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Women as an Organized Force
Fhrough their Clubs they arc making Country Life 

more mari \ / / at—By Mary P. \1< ( 'allum
Associate Editor Grain Growers’ Guide
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I'li. re is mi gainsaying that the eluli 
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at ion on the cart of Mr. lireen brought 
about n successful convention of farm 
women in Saskatoon in February of

At Mint first convention there was 
great discussion as to whether they 
should become Homemakers' Clubs or 
evolve an organization of their own. 
The preponderance of opinion was that 
the» should beeome a part of the farm 
people's organization and <u strengthen 
the hands of all roiicerned. Their prob
lems were identical, and what ennverned 
one as much concerned the other. Then 
why not, they reasoned, belong to one 
great family organization, which might 
be made to inelude every man and every 
woman. The lectures of that first con
vention were held in the convocation 
hall of the university. Over 50 women 
icgistere.l, although there were many 
mure in attendance. Among those who 
addreused the convention were, Mrs. A
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1'inselves organ 
mi d and worked for it. This continued 
until the winter of HH.'t, just a few 
weeks prior to the annual convention 

t the Saskatchewan (train (Jrowers' 
Association. The late F. W. Green, 
i lien see ret arv of the association, wrote 
Miss Hoynun, asking her for sugges
tions (nr n convention for the women 
who annually attended the convention 
with tlie’r husbands. This happy inspir

V Thulium, of the Winnipeg Free Press; 
Miss Hex non. of The tint in Growers' 
Guide Mrs. Nellie I. Mef'lung, Miss 
Cleii'leimnn, of the Farmers' Advo
cate; Mis. fora Hind, of the Manitoba 
Free Press: Mr. Chipmnn, of The Guide; 
Secretary F. W. Green; Mr-. Burdoin, 
then of Saskatoon, now of Minneapolis; 
Mrs F 1 i. Sparling; Miss 'retie Moore.
of the Morning I'll...... V ». Hertha
Willoughby, of the public s.i.nol staff.

proprietor of the Market Examiner, in 
Calgary. As Mrs. McXaughtnn has 
said many times since, the women at 
that convention endeavored to cover 
every subject in the universe. Only 
experience could teach them the value 
of . nnepiitrating on u few of the most 
needed reforms instead of dissipating 
their energies by attempting everything.

Blit it was a beginning. The women 
were unanimous in approving of holding 
future conventions of like nature and 
of organizing a Women's Grain Grow
ers’ Association. A resolution was 
also passed asking the men to pass by
laws allowing the women to have their

own local executive nn.I charge of their 
own funds It being impossible to 
organize on a definite basis until said 
b.v laws were passed by the men's eon 
v ention. it was decided to form a nuc
leus for a future organization by 
appointing a committee of women to 
carry on I lie work for the ensuing year 
The personnel of that committee was, 
Mr-. A. Vz Thomas, Mrs. Ilawkes, Mrs. 
s. V Haight. Mrs John McNnughtan, 
Mrs. Hilton, Mrs. Finns. Mrs. Lefebure, 
Mrs. Plaster and Mrs. Wesson.

The Second Convention
The second convention was larger 

and better in every way. The women 
hnd more definite iileim along lines of 
organization. There vm ■- over 8(1 wo 
men registered Being pnrtly conducted 
and addressed by farm women, its suc
cess vins n proof of their ability to 
accomplish and carry on Hie work of 
organization of a provincial associa
tion. The following committee was 
appointed to plan for permanent orgatii- 
z nt ion : Mrs Haight, Sirs. McNnughtan. 
Mrs. I licks, Mr-. Thompson. Miss Irma 
Blocking nml Miss ltevnoii. The amend

ment to the constitution of The 
__ Groin Growers' Association hav

ing been passed allowing the 
formation of women's auxiliaries 
•in-1 giving women full standing 
in the association, it was possible 
to proceed with the work of the 
"i gnni'iif ion Provincial officers 
were eli "led. following ns nearly 
as possible those of the men’s 
organization. The particular dif
ficulty "f the meeting wns Hint 
of lack of funds to carry on the 
coining year’s work. Having re 
solved to become nil integral part 
of The Grain Growers' Assenta
tion, it wns decided to wait on 
tin- men's convention and ask for 
nn appropriation to tin a nee the 
work of the women's orgnniz- 
ntion, instead of asking control 
of and using their own funds, 
which would make them a dis
tinct association and cut them off 
finm nil privileges in the main 
association A committee wns 
delegated to ask the men's eon 
'--ntion for a grant of $500 to 
i’li11 v mi the work for the year. 
Beginnings In Other Provinces 

A M-riiNiil of the history of 
Hi--sc fa - in w mien's organization 

ire. - i tint they a-m not the 
- -i tnet t a single mind, or of n 
f « minds, but of a large number 
"f fa*in .. ..... en. It vv.-i'li't formed

i-ni-t li'dp these farm women." It 
was gradually evolved by farm 
women who wished In help them
selves. It reminds one of that

Ir comparison of government which
l,k„ n modern writer made lie said, 
\ "There are two kinds of govern- 

lr,| incuts the kind that ‘ does
fl* tilings for the people' and the

1-111(1 that makes Hie opportunity 
fur the people to do things for 

themselves. Certainly the whole far
mers' association, including that of the 
farm women, lias been one of the most 
carefully pin lined mid evolved organiza
tions in the I loin in inn of Canada. Each 
step in it. growth lias been the direct 
outrun r of careful planning of what 
wenl before. It is built on n sound 
foundation, and is built to stand the 
test of time. It I'Hunot remain as it 
now is. It must ever be the expression 
of the thousands who make its member
ship, nnd in that rase it will change as 
times and demands change, and will he 
always the medium between the farm 
people ami better farming conditions.

The movement in Saskatchewan stim
ulated a similar movement in Alberta, 
later spreading to Manitoba. Humors 
are abroad that when Quebec farmers 
organize their farm women will organ 
ize with them. Not a few hints have 
reached the West that the women of 
Ontario are even now ready for the 
movement. The whole field seems alive 
to the great need of union and solidar
ity among the farm people of all the 
Dominion.


