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Ottawa, Ontario, 
June 4, 1948.

Memorandum to: The Plr-tOT.

You will note from the file hereunder that 
the Depertaent of Juetlee haa ruled that In fixing the 
bounderlee of the City Of Veneourer to Include the Muequeea 
Indien Reserve by B.C. Statute, 1918, Cep. 17, the province 
wee acting within Ite conatltutl nal powers end there le 
nothing we een do about It.

The reeult would appear to be tttâ’tif the Vue- 
quen* Indian Reeerre Ilea wholly within the corporate 
-ounderlee of the City of Veneourer end that the city (see 
report on the Judgment of Jhdge Illle) hee the right to tax 
the Interest. of the occupante of the land, that is the 
Chinese tenante. Aeoeptlng this to be the oeae we ere 
edrleed that after thle year the Chinese tenante will not 
lcaee land on the reeerre ee they cannot afford to pay both 
taxes end rent. You will note that the agent reporte: "The 
taxes hare become almost ae large ee the rente we receive". 
This le probably an exaggeration ee the i reei- reporte that 
the 1939 tax on the property of a Chinese tenant amounted 
only to approximately $7.00 an acre while our rente average 
$35.00 en eore.

However, If this statement ae to the loea of 
our tenante la true the Indien» stand to loee approximately 
$4,000 an uelly In rentals, whleh le a substantial p->rt of 
the living of twenty or more Indian families. Further, If 
the plan for the exte/^ylonA)f the water awr loea to Mus queen 
to be paid for froaFtejtil Tuna'i Is proceeded with we loae 
with the Chinese tenant» the source r/om which the funde 
advanced were to be rep»Id ee the ryayment wee to have 
been made by a deduotlo» of 15< or Z0< from the annual rent 
roll.

It may therefore be that instructions should 
at once is ue to Mr. bardie’s office and to Major UeoKay

to...............
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