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The Universities of CanadaThe C.U.P. Conference
£ I arrived in Ottawa at 11.30 at 

night. It was very cold, but I did 
not mind it too much, for my mind 
was on the Canadian University 
Press conference and lodging for 
for the evening.

I secured a room at the hotel 
beside the college after failing to 
contact Jean. Jean Boivin was in 
charge of the conference. I met 
Jean the next morning.

We went to their students union 
the next morning. It was there 
that I first met Bert Dubreil, the 
editor of the Fulcrum. Bert and 
Jean introduced me to their staff 
and then to their famous “Coke” 
machine. It was the latter intro
duction which left me agrog.

That afternoon the conference 
began. It started with a discussion 
of the constitution and the admit
tance of new members. The press 
finally decided to admit one new 
member, Assumption College.

Later that, afternoon I attended 
a cocktail party at the University 
Students union, which by the way 
is something Dal needs badly. Here 
I was introduced to the Mt. A. dele
gates James McKenna and Susanne 
Cox; the St. F. X. delegates Paul 
Berry and Don Farrell and the 
Acadia delegates Churchill and 

We exchanged the

Editor’s Note. The following article by Dr. H. L. Stewart, Professor 
of Philosophy at Dalhousie is an abridged version of the article that 
appeared in the Universities Review for September 1950. Due to space 
we were unable to present it in its entirely but feel that even shortened 
as it is it bears an important message to Canadian University students. 
Part One of three parts.]
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PART I
“As a man about to leave the barber’s shop stands up 

before the looking-glass, and feels his head and notices the 
change in the cut of his hair and beard, so he that stands up 
to leave the lecture-room should examine his mind and see 
what he has gained.”
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PLAUTUS.
The test of academic efficiency1^ 

here prescribed is a severe one. 
How far could Universities any
where meet it ? Old institutions re
produced in a young country de
velop many a stress and strain. On 
the other hand, they may be rein
vigorated by the freshness of 
youth. In this article I shall en
deavour to show, from experience 
of thirty-six years since I came to 
Canada with traditions from Ox
ford, Edinburgh and Northern 
Ireland, how such gains and such 
losses are alike here exemplified in 
the field of education.

much more than in the past, what 
is known in Alberta( a province of 
pioneer effort in this field) as 
“adult. education”. Members of 
University staffs share in the work 
of “summer schools”, in the con
duct of “study groups”, in promo- 
ing regional libraries, in courses of 
literary or historical instruction on 
the air waves. There is a wide 
Canadian public now not merely re
ceptive to such higher education as 
may thus be diffused, but keenly 
anxious for it, and by no means un
willing for disturbance of deeply 
ingrained ideas.

A glance at the Calendar of such 
an institution as McGill University, 
Montreal, or the University of 
British Columbia, will show that 
those directing it in recent years 
must have expended a great deal 
of thought on its requirements and 
its Courses.

Particularly in Departments of 
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and in 
various aspects of Economics, the 
new provision has shown eagerness 
to meet, at immense cost, what are 
held to be the needs of expanding 
knowledge. Indeed, Universities
which in the past were blamed for 
intellectual conservatism might 
with at least equal truth now be 
said to show such restless impa
tience of the traditional, and such 
readiness for trial of an innovation, 
as to imply forgetfulness that the 
great fundamental studies for the 
undergraduate mind remain just a 
few to which, as fixed traditionally 
long ago, no recent “discoveries” 
have made any difference, 
whether the omissions and inclu
sions in the “Courses of Instruc
tion” in a Canadian University 
Calendar of the present year may 
suggest deference less to educa
tional principles than to a clamor
ous public, there is at least a mani
fest note of thoughtfulness and 
concern where there used to be a 
lazy acquiescence in the status quo.

The management of Canadian 
Universities has considerably 
changed since the beginning of 
this century. In determination of 
University purposes the scientist 
and scholar have been overridden 
by a combination of the politician 
and man of business. No doubt 
there is still (especially since the 
Second Great War) a feverish 
readiness to equip what is known 
as “research” in the physical sci
ences. A President in his Annual 
Report will often specify some new 
scientific instrument, whose cost he 
emphasizes, but to whose purpose 
he alludes, as Montaigne would 
say, “according to his insipience”. 
The newspapers will advertise con
spicuously the prospect of some 
great Canadian achievement in 

(Continued on page three)
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For Freedom of Expression, Political and Otherwise
At the annual conference of the Canadian. University 

Press the following resolution was passed :
“Whereas the function of the Canadian University 

is to stimulate rather than to direct thoughtpaper
among the university students of Canada, the Cana
dian University Press, representing twenty Canadian 
university newspapers, affirms its desire to promote 
in the columns of member papers the fullest objective 
expression of opinion on controversial issues.

“The Canadian University Press further asserts 
that any attempts to suppress this full freedom of ex
pression of opinion on the local, national and interna
tional level will be strongly opposed by CUP through 

at the disposal of the members of the

I
Universities have been affected 

by the new and somewhat sudden 
Canadian self-consciousness. Dis
carding other forms of her past, 
Canada has of late seen no reason 
to preserve certain British usuages 
which she long followed in higher 
education. Perhaps, however, in 
many cases her innovations are less 
original than their promoters sup
pose, often but substitution of an 
American for a British model when 
their promoters supposed that they 
were thinking for themselves. But 
this does not reduce the merit of 
the great effort visible all over 
Canada to achieve a higher level of 
general education. It is a spectacle 
of intensified interest, endowments 
and buildings on a scale of which 
the last generation never dreamed, 
lecture-rooms and student resi
dences (though expanded again and 
again) provipg always inadequate 
to the undergraduate flood. Re
serving comment on the method of 
this effort, one may enthusiasti
cally applaud the motive behind it 
Two Word Wars have had a certain 
enlightening effect. It is felt, 
surely with t ruth, that whatever 
can be done to raise the level of 
knowledge is urgent, now that ig- 

has twice been found an

Matheson. 
usual “do you know Joe So & So’s, 
and we all agreed that the Confer
ence was interesting.

