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Or stand again, a-it the set of sun),
As the liglit in the west grows (lii

Whule the bine gray clouds witb crimson lîned,
Lie ion- ou the lirairie' s riin;

Till the coulee waters reilect at last
The cloîîds, an(l thne dving light;%

And the stately latin of the wild duc1 sails
l)ark over the surface lîrigbt.

W ould you lcarn the spel1 of the pirairie land ?
Then f ollow the n in(ls at play,

As the long grass waves, and tbe fllwers toss,
In their scattered colours gav.

Those pîrairie ilowers WhM'at else inay grow
Such hosts of anemones rare?

Broad mounds of roses, interspersed
With the blue-eyed flux so fair ?

0, tbe prairie land is a fairy land
But where do the fainies hide ?

Not in rocks or trees, as ini olclen lanuds,
None are here on the prairies wide.

The broad dise of green 'neath the deep bine sky,
The miles of grass with its bloomn,

The horizonî, dotted with settlers' sbacks,
The wind with its sof t perfume-

These held the charin of the prairie laind,
And, when summer cames again,

The winds blow over tbe lakes to us
The lune of the Western plaini.

-V arsity.

Obstinacy of British Post-
mastérs-General '

13y SIX HUGU GIlLZF-AN.REID. IL.]L.D., F...

T Ij article unden the aliove heading ini the Courier

11of FlI). 23rd bas been read witb intenest on both

sides of the waten. Lt is unfortunately true that aur

iPostmasters bave igîîored or dîsregarded aIl alipeals

made to themn ta consider reducing the poastage on Brit-

ish periodicals and newspajiers niailed ta the Colonies.

A [c-w vears ag(> an influiential (lelitation waiited upon

Lord Stanley, who utterly f ailed to comnîreheuid the

situation, an d only trifled about the allcged loss ini the
U.nited States of Aunenica oin like pubîlications circulated

in that country The delîntation represented the

owners of magazines and other serials estimated to lie

wortb millions stirling, ail practîcally 1 irohil)ted fron

being generally circulated in parts of the British JCmpire.

But we have neyer (lesliaire(l of success, and an even

more 1 iowerful combination is in îîrocess of formation
wïth a view ta immediate anid ulecisive action.

We have lîeeî max cd and stiînulated liv the initiative

of the lion. Rodolphe 1,etieux, wh<i, since becoining Post-

master-General, has taken Up) tlis vital question of

postage with practical knowledge and genuine -

thusiasi. To win in thi'. proloiîged ýonfict, the

co-optration of bath sides is essential. And it is

hopeful that the lirst step) has heen taîken on the

Canadian side. 1 well remneber that in the year

of Quceen Victoria's I)iamond ,Jtiluilee, wbeii a similar

issue caine liefore the Colonial Conicrence iii London, it

was Sir William Mulock, then Postmnaster-General, who

tirst and îîromptly said, "Ves' ta the Colonial Secre-

tarv's înquirv as t(> the attittude of the Premiers and

P ostm asters- , eneral ini respect to) the adopîtion of Inn-

lierial Peniiv Postage. 'Yes," was Sir Williaîn's quick
resl>onse, "we are readv to adalît it"-a (lecisive and

deciding voice ; and the formai adoption of the bene-

hecent projiosal took place on Christmîas l)av, 1899, to, le

followed-let us hope-by Universal P>enny Postage,
whicb, after fiftv vears oif agitation, it is significant to

know will lie one of the suîbjects for discussion at the

Colonial Conference in April this year ;ail surely calcu-

lated to give uis courage.
As to ont P>ostal bheads," it ought to lie noted, that

the present occîlpier of the seat of lionour-the Riglit

flon. Sidney Blnxtoii bas niit yet liceli apliroached publ-

licly front either side, aiîd lias therefore not had an

opportunity of statifig bis views or declariuig bis policy.

The psychological mnomnt lias caine, and the whi(le

question will lie plaeed liefore limai at no (listant date.

l)uring lis bni reign at the Post Office, Mr. Bîîxtoîî bas

dis1 ilaved an enlighteie< spirit, and a prudent desire to

adx ance, irresîiective of so-callcd precedciîts. Ont coin-

inercial andl literary organisations, as well as the flouise

of Commons, are beartily iii favour of largely redueed

postal charges oui pulicationus intended for the Colonies;
we have thle assurancee that tluev will continue their helpi;
and that, united, we shaîl go forward to victory.

Canadians, we trust, wilI flot consider thîe renewal of

the Postal Conv ention witlî the United States t<i the

exclusion of Great flritaiiî, for the popuîlar lîterature (if

wlieb, it is helieved, tluey bave ai xvlolesorne îîreferen,ýe.

It is reîîorted tîtat 'Mr. Lenieux is ta visit Lonidoni in

May and that thîe wbole question will tliet lie thoroughi-

IV discussed, witb a view ta an earlv and satisfactory
settlemnt. "Iinperial'' Penny Postage lias conne ; "lu-

ternational'' is lîeing serioiislv deait witlu, and a redite-

tion in the naw lîroliîlnti\-e rates oui îiriii(lcals cannît

long lie delayed.

Miss Easton and ber husband, Mr.
Francis Maclennan, in "Mad-

ame Butterfly."1

A japanese Opera

T HE kingdam of the chrysanthemuin has lîeeî
a îîoîîîlar bîackground for modern draina.

But no daintier little figure than that of the cbild-
wife, "Cho-Cho-San," has flitteil across the stage.
The story told b)y .Johîn Luthter Long bas lîcn
given a setting of Italian music and bas aîîlealed
ta New York anîd London as a work oif delicate
charnu. The quaint lovelîness of Jaîiaiese gardens
anid temples has licen uisedl as thîe scene ouf a trag-
edy as old as the flrst broken heurt. In the "Mik-
ado" Gilbert and Sullivani gave thte world ofiia
generation ugo a comedy of the awakening Orient.
In "Madame Butterfly," an Anglo Saxon writer
and an Italian musician give the theatre-goers of
to-day a draina of the darker side o>f the rningling
of Fast and West.

Whateî er may be the theories with regard ta
tbe setting of Elizabethan plays, a modemn coimpo(-
sitioni suc-h as "Madame Butterfly" demauds ail
the accessories of scenic art. Mr. Hlenry. W. Sa-I,
age bas brought to the presentation of tiis aI-n
anese production the resonrees of picturesque and
poctie environinent whîch muade an appiropriate
setting for so rare a gem.

There are two Canadian meiubers of the cast-
Miss Florence Easton and Mr. Francis Maclennan.

i-I1
Miss Florence Eson as "~Madame

Butterfly," in the opera
of that name.


