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Ready for an unusual shopping spree? ot
Fieguth is holding an open hon::‘ ntp” VeMr::ca
Drive featuring handmade items from different
countries on Thursday, Oct. 4, 1:30 to 4:30p.m. and 7
- 9 p.m. This is a self Ip program sponsored by the
Mennonite Central Co ttee.

The non-profit program provides poor families in
eudevelopedlreuwithnnewwaytournnllvlng.

Help others help themselves

Margot says.special attention is given to make sure
the producers are given a good wage and are treated
fairly.

Crafts will include jute items from Bangladesh,
baskets, plates and trays from Haiti, North
American Indian crafts, and nativity scenes carved
in olive wood from the Middle East.
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CANADA'S ONLY DISCOUNT TOY CHAIN WITH MORE THAN 50 LOCATIONS
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GORM LARSEN/THE TIMES

Four generations were represented when friends and
family gathered to wish Lillie Pallett a happy 90th birth-
day last Wednesday. Shown with her are daughter Laura

Eubank, (right) granddaughter Susan Williams and great
granddaughter Katie.

Moms share
babysitting

MOTHERS Attention! A babyvsitting
Co-0p is being set up in the Sherway Park
Public School area There's no money in
volved only an exchange ot service. For in
lormation call Marian at 276-5294

By MARY LOUISE BIRKS
Times staff writer

A young Mississauga mother who's founded a
babysitting co-op in her neighborhood said it's easy to do
and it doesn't cost the members a cent.

“The co-op idea works because it's damn difficult to
find a babysitter these days," said co-op founder 31-year-
old Marian Mélnroy of Sherway Drive. ‘And there are
other mothers, like myself, who prefer to leave their kids
with another mother rather than with an older person or
a young person who doesn't have children.”

The co-op works best for mothers of preschoolers
and newborns who need to get out for a few hours during
the day, said Mclnroy, a mother of two small children.

It's a babysitting service, not a day care, she said.
“You leave your kids with one other mother in her home
and not for any great length of time.”

The Sherway Park area co-op numbers about four
families, but that's enough to start. Mclnroy hopes the
co-op will grow to include about 15 families.

The mechanics are simple, explained Mclnroy who
says in the two years she was involved with a babysitting
co-op in High Park she had no problems.

Each mother that joins has a list of the other
members. When she needs a babysitter she phones
around until she finds another member who will sit.
Mothers take their children to the sitters’ homes so they
have a chance to see where their child is being left.

WhenamotherjoimtheSberwayPnrkamco—op
she receives 10 one-hour tokens and 10 half-hour tokens
at no charge. The tokens are used like money. Members
accumulate tokens by sitting for others.

Each member serves a three-month term as co-op
secretary (the group's only executive office). The
members meet once a month in the secretary’s home to
get to know each other better

“Once I find out how many other mothers are in-
terutedinmyneighborhood,lintendtoholdnmeeﬁng
80 we can meet each other,” said McInroy. ‘‘No mother
wants to leave her children with strangers.”

The Sherway area co-op will run Monday through
Friday on a 9 to 5 basis, but many others operate nights
and weekends as well.

TobeeligibletojointheSherwayco—opatamﬂy
must live in the area bounded by Dixie Road to
EtobicokeCreekandtheQEWnorthtotheQueensway.

If other Mississauga mothers ‘would like advice
abouthowtosetuptheirmhabyﬂtﬁngco—op,
Mclnroy suggests they call her.




