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.v'^*?^ ."** •**^ Darwaal,* «ud hii mothar hastUr.
'Yoor dacwon ia of itaalf mtBaeaAj exproHiTa—yoo naad not
dilalaoB it. AndYoo, my Mnrial?* dia addad, turninc to har
daughter. * What ia youn to ba 7

'

^ ffrl *«a^ bar anna round her brother, but ahe tqnad her
•WMt pala aoAnng fiw^a fondlj to her porentn.

ij
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K^J^*'^^*^^* •*• ""^ dinping to hm Ra Ae uMd in tha
oW duldiah dava whan aba had baeu tirod or frightenad or ra-
bakad, and ha had baan har nardiaD and {^roracu-r ; • but I can-
not iMTe 70a and poor daar darling papa ! You are ulwaya pncn
and maaona to ua, and I oannot loaTO y<m.'

Edmund broke into a audden lit of hyaterioal weening, and
even Mra Smith fcr all her aatf-poiiarion eobbad mIUt to h«eel£
Darwent, holding hi* riater oIomIj preeMKl, looked kr awar into
Tacanejr, hie dry eyea fbll of peanonate grief, hie tipe tightly
oloeed, hie noetrib (juiTerbg and dilated. He was oore to hia very
•oul, bvt he waa neithw ahaken nor unmanned. He had to finiah
his taak aa he had begun, and to find his strength aoifieient for
hirnaaU all throqgh.

'God Mass you, my darling I • said Edmund at laat; « yoa do
not know how haj^ you have made me by your Ioto in the midst
of all my aofoiug.'

'Go^ bless you, Muriel 1' said her mother, looking at her
aon yearningly. • Y<m hsTa choaan the better part, my child, and
you will have yoor reward.'

Derwent pot hie aiatar gently from him.
Go, dear,* he aaid with no petty jealousy, only with tha quiet

reunneiatton of heartbreak. • Ton are theirs, not mine. I am
alone.'

Ne*w akae while yoar mothw livea to welcome you back to
Of home you have only to daim to hare,' said hia mother; while
Mond, ofaMing her hsnds round hk arm triad to draw l»m neaxer
to them. Bitt he unfastened her hands gently, and again put her
away, as if giving h«r to har parenta: thai saying ia a OMUtrained


