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lfdiîo#iUl and(u fu'ibntned.

"WE ho(pe to see the. day Wbhen tihe ordinary Mission
YReport will be an extinet form of literature,

found only in museume5 or on the shelves of arcboeo-

logicai societies." So says the Indian Wit'nes8, and

we Say Amen. It is time this inatter was looked at

8ri0usy by our Missionary Board and General Con-

ference. An expen diture of o ver $3,O0O poer annum on

the Anrnual Report starts the question, Wbat good

end does it serve 1 Yery few read it, and it quickly

goes to swe.11 the volume of wasto paper. If the total

amount from encb Circuit were given, instead of a

detailed list of subsoribers, at ieast oue-hai! o! the cost

would be saved. It is objected to by somoe that if the

names o! subscribers are not publishod, amounts will

ho reduced, and some wiil cesse giving altogether.
This, if true, is by no means creditable to, the givers;

and we are fain to beliove that such cases are very few

irideed. At ail events we would like to sec the ques-

tion considerod, and, as a preliminary step, an informai

conversation in ail our Quarterly B3oards wouid have a

good offeet. If such should take place, will inînsters

kindiy inforin us of the. drift of opinion ?

A s'rRkNGE story cornes frein the Mosquito Coast.

A Moravian inissione.ry there was recentiy visitcd

by an Indian named Kails, from the Kruta River,
in Honduras, whose people bear a very evil naine,
Kalla declitred that hoe had beon warned iu visions te

ask for the preachiug of the gospel, for if the

people did not give up thoir evil wsys the country

would b. destroy cd. Some Christiane iront back with

him, but the people would not bear thoin, and repaired

te eue of their profligate funoral wakes. Kaila tried

teo folew, but iras driven baek with jeers, aud retired

with words of wsrniug. Soon after the, hous. where

the people were assetubled woas struck with lightuing,
wbioh scattered the guosts aud consumed the. building.

Subsequeutly s tremeudous tidal wavo swept the.

coast, blotted out Kaila's villagýe and aestroyed every

place ini it eoept hiB own. What the. effeet o! this

strange visitation wili ho remains to bo seen.

Mns. BisHoP <(ormerly Miss Bird) bas a passion

for travol, especially in out-of-tbe-way places that

bavè soldom been explored. Her Unbeaten Tracks

in Jap&n presents a vivid pieturo of life in those

portions of the Empire inost remoe frein clviii-
zation. IUnliko some modern traveilers, ktrs. iBishiop

ha anI openI e and eye for irbat is good, and does
net consider ita part e! ber duty to sucer at the.

enthsias andbelitethe. efforts cf missionaries.
On the. contrary, she allows full credit for wbat they

bave accoinplishod, aud pioads that tbey be encouraged
and.sustained. One of Mrs. i3ishop's recent adven-

turous journeys took ber through Kashinir into, Little
Tibet, where she wss brought ite contact with the,

Moravian missionaries at Lob, the capital of the

country. Hitherto it has been supposed that Tibet is

resolutely closed against missienaries, a supposition
coutradictcd by the experienco of thoso Moravians.

Buddbism is univorsaiiy provalent, morals at a very

loir obb, aud the work of Christianity diffieuit sud

silow; but with cbaracteristic patience the Moravian
missienaries are toilîng, on, aud the first-fruits o! 'what
may yet be a pientifi harvest bave been gathered.
This work bas a speiai interest for us at* the present

junicturo, as ILarger Tibet lies just west o! the Chines.
province o! Tz-Chuten, inte which our misi4onaries will
sbortly enter, and the latter province msy yet becorne
a base o! operations froin which we shall enter the.
"ýregions beyond." If such a projeet seems utopian we

eau ouly ropiy te the objecter in the words o! the,

woîl-kuowu motte, " The world is my parish."

A REMARKA&1LE article by Sir Bartie Frere on
the adaptation of Christisuity te ail furis e!
civilization, bas iately appeared in an English periodi-
cal. Its statements, based upon personal observation,
furni.sh a complote rofutation of the misrepresentations
o! modern infidelity, wbich is nover weary~ of repeat-
iug that missions are a* failuro, aud ail anidote to the
doubtsand fears o! many Christian,;, whlose kuowiedgo
of the progresa of Christiauity is wofully limited.
Let all such weigh seriously languagre like this from,
the. article referred te:*-" 1 speak siinply as to matters
of experience aud observation, aud net o! opinion, juat

as a Roman pref oct might bave reported te Traj an or the
Autenines, aud I assure yen that, wbatever yen may
be told te the. coutrary, the, teaching o! Obristianity
smong 160,000,000 of civilized and industrions Ilindus
aud Mohammnedaus iu ludia is effecting changes, moral,
social and political, which for exteut sud rapidity o!

efleet are far more extraordinary than snythiug yon or
your fathers have witnessed in modern Europe. Pro..
sentod for the. first timo te most of the. teeming ludian
cemmunities within the memory o! men yet alive-
preacbed only by a few score or Europeans who, wîth
rare exceptions, had net previeusly been remarkable
smong their owu people in Europe for intelleetual

power or cultivation, who bsd littie o! worldiy
power oraagacity, sud none ef the worldly motives

wmi usually carry men onirard te succecs-Christi-
anity bas, nevertiielesa,. lu the course o! fi! ty years,
made it. way te every pa.rt o! the. vast mass of Indian

civilized hurnanity, sud la noir an active, operative,
aggressivc power lu every brancli o! social and

pelitical lire ou that continent."


