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about his own state of mind, ;uul his own .suc:c*;ss in the
m>re delivery of t!ie discourse which he has prepared,
than ah'.nii the iinpressior. ••iiicli thL- message of nierc)
.v.iglit U) jirodu-e or. '.lie iniiids n!\'. i.earts i.^iiie hearers.
'.r. ilic case of liiose of Ou,- niiuibers who arc furlher
-.('.vanced !r. 'licir loilegc 'j.;)'.;rse, and who ronseciuentl)
,iave had (.nnsiderabiO exp'jrier.ce in public speaking and
rcading,w'-.i!e eni^aged in i-.nssion wcrK during t!ie suinmer,
;^nd occasionally during ihe winter, w- hold th:.t the
exercises of this Socit-'ty are just as necessary as fur those
svho have had no such ex[)erience at all. And here, by
the way, we take occasion to correct a very prevalent
error, regarding the motives which actuate students in

conducting the services in the various mission stations
in our city. We have heard it again and again said, that

these stations give the young men a splendid " chance
to try their skill " and see what ihey ca.n do '. It is real!)

painful to hear such language— it is n-pugnant to all true
christian feeling. Moreover, there is no ground, andean
be no ground, whatever, for such a stat'.*ment, forespeciall)
at the present time, owing to the plenteousness of the
harvest, and the fewness of the laborers, the demand for

preacl'ers is really greater than the supply. If, then, the
more advanced students have so many opportunities of
s]jeaking, apart from any .Society such as this, why, it ma\-
be asked, are the exercises of the Society as necessary for

them, as for those who may be only in their first year at

College? We reply, that for them the grand object of
the Soci*'ty is, not merely to aftbrd opportunities for

speaking, but for extcmporaueous speaking ; and, what is

of perhaps still more importance, for speaking upon
literary, philosophical and scientific (juestions. You all

know how soon and how insensibly one who is accustom-
ed to spea.k only on sacred and solemn subjects, in .sacred
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