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Your future starts now
And Doane Raymond will put 
you on the path to success.
You'll be stimulated by varied and 
practical work experience with clients in 
many industries, from small entrepre­
neurs to major companies.

You'll take on challenging responsibilities 
in a firm with global connections yet 
committed to a personal approach to 
doing business.

You’ll benefit from first-rate training 
under the guidance of some of the best 
people in the profession, and get solid 
preparation for the Uniform Final 
Examination, with courses covering 
everything you'll need for success.

You'll enjoy working with bright, 
interesting people, in an atmosphere 
that's highly professional but also 
relaxed, open and informal.

It's your future - and it starts now. So 
make the most of it. Pick up our brochure 
at your university placement centre.

Offices across Canada, including:

Kentville 
New Glasgow 
Sydney 
Truro 
Yarmouth
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Amherst
Antigonish
Bridgewater
Dartmouth
Digby
Halifax
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Chartered Accountants 
Management Consultants
Canadian Member Firm of 
Grant Thornton International
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Other Women tightly crafted but flawed first novel
ject of her de­
sire is an older 
man: suave, 
successful, 
handsome 
Raymond.
Raymond 
happens to be 
an older, married
man who has vowed never to 
leave his wife. He is attracted to 
Fiona, deeply, and he admires 
her, greatly, but won’t leave his 
wife. Not surprisingly, given the 
dynamics of such affairs, Fiona 
is left holding the short end of 
the stick. Yet she can’t let go, she 
can’t slop thinking about him, 
his life, and his wife, one of the 
many other women that Fiona 
looks to for clues to the mystery 

I of winning eternal love.
Fiona’s love for Raymond is 

j undoubtedly pure, yet it is an 
obsession, virtually a sickness. At 
best, it is wonderfully, magically 
invigorating; at worst, horren­
dously debilitating. Fiona could 
escape, could start afresh, but 
chooses to live in a paradoxical 
heaven/hell of her own making. 
She rides the love roller-coaster 
almost daily, plunging from bliss 
to despair; her crashing descents 
make Tristan’s long ride with 
Isolde look like a gentle slide 
down Citadel Hill. Yet, for all the 

I pain Fiona bears, it is difficult to 
feel sorry for her; Lau has not 
created a simpatico character.

more point in writing. Then 
there’s Lau, whose Other Women 
offers a thoroughly modern take 
on amour — a tale of convo­
luted, unrequited passion under­
pinned by a fashionably distant 
narrative tone.

Fiona, the novel’s artsy young 
protagonist, is trapped. She's in 
the grip of that old devil — 
amour. She faces most aspects of 
life with pragmatic fortitude, yet 
when it comes to love, her heart 
turns her brain to jelly. The ob-

BYANDY POTTER Other Women
by Evelyn Lau 

Random House Canada 
$25.00/193 pages

Vancouver writer Evelyn Lau's 
past work featured four-letter 
words like love and hate. Hence, 
it’s no surprise that her first 
novel. Other Women, is a love

novelists beat the love drum 
again and again? It could be the 
royalty cheques — as Harlequin 
“authors" know, millions of read­
ers have a soft spot for amour. 
Mavis Gallant cloaks it in phi­
losophy — she states that love is 
the great mystery of life, and that 
if ever we solve it there'll be no

Awi"»
story.

*Of sorts.
I'm not averse to love stories; 

I've dipped into my share — eve­
rything from Gothic romances to 
exotic erotica. Along the way I've 
often wondered; What makes

Evelyn Lau
ftFiona suffers, we see that she 

suffers, and still at the novel's end 
we are left thinking: What kind 
of love is this; why doesn’t she 
let go?

Although Other Women fea­
tures tightly-crafted prose, the 
story often sags. Lau is an ac­
complished poet and short story 
writer, but she has not yet mas­
tered the narrative pace and 
momentum needed to sustain a 
novel. Other Women continually 
circles itself, which, given that 
love is its theme, is no cause for 
deep consternation. Yet, in Lau's 
hands, the circling too rarely spi­
rals upwards, too rarely leads 
beyond Fiona’s introspective 
musings. Love stories are per­
sonal, of course, but the best — 
witness the many permutations 
of Romeo and Juliet 
timeless and universal. Lau's First 
attempt at a confession d'amour 
is clever, yet distinctly 9()’s.

are also

Double Happiness
of Jade, a Chinese-Canadian 
woman in her early twenties, liv- 

If you are sceptical about Cana- ing with her conservative family 
dian cinema, go see Double Hap- in Toronto. Jade searches for hap­
piness.

The movie, written and di­
rected by Mina Shum, is the story her family’s traditional culture

and values, including parental 
authority and red bean biscuits; 
and, the half which contains pre­
marital sex, rebellion, and pos­
sessions packed in old boxes 
formerly containing tequila and 
lemon gin.

The movie is very well made, 
and the acting is admirable, no­
tably by Sandra Oh, who plays 
Jade, and Stephen M.D. Chang, 
who plays her father. Shum 
shows us that Jade loves her fam­
ily and their traditional life, but 
ultimately does not belong with 
them. Jade does not resent her 
minority background: in fact, she 
uses it to her advantage when 
pursuing her dreams of an act­
ing career. Flowever, we know 
that she is more comfortable with 
her renegade friends, such as her 
white love interest, the geeky but 
endearing Mark.

Is it possible for Jade's parents 
and their peers to pass on their 
traditional values in modern 
Canada? All the young Chinese 
characters rebel in some way or 
another: Jade’s older brother 
leaves the family, one potential 
husband that her parents are 
eyeing turns out to be gay, even 
her youngest sister, Pearl, has 
begun to reject the old ways. 
Whether or not Shum's portrayal 
of Chinese-Canadian life is accu­
rate, Double Happiness is a fan­
tastic film, and one not to be 
missed.

BY JAMES WORRALL

piness in both halves of her 
world: the half saturated with
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Value: $7.50 out of $8
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YOUR SPRINGBOARD 

TO SUCCESS IN THE 

NEW ECONOMY.

□

HE CAN SEE THE FUTURE. 
AND HE’S GOT A JOB FOR 

YOU THERE.
You learned a lot in university or college. But imagine if you could 

have learned how to predict the future. Imagine if you knew what 
jobs, what careers would offer you the most success and prosperity.

Well, now you can see — and hear — where your best job 
prospects lie. By attending a free seminar (tailored to university and 
college graduates) featuring the renowned Colin Campbell, author 
of Where the Jobs Are: Career Survival for Canadians in the New 
Global Economy.

Among the things you'll learn:
• Which new- and old-economy industries will survive, thrive or die.
• What companies will be the most desirable employers in your 

chosen field.
• How to determine your personal strengths and weaknesses, and 

how to develop a lifelong strategic career plan.
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Colin Campbell, author of 

Where the Jobs Are: Career Survival 
for Canadians in the New Global 

Economy, will be speaking at a free 
ITI-sponsored seminar near you.

ATTEND ONE OF THESE FREE 
ITI-SPONSORED SEMINARS: 

Halifax - Sept. 27 
St. John’s - Sept. 28

itiSimply call 423-3404 (in Halifax) or 1-800-939-4484 
TO PRE-REGISTER FOR THIS FREE SEMINAR.
But hurry, seating is limited. So phone now — your future success could depend 
on you making the right call.

These free seminars are presented by the Information Technology Institute (formerly the Atlantic 
Computer Institute), Canada's leading information technology training institution for university and 
college graduates. For information about ITI, call 423-3404 in Halifax or 1-800-939-4484.

Information
Technology
Institute
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