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true ending in 1848. But the "time, and times, and half atunc" began earlier than this. The year 606 is the ,er^

^

the ecclestaM constitution of the beast, or the time when thedragon gave him his authority. His civil constitution dates 75

hshed; and th^was the real beginning of the 1260 yearsThe reign of the bea.t ought, then, to have terminated abouithe year 1791. or two yea. earlier or later.^.,^ soJ^The resurrection of the iu,o witnesses (or ciyil and relioious
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''' ^ourteenth.'^t:
place m 1789, or at the period of the French revoluUonand this was the first time any successful opposition Z'
and the vml dominion of the Pope was taken away, to be"consumed and destroyed unto the end." And as 7o ^e«lelapsed between the establishment of the Imperial and Pap^power of the beast, so 75 years must elapse between his cfvand ecclesiastical destruction. This period is represented bythe seven vials, the fission of which is to pour chastisement olthe beast and h.s followers till at the end the whole will meetwith sudden and signal destruction. It is a mistake to suddos^
that the 1260 yeai^ Ws the existence of the beastJ^tTr !
limite his power. The full term of his political and ecclesiasti a^existence is 1335 years, and this terminates in 1866. or abou
fifteen years from this period. But what a number of awfu^
evente must tal. place in that short time; what revoludons!
and strife, and bloodshed must be witnessed on the Continen
and m many parts of Asia! No wonder that the political sky'
IS black and lowering, charged as it is with the elements of astorm which, for tremendous force and severity, has never been
equaled The people of the present age have come to thevery border of a thrilling epoch, and they know it not The
newspaper press laughs at the cry of war which has risen on
every hand. It points to the progress of railways and electric

f

r I >


