
PEOPLE AND PLACES
LITTLE STOPJES BY LAND AND SEA, CONCERNJNG THE FOLK WHO MOVE HITHER AND THITHER ACROSS THE FACE 0F A BIG LAND.

" ALGARY anti Regina seem to be the biggest let-L ter-writing cities in the whoie West outside of
,Vinnipeg. A recent report of the post-office depart-
rient gives a lot of figures to show that the letter
iabit is growing at an enormous rate in that country.
rhe post-office has corne to be as important as the
ýchool and in some cases a good deal more important
han the city hall. Calgary lias to its credit over
iinety thousand dollars' worth of business done at
he Post-office-includilig starnps, money orders and
'Ostal notes. Regina comes next with sixty-one
houisanti; Edimonton next with nearly fifty-nine
liotsanti. Moosej aw, Prince Albert and Saska-
0on together make up about the samne total as Bran-
lon], whicli has forty-five thousand.

SGOOD many fellows nowadays who think they
are delicate in civilisation take to the wild

'laces to get robust. Many of these chaps who in
iie cltY have been for years as fussy as an old maid
lith a Pet cat anti as full of ailments asan almanac

-when they get out with a surveying party or boss-
' g a raiiway construction gang, or even keeping a
~ache, encounter some real old-fashioned primitive
ýXperiences that take ail the kinks out of th.eir sensi-
3'ltties. Yet once in a whule under
1Ie rost unciviliseti and unconvent-
~i0ral circumstances a chap outward-
"',,d retains bis fastidious notions.
*. Dougaîl McDougall--sounds dour
'dstrenuous enougli-son of a Win-
1Pgbroker, has been writing his ex-

erences with a G.T.P. survey party
I i the wilds in the winter. Here
iea few of the things hie says-
lhlY interesting to any people who
"ttemnplate that kinti of life between'
Iwandi balmy spring.
"At noon our lunch is frozen soliti
idthe noon camping-place takes a
tOflabour to prepare. We first cut

ot f dry wood and secure birch-
)rif possible; then ýcut brush and
'aptthe ground to keep our moc-

'sin dry; cut a pole, to bang our
'aktle on and hunt for water. The

leP nw keeps the water-holes from
Freig, but they are liard to finti, and
ffhe fund the water usually smells
ýrtYbati, but tastes ail riglit in tea.
ý)tnas a last resort we use snow
l'oetimes 1 don't drink tea, for the
"0'burns, and the tea lias a taste

Sr imnilar to carbolic aciti. We
laethe lunch arounti the fire until it
ýhw Ott but often a sandwich isbridOn one end and stili frozen
"teOther end. I can tolerate fro-

ýe ckes or pie, but canned roast.
ýeffrapPed is tiistinctly unpalatable.
'ýtrlunch we always enjoy a good
'rOearound the fire, for in severe

ýete away from the fire, smoking
kt iure. Your pipe freces tip

enpuifs, matches give a f eebleTi
aeand go out before you can get

EYen the axes refuse to work;-zhP1g green wood makes the etige bend or chip
ý'"Icring to the bardness oietnteohrdy"f the metal. Ours

0EICAL writers*of news ir. the form.i of fiction
ar fond of saying that the climate of PeaceRieri the wînter is balmy with chinooks anti

busnesgove zephyrs and aIl that sort of dreamy
the Butwhen it cornes to the bard facts ofcaeas tolid by Mr. Fletcher ]3redîn, trapper andtraerfrinthe Lesser Slave-anti being memberE1o htbody Y f water he wili flot lie-it seerns a
"I' i'eent anti more Canadian. Mr. Bredin
W a tte .iaunt out to Edmronton the other day.

btv l i itched up bis team to the caboose with the
2U an :einte top, the tbern2ometer eut in the

Renfrew iast week. This ball which was attendeti
by three hundreti folk was flot helti in the town hall;
neither in the fire hall; nor in the lodge room over
the post-office. It was helti in a knitting miii. The
miii is a new one; was not yet equippeti with ma-
chinery; and tlie management conceived the brul-
liant idea of inaugurating it with a bail-no doulit
remembering that yarn sometimes fintis its way into
halls. It is saiti that some spinsters were present.
Some of the marrieti women brought their knitting.
There were aiso a few yarns told. Altogether tliey
liad a good time.

