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nual loss from preventable forest fires is
in theý sanqe category. Before any gov.
ernment can take the matter of the Christ-
,mas tree trade s0 seriously as ta cantem-
plate' prohibiting experts, it should first
cast out the beam in its own eye, by pro-
vidins really effective forest fire protec-
tion and by taking steps ta eliminate un-
necessary waste af merchantable material
in cannectîon with lageig operations on
Crown timber lands. This applies ta
Crawn timber areas under the jurîsdictian
af the Daminian Gavernment, and also
each of the provincialgovernm;ents. with-
aut any exception.

The greatest pity in cannectian with the
Christmas tree trade is that the farmers or
ather private land awners often secure sa
small a percentage of the retail selling
price in payment for thec trees s0 cut.
There is an excellent opportunity here
far a regularly established business, pay-
mng goad returns for the labar and capital
invalvec. As a matter af fact, ini variaus
parts of Canada and the United States,
the systematic grawing of Christmas trees
is a regularly established business. In
same cases thec coat of establishing forest
plantatians for t'he growing of pulpwood
ar lumber is largely paid far by the thin-
nings taken out fromn timé ta timne in flhe
farm af Christmas trees. In ather cases,
plantations are established far the sole
purpase of sale in the farma of Christmas
trees. These are paying businesses, and
there is no mare apparent reason why
abstacles shauld be placed in their way,
than would apply ini the case af any ather
industry manufacturing gaads for expert
or for local use.

"At Grand Pré, too, are the Acadian
wilows, not only picturesque, in them-
selves, but wearing an air of romance and
'paetry that enriches the whale scene. It
is hard ta believe we live in the things of
to-day in the presence of the willows of
Grandt Pré. E.here are a few 'very aId and
very decrepit ones on the ýroad leading
from the railway station toward the town.
They can be regarded with unstinted emo-
tien and unbridled imagination, for there
can be do doubt that îhey were really put
there by French hancis as much as a hua-
dred and fifty years ago, and have wit-
nessed thec tragic scenes that inake the

removed. The area involved in this busi-
ness is s0 smaîl in proportion ta aur enor-

history of this part of the country so
memorable.

But it is in a n)eadow upon which the
railway station faces that the interest of
to-day chiefly centres. Across a wide
field is to be seen a row of willows, and
near themn is an aid French weIl, of course
called Evangeline's welI. There is n0
question about the antiquity of the weil.
It is as genuine as thec willows, and if the
pilgrim wishes to touch its sacred water
with his finger-tips one does not see how
harm could follow."-From Margaret
Warner Morley, -Down North and Up
AMeng."
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The weil of Evangeline, at Grand Pre, Nova Scotia. ýSee accompanying note.)

The Willows at Evaùgellne's Well


