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T HIE last week of February was a
memorabie one in the history
of the British Parliament. One

wouid have thought that Mr. Mc-
Kenna's Education Bill, introduced on
Monday, was quite sufficient to occupy
the attention of the House of Coin-
mons for the whoie of the week. But
the Government thought ot 'herwise, so
they capped the big performance of
Monday by introducing what is un-
cloubtedly their greatest measure of
the session-the Licensing Bill.

Boldness is certainly the keynote of
the Government's proposais with re-
gard to, licensing reform, and tribute
was paid to, the greatness of the oc-
,casion by the packed state of the
House. Members, unabie to find ordi-
nary seats anywhere, sat on the gang-
way stairs and stood in the doorways
and behind the Speaker's chair.

-It fell to the lot of Mr. Asquith,
Chancellor 'of' the Exchequer, and
virtuai leader of the House, to, intro-
duce this piece de resistance in the
Commons. He ýdid it in his usual calm
and collected" manner, showing very
littie of the. fire and emfotion that we
usuaily associate with the great ora-
tor, but no man couid have been more
completeiy master of his subj ect and
its intridate details. For an hour and
a haif Mr. Asquith stood and ex-
-pounded his bill, reveaIýng and ampli-
fying the salient points of the measure
to, a deepiy interested assembiy. The
most striking proposai in it is the
suppression of no fewer thant 32,000
public houses, or, in other words, one-
third of the total number now in
existence in Engiand and Wales. The
sweeping nature of this proposai is
clearly demonstrated by the foilowing
instances: In the centre of the city of
Birmingham the application of the
Government's scheme wiil abolish 141
out of 158 licenses. In centrai Car-
diff, 85 out of io8; and in the heart
of the city of Nottingham 69 out of
70 licenses. The basis of reduction is,
one on-license for every 750 persons
in towns, and ont for every 400 in
country districts. It m24 be ieft to
theý mathematicai mind to work out
how many people there are to each
public house in tht country at present,
when it involves the sweeping away
Of 32,000 licenses to bring the number
down to the proportion of one in 75o,
or ont ini 400, as the case xnay be.

Of couirse the temperance people
are jubilant over the boldness of the
Government's Bill, but they are not
alone in praising it. The ArchbishopS
nf (Cntfrhîirv <Iphupq hn "Tt i,

about poiitics know also Mr. Hawkin,
a keen young barrister, and secretary
of the Eighty Club, one of the largest
and best organised political clubs in
England, particuiarly distinguished
for its strong advocacy of Free Trade
and the number of young politicians
it has reared. The marriage of Mr.
Hawkin and Miss Botha aroused ex-
traordinary interest, and the littie old
church, originally given by King F4-
ward VI. to the Dutch merchants in
London, was altogether too small to
accommodate the numerous guests.
Among these were to be seen the
Lord Chancellor (Lord Loreburn),
who is president of the Eighty Club;
Mr. Asquith, Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer; the Riglit Hon. Thomas
Shaw, the Lord Advocate; Lord Kmn-
naird, Lord Carrington, Lord Court-
ney, the Bishop of Hereford, the Lord
and Lady Mayoress and Sherjiffs of
the City of London, and a large num-
ber of members of Parliament. Part

,Mrs. R. 0. Hawkin, formerly Miss Marie Botha.

of the service was in Dutch, and part
in English, and the address was de-
livered by Dr. Clifford, the veteran
nonconformist leader,

TH chages inthe fortunes of.

six or seven years have formed a.
striking object lesson in British Im-
perialism. From being tht Com-
mandant in Chiti of the Boer forces
in South Africa, and undoubtedly the
ablest Boer leader, he is now the
Right Hon. Louis Botha, first Prime
Minister of the Transvaal. Botha was
uindoubtedly the mnost picturesque
figure at the Colonial Conference, held
a few months ago in London. But
it seemed to me, who had seen the
khaki-clad Boer general during his
visit to England just after the war in
South Africa-it seemed quite a dif-
ferent person, this frock-coated
Transvaal Premier. There was the
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