M R. STEPHEN LEACOCK has been speaking
out again. Nobody speaks oftener witliout

repetition than Mr. Leacock. HIe is as versatile as
a March wind. Political economy is supposed to be
bis main business in life. HIe is saiti to, be able to
write as dry books on that subject asany other mari
in the world. But Mr. Leacock is a man of hu-
mour. HIe is a satirist-ratber a rough-and-tumbie
type. HIe writes squib stories for Lif e and Truth
and other comic weekiies. He delivers orations. He
speaks before Canadian clubs. HIe lias views. Some-
,tirnes lie seems to think it doesn't matter whether he

e Hantisome New Ârmoury at Hamilton, to be occupieti bý
I3th anti gist Regiments.

has or not. is iatest view is on the dual race
problem in Canada. Speaking before the Canadian
Club in Montreal bie saiti, for instances

"Thie presence liere of these two races is our
greatest national asset. I say that, not in fulsome
adulation of one or other of these races, but in view
of wliat the two baye meant in the bistery of tbe
woriti. The civilisation of Europe bas been built
uipon tbe greatness, entliusiasni anti patriotisrn of the
two great races representeti in this country. We
have a legacy absolutely unparalleled in the bistory
of the world. We bave two histories and two civil-
isations upon wliicb we can draw; we have the basis
laid for us by two of the worlds' greatest peoples,
uipen wbicb we can builti a great anti unparaileied

j[4W that Longboat lias beaten Shrubb it is per-
haps some consolation for Mr. Shrubb to

reflect that once upon a time Mr. Shrubb
carne near to beating a Canadian 'horse, which is
in sorne ways as bati as beating Longboat. It was
in Winnipeg, at the fair; county fair it seems;
though liow Shrubb got there is not expiainei. lie
was new at the racing garne and was taking on any-
thing with feet. Sornebody at the fair stumped him
to mun a race-horse. He accepted. He liat beaten
English horses at ten miles before. This Canadian
horse was called Rifle Bail. HIe was hitcheti to a
buggy and the race began. For the first five miles
Shrubb let the horse pace hirn. Then lie tried 'a
sprint. But the horse got wise to tliat andi broke
into a gallop-which of course Shrubb was unable
to do without getting down on ail fours, whicb was
liot professional. However, hie bung to the race and,
inîglit have beaten the rifle ball, but for the fact that
sorne bucolic gentleman liung out a bunch of oats
in front of the horse and Shrulyb was beaten thirty
yards in the ten miles.

C OMPARISONS between Montreal
and Toronto are usually consiti-

ereti bati form, but now anti then tbey
occur. Lateiy, a Toronto man lias
been airing bis views about the com-
mercial metropolis. He was for thirty-
five years a Montrealer. Tlie other
day lie carne across a iittle editorial
in one of the Montreai papers that
matie him rush into print with aide-
fence of Toronto. He sigris bis niame
"Andrew Jackson." The thing that
rouseti Mr. Jackson reatis, in part, this
way:

"Newspapers tliroughout Canada
are republishing a staternent showing
the building returns of the larger
cities of Canada for the year just endi-
eti. In this table the total cost of
buildings erecteti in Montreai during
i908 is given as $5,062,326, as coin-
pareti. witli Toronto's $12,417,467,
whule Vancouver anti Winnipeg are
given greater totals than that of Mont-
real. Sucli a presentrnent is natural-
ly surprising to anyone acquainted
with the growtb of Montreal. It rnust
be remembereti that the figures in
question do* not include Montreal's
many suburbs, in wbicli a, great deal
of building was done tiuring the past
year, tbat -of Westmount alone being
over $i,ooo,ooo, a greater amount than
sucli tliriving cities as London anti
Calgary are crediteti witli."

Witli the vigour of a backwoods
preacber Mr. Jackson bits back with a
few j abs. H1e is not impresseti by a
namne; neither with bistory. He is af-
ter what lie >consitiers facts anti figures:
Here are a few of thie things lie says:

'the "So you try to bring in West-
miounit. Now, Toronto bas far more
suburbs than Montreal. I won-

der, for instance, bow wouid Westmount compare
with West Toronto (Junction). Why, I sheulti
say that it wouid be sheer nonsense to, compare
theln, as I venture to, say tliat West Toronto's build-
ing for the past year-or any year for that matter-
is not far short of MontreaL I arn sure that the
amount of building going on in theý suburbs of
Toronto is still greater tban that of To-
ronto proper itself. Another thing, Toronto can
finti money anti time te do hlf the building dope in
Montreal itself, for nearly haîf the good buildings in
Montreal are being put up by Toronto anti, in f act,
if you don't look sharp tliey will own your city. Can-
ada LiE e building, Canadian Bank of Commerce,
etc., etc. Go anywliere in Montreal anti take a run
tbrougb office buildings anti be convinceti. Over
haif of tbern are occupieti Toronto agents."

THER isa grs-ml in Knorntariothat is

single day i This is a, milI that was burneti down
a year ago and bas lately been recoristructed2 A

,)n n finip fnn Mr


