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IT'S a peculiar thing to, be a member of Parlia-mient in Ottawa. I often wonder how certain
kinds of men stand the pace. Here again we
have the implied contrast: the pace ils botb

swift-and insufferabiy slow. Much depends on
the man. There are a few mnembers in Ottawa whom

neither tume nor circumstance
nor people and events could
ever joit out of their two-by-
four grooves; men who went
up to Ottawa originally with
the local preacher idea and
have hung to lit ever since.

But not many! The aver-
age M. P. in Ottawa is hiable
to mnake discoveries as the ses-
sioni goes on. If you could ob-
~tain a diagram of his efflciency
curve, as they do in power sta-
tions, getting bis peak load, and
bis intermediate and ail bis
variations, hie would be a pic-
turc of disturbed equlilibrium.
Because it is quite palpable that

the mean-average M. P. goes to
Ottawa for the first turne with
one set of ideas and leaves it

Speaking a few days ago
concerning an emninent Ontario politician who is
sometimes known as the Ajax of the Legishature,
a very promninent Liberal member who is one of the
most effcient in the House said with a covertly
knowing grin:

"By, George! If ever he gets down to Ottawa
in a political capacity and tries to play Ajax we'Il
put afew crimps in him.7

PARLIAMENT

Indeecl, it is a wonder that Parliament and the
circus have not long ago been regarded as
analogues. Civilisation seems doomned to have both,
whereas barbarisin neither needed nor tolerated
tither.

Wherefore let us not misapprehiend the menm-
ber's life, but as far as possible enter into its Joys
and its sorrows, its ennuis and its exhilarations, uts
comedies and tragedies and farces. A day in Par-
liament is a study in human diversion. It is a
spectacle of how muen put in the tîme froni eleven
a.m. tili eleven p.m. with two hours off for lunch-
tbougb as in tbe case of the St. Lawrence Power
Bill a few days ago it may mean an all-night session
wlîich again lis part of the comedy known as the
surprise ehement.

Forenoon froni eleven tilI one o'clock, on an
average finds haff the memibers ini attendance on
committees, some of wbich meet every morning.
There are several committees; whicb are really
sub-parliaxnents; and it is in these assemblies that
many a member wbo in the House neyer rises above
the dead level goes up by a clurve to, bis peak load.

TheRailway Comimittee.
ORail committees the Railway Committee lis the

most hike a circus ring. It lis the Jargest of ail]
the committees; almost as. large as ail the others
combined and it well represents the relative im-
portance of transportation interests in a country
wbich is handing out charters for railways by the
hundred, a large number of whicb never get further
than paper and talk.

1don't profess to understand the Railway Coin-
mittee; but 1 have been hugely entertained by lit.
Tbe time I saw it at its real bear-garden height
was perhaps a common episode to the menibers; but
lit was the nearest resemblance to a parliamentary
pandemxonium I have ever seen outside the Huse
itsehf on unusual occasions. There were turnes when
it got very niuch lit<e the wheat pit in Chicago. A
hundred meni or more, rnany of thein smoking;,
scores of thein lounging; haîf of theni talking; on
the piatform surrouruding Chairman Hugb Guthrie,
the Minister of Railways witb his good-humoured
red tie; mnembers of deputations; corporation law-

A DAY plained and insisted. There was neither Gr
Tory. Speech was unpartisan and for the mmo
free. There were as many sides to the contr(
as there are kinds of weather in Canada.
times two sides were up at once. Members m~
the House would be as demure as unshorn lait
the commjttee roared like bulse of Bashan. E
if a man doesn't somnetimes get up on his rear
and roar in that committee he must be lil(e
whistle in a full orchestra. By some proce
mental gymnastics the samne thing could be
clearly right and absolutely wrong in one mn
A man might speak as long as hie feit like it
tbe chances were hie didn't feel like it more
five minutes. A member popped up and deli
a broadside; subsided again, and before h4
struc'k his chair another was up in the midst
sonorous sentence.

Blessed bediam! where no man bias the o
tunity to bore the members; where it is th ,e
mon right of any in the audience to int,
advice; wbere solmetimes the whole cornr
swung into a whoop of laughter and the red
orator Iaughed also-hut lammed in again W
strenuous soul. And as lit is sometimes a niy
how the wheat pit or the Wall Street Stock
change s.uddenly decides to inject a pandemoi
round a common centre, s0 it is a mystery
the Railway Committee, seized of some elenie
comedy or some hiatus in the etiquette, goes il
paroxysin of concerted and simultaneous noise.
chairman calîs order; knowing hy experience
somewhat by intuition the point where order 14
off and disorder begins-when to the lay mind
ail disorder and ail too utterly interesting to
Suddenly one member points a lurid finger ai
other and bawls in a furious way:-

"Do yomean to say you haven't agreed
So-and-So to, talk this bill out ?".

"I mean ýto say you are absolutely wrofl
Cries of 'Oh! oh !" and some groans with 1I

laughter.
'But I myself beard you getting instruc

froin So-and-So-"
Groans with more'laugbter and derisive cri'

"Oh-oh-oh 1"
Whereupon the Minister of Railways rises

with that hlandly sonorous trombone of bis P
nally chides the tumultuous members, remmi
thein that there may be many a man lin the 1
guilty of talking buis out; coupled with ho]
advice-to try and get together outside the
mittee and compromise; Since agreement in'
committee is out of the question.

One o'clock; time up; but there are stifi nX
bers wbo would go on with the talk. AdjournlU
Precisely what was done and what it ail amnoU
to-wehll dhe chairman knows: he lis used tc'
game and it is ail part of the show; the progral
of extracting as much amusement out of a dry
ject as is possible and as far as may be findiiig
what's what, even if who's who remains in doul

There is nothing dull or tedious about the
way Committee. It us the liveliest aggregatiOl
Parliament and it sets the pace for dramatic inte

*for ail the other committees. Private Bills sc
times becomnes a hulabaîoo-as it did recentlY (
the St. Lawrence Power Company bill. Pt
Accounts is invariably a rogues' gallery, and 1
in the writer's recoilection deveioped an iiiti0ne
that if so-and-so member would not take haçk
words at the decision of the chairman it rngh
necessary to go out in the back yard.

One committee wbich heid sessions everY
for aimost two months was a real relief-the A
Gambling Commnittee instituted by the antfr1
track bill of Mr. H. H. Miller, the chairmaW ,
empowered to haie witnesses froin anywhr
Canada to give evidence to show-that thce
many rogues outside of Parliament.

A House of Commons Siesta.
F OR pure religious ennui conimend us noW >V

again to the Hotuse of Gommons inlu l
There mnay be dulier functions than somne of t
sessions. But an essay at a women's club 0
chapter in the Book of Numbers done on a D?


