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Adviser to Walesa

By CAMPBELL MORRISON

Dr. Wiktor Askanas is a
Business Administration
professor at UNB who was

an active member of

Poland’'s Solidarity move-
ment until he left disillusin-
ed a few months after the
implementation of martial
law.

This article paraphases
Dr. Askanas's ideas, and
has been proofread by him
before being submitted to
the Brunswickan.

Solidarity was founded in
1970. In its early stages it
was a very small organiza-
tion recruiting people who
were to be the leaders of
the movement. With long
range goals these people
began to create the Trade
Union. In the early years
the concepts and ideology
was created and it wasn't
until the late seventies that
the organization began to
enjoy some success.

The success came from
the political atmosphere in
Poland. The Gierek govern-
ment was being challenged
by the lower - politicians,
Olszowski, a voting
member of the politburo,
and Grabski, a provincial
first secretary and non-
voting member of the polit-
buro. In order to make
Gierek look bad, and create
an excuse for his dismissal,
Olszowski and Grabski ig-
nored Solidarity. This gave
Solidarity more freedom
than a subversive organiza-
tion would normally
receive.
Grabski infiltrated Solidari-
ty to try to gain control, but
could only get about 30 per
cent power in the
democratic organization.
The freedom which Solidari-
ty enjoyed under the facade
of ignorance was enough to
publish an underground
newspaper with a circula-
tion of 20,000.

As time went on,
however, the movement
gained momentum.
Olszowski and Grabski put
the sacrificial Kania, a high
bureaucrat in the general
rommittee, into power. He

«as sacrificial because the
squeeze was on between

two political camps and
olidarity. With this confu-
ston and turmoil in govern-
ment. Solidarity grew un-

Olszowski and .

challenged. Finally, it
emerged at the end of the
decade as a power to be
dealt with.

The goal of Solidarity was
simple. They wanted to
destroy the “red bourgeois”
class which had grown in
size. the “red bourgeois”
were those industrialists or
party bosses who were tak-
ing advantage of their posi-
tion to pursue personal
wealth. They were corrupt
men who were using public
funds privately. Contrary to
North - American beliefs,

Solidarity didn't have
capitalistic goals, and from
1978 to 1981, they enjoyed
as much freedom as we in
Canada. Poland was not
suffering from censorship or
economic hardship until
1979. * The London Times,
The New York Times, Time
Magazine, Newsweek,
European radio and
American television were
all readily available.
Poland, economically, was
better off than USSR.

Solidarity was a Trade
Union. The members of
Solidarity were socialists;
and they were in agreement
with the Polish system of
government except for the
proliferation of the “red
bourgeois,” and the restora-
tion of workers' participa-
tion in governing the coun-
try. Two men, Bujak and
Lis, were both members of
the Government and of
Solidarity.

For ten years these con-
cepts were these concepts
were the base of the union.
In 1981 the movement sud-
denly received ten million
new members. Overnight
the orgainzation grew from
a small subversive group to
a Trade Union of ten million
strong. It was in this period
that Solidarity had its eight
months of glory. Solidarity
was working and successful
by the measurements of in-
fluence. A great deal of
money was pouring in from
numerous sources
worldwide, but Solidarity
was not sufficiently organiz-
ed to control all of the peo-
ple and all of the money.
This led to a year of anarchy
both in the country and in
the movement. Nobody
was clearly in control. Lech

Walesa was verified as a
leader by a slim margin of 4
per cent. But, if he was
leader, he couldn’t define
what it meant to be leader.

Also, during this time,
there was constant
discourse between the

members of Solidarity and
the government. But
Solidarity couldn't agree on

what was a good settle-
ment, or what was a good
agreement, because goals
had become vague and
there was no leadership.
Two thousand five hundred
agreements were signed
between the government
and Solidarity members,
each one negating others.

The Polish government was
laughing at Solidarity - a
great movement which was
blind and was, in fact, work-
ing against itself.

From this point the move-
ment lost its Trade Unionist
beginnings, and lost its goal
of smashing the ‘‘red
bourgeois”. It bacame a
huge blind populist move-
ment. Eventually Walesa
became further removed
from Solidarity by the confu-
sion and the West's praise,
and he stupidly claimed, to
Brezhnev, to be the only
learder in Poland as well as
challenging Brezhnev to a
confrontation. The com-
ment hglped the Polish

speaks out

government put an end to
Solidarity and anarchy by
imposing  martial law in
1982.

With Solidarity in confu-
sion, martial law succeed-
ed. As a protest against the
imposition of martial law,
Ronald Reagan imposed
economic sanctions on
Poland. This did not work.
As a result of the economic
sancitons the average
citizens were hurt. They
became disillusioned that
the Americans would
penalize them. The
Americans were thought to
be friends, not enemies.
Also, the sanctions forced
the Polish economy closer to
the USSR, a result which the
Americans didn't intend.

‘ YAMAHA ‘

Yamaha A460 amplifier
35 watts/ch/.015% THD/
subsonic filter/rec out
-A proven performer
M.S.L. $320.00

SALE $195.00!

Yamaha A560 amplifier
55 watts/ch/.015% THD
gold plated phono inputs/
moving coil cartridge input

M.S.L. $470.00

SALE $289.00

Clean/Solid/Reliable

Yamaha R300 receiver
30w/ch/.015% THD/AM/FM
optical balance tuning system

M.S.L. $405.00

SALE $249.00

Concert System 10:
includes _

A-10 amp 40w/ch
T-10 tuner AM/FM
K-10 2 motor cassette deck
P-10 turntable & cart
LC-G5 smoked glass stand
M.S.L. $1455.00

SALE $699.00

Concert System 20:
includes
A20 amp 65w/ch
T20 AM/FM digital tuner
K20 2 motor cassette deck
P20 turntable & cart
LC-G5 smoked glass stand
M.S.L. $2005.00

SALE $899.00

Purchase of either system entitles buyer
to 30% off the M.S.L. of any of
our speakers!!

Yamaha K960 cassette deck
DBX, Dolby B noise reduction/
fine bias adjust/pure sendust heads/
solenoid logic control
M.S.L. $785.00

SALE $550.00

Yamaha NR9O tapes
M.S.L.=$7.40 ea.
Now 2/$9.98
or $45.00/Box (10)

Yamaha CR9O0 tapes
M.S.L. $9.60 ea.
Now 2/$10.98

or $49.00/Bos (10)

546 Queen St.
454-6874 -

* QUALITIES LIMITED ON ALL ITEMS %
MAGIC FOREST MUSIC STORE LTD.

Mon-Wed 9:30-5:00
Thurs/Fri 9:30-9:00
Sat 9:30-5:00
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