That night the conference resum
ed and we were fortunate to hear 
two good newspaper men, Wilfrid 
Eggleston and M. C. St. Arnaud, 
Professor of Journalism at U. of 0. 
give good talks on newspapermen 
and the place of college publica
tions in our society.

I went to Hull later that night 
to see from across the street those 
dens of iniquity for which that city 
is supposed to be famous. I cross
ed the street.

The most interesting discussions 
began that afternoon. First of all 
there was a long discussion of the 
I.S.S. then the College Editor and 
the present crisis came up and dur
ing this latter topic the majority 
of editors showed a recognition for

every means 
association **
This resolution more or less binds the member papers to 

mutual support and common action in case one of their 
number is moved against in any manner so as to lessen its 
freedom of expression, but this is not a step that will be 
taken kindly. A careful investigation will precede any or
ganized move by CUP in support of a persecuted member 
paper, but as soon as it has been found that the case is one 
worthy of action, all the means at the disposal of CUP will 
be used on behalf of the embattled publication.

This is a great step for the preservation of freedom of 
expression among student publications. It is a hopeful sign 
that a more liberal view on articles on political questions will 
prevail among Canadian university newspapers than those of 
some college papers south of the border.

It means that an editor will no longer have anxious 
moments after the publication of an article on some subject 
of genuine interest to the student body which has severe 
critics among influential persons who could give him a bad 
time if he had no supliort from other universities. So long 

discretion is used and good taste is not offended an editor 
' should feel free to print whatsoever he wants.

Much has gone unprinted for fear of secret reprisals and 
often an editor has been threatened with various dire punish
ments if he dares to publish anything that reflects unfavour
ably upon some section of the campus, no matter how press
ing is the need for reform.

No one need fear truth. It will be tragic if our college 
newspapers were ever to be gagged. Let us hope that day 
will never come.

But
•m

the need of an international out
look. This led to a further discus
sion of Communism and the right 
of their views to be published. This 
resulted in the majority passing a 
motion to support the free expres
sion of thought in University pub
lications. Finally, that afternoon 
the discussion of Sex in college 

out of accusa

is

norance
obstacle to the precautions which 
might have rendered war unneces
sary and also to the concentration 
of effort with which, when inevi
table, it had to be waged. The 
hurried educational work of 1914T 
1918‘and again of 1939-1945 might 
with such advantage have been 
anticipated in time of peace, and 
for the reconstruction now, we 
could wish that a far more general 
knowledge of economic and of in
ternational affairs might be taken 
for granted. A glance at the regis
tration figures in University De
parts of History and of all the So
cial and Political or Economic 
Sciences will show an immense

newspapers arose 
tions that Varsity was using pink 
paper methods to make the stu
dents read thc-ir paper. The editor. 
Frank Mart is defended the method 
and promised the Dal Gazette some 
cheesecake if they needed it. (First 
photo was last week).

That evening I joined some dele
gates from the West and went to 
the CUP banquet at the Chateur 
Laurier. The awards were handed 
out, but I confess that the most 
interesting thing at the banquet 
was a cigar smoking female from 
Varsity. She puffed all through 
the speeches and didn’t even cough 
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2 FADERS extend a special invi
tation to DAL STUDENTS to 
drop in for:
The BEST in quality Dry Store 
needs . . .'
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Complete MAGAZINE stand . . . 
A most friendly shopping at
mosphere . . .
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PHARMACY LTD.

REXALL DRUGS 
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change from the past. The oppor
tunity here is precious. What a 
difference may be made for possi
ble future crisis by a public opinion 
so much more adequately informed.

The Universities are also facing,
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Sailings May 23 and June 4Meet Your Friends at 
THE

Riviera Restaurant
85 Spring Garden Road

“Give me a cup of coffee" is 
a man's usual request of the 
waiter when feeling tired and * 
out of sorts. For there's always 
quick comfort for body and 
spirit in this friendly beverage.

And especially so if the 
brew is Schwartz Thermale- 
Roasted—that rich and mel
low blend of Canada's Oldest 
Coffee House, W. H. Schwartz 
& Sons, Limited. Try a pound 
of Schwartz today for a new 
taste thrill in coffee

STUDENT TOUR No. 1: sail tourist class on S.S. Ascania from 
Montreal May 23. Scotland, English Lakes, Chester, Shakespeare 
Country, North and South Devon, London, Holland, Belgium, 
Germany (the Rhine and Black Forest), Switzerland, Italian 
Lakes, Venice, Rome, Hill Towns, Florence, Italian and French 
Rivieras, Paris.
87 Days (°f which 12 days—second visit— to be spent inde- 

C11 c«i pendently in England on completion of tour before 
sailing for home)
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A “Colonial” Corsage designed by 
ROSED ALE speaks eloquent vol
umes of tenderness and love.

Only flowers can express your 
proper sentiments.
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STUDENT TOUR No. 2: sail tourist class on S.S. Columbia from 
Montreal June 4. Same itinerary as above.

(sail directly for home on completion of tour)
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