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HippocnUM, lh« introduction of cttadt and dogOMW into inodkin* 'and Ih*

' conMqiMnt contempt of tb« vulgar did not mattar; but the attampt made
within th« la«t ona hundrad jaan to introduca dofma and lancihil thaory

haa raaultad in ratarding the davalopmant of madicina aa a Kianca of

obaarvatiolr«nd cipaHnwnt; and avan ai» tha praaant day, whan wm
not troubled ao much with denominationalitm in medicine, it haa halpRi

to |N«vant that racogfiition to which tha.acianca ia entitled from th*

•tatat. >
Another reiuon for the indiflerenoe ahown by the iUta to medicine and

medical research, eapecially on thia continent, ia the fact that inatruction in.

medicine haa been very largely conflicted and controlled by proprietary

inititutiona Ai theae were managed for flnanckl gain, it ia manifeat. that

they would spend aa little as they could in equipping labmatorict which

coat money. It waa to the.intereat of many of the teachen to leach the

profeaaional tubjectt well, for (heir own reputaliona were enhanced; )>ut in

inatruction in the aciences there waa very little of auch inducement, for tht -

,
air was' full of talk about " practical " things and against " new-fangled no-

tions." Theseinstitutions-tumedout a large numberof medical practitioners,

^ among whom were undoubtedly good men"; but the ideas of maliy of these

graduatea concerning medicine and medical science could not be higher

than those of the institutions from which they received their education.

-.The advocates of the endowment of medical research have had to' con-

^

"*
tend, therefore, with a confused public opinion, backed by the inertia of

at least thirty thousand practitioners, and also wi4h schools and collegea

of medicine whose craft was endangered. According to a lecture

recently delivered by Professor DaCosta, the number of medical schools

and colleges iti the United States constitutes the greatest enemy of

medical progress, for the weaker ones, in order to have students and

live, keep the sundard down. A few years ago there were nearly

three hundred of them, and they now number' about one hundred and

forty-five. As there are but about twenty-five medical schools and

faculties in Great' Britain and Ireland for a population of 38,000,000,

it is obvjpus that if the same proportion obtained in the 65,000,000

population of the United Statea there would be about forty-five auch

institutions. Professor DaCosu says that they die at the tate of three

a year, according to which it would take over thirty years to get rid of the

not only needless, but harmful exceas. The majority of them confer the

degree of M.D., although they have no university connection whatever,

and we owe to such a condition of affaira that the American medical

degree receives so little respect the world' over. We may find in this condi-

tion also the cause of the failure ofAmerican universities to mould profea-

aional life, at least in medicine. Oflat^ears ^ITorts have not been wanting
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