  and
rounded into shape among other childre
They get imdependence in this way, awl
that 1s really the experience vr the work,
It scems to me you can’t let a child too
much alone. 1 wouldn't break a child’s
will for anything, nor take the bloom
from its nature,  There is nothing in
the world like the real nature of a child.
And parents sometimes attompt to break
the will of the child when they them-
selves are out of temper and punish with
out cause. Instead they should  keep
head cool and reason calm if the child
needs punishment.”

Meric o, L

We must do many little things, but we
need not do any petty things. We may
not accomplish much, but the quality of
our work give it greatness.—Rev.
Charles G.
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