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industry. On the shores and islands of Birch lake the best
timber occurs; that on the branches of the Severn river is gen-
erally small.

At Fort Hope fairly clear lifle-inchl uinber was being sawn
from, trees cut near the shores of Eabainet lake. One tree was
felled that gave a log over two feet thick at the butt and 100
feet long. The greater part of the forest is about eighty years
oid, though in places trees reaching 140 years were found. These
old trees were on low-lying areas, that- had escaped where the
higher and dryer parts were burned, and were flot generaùlly
large. Their growth-rings showed a rapid increase in size for
the first fifteen years and afterwards an extremnely slow growth.
The large sandy tracts are now, for the most part, cov-ered with.
an open growth of banksian pine, a tree of smnall corrmercial
value. When the day cornes in Canada for reforesting, these
districts might be replanted with pines conimercially valuable.
Over large areas the spruces would, apparently, if more acces-
sible, be available for wood pulp.

It was thouglit that the larch saw-fiy, which destroyed
so much of the tamnarack of our northern forests, had ceased its
depredations, but Mr. Mclnnes found it stjll active in this dis-trict. He states that the depredations of the Iarch saw-fly upon
the tamaracks along the Winisk river were noted in the previous
year's report. Since that tinie the ground covered by this in-
sect bas been extensive, and some idea of the damage it has
doue may be given. Last season ail trees aîong the Winîsk
river, frorn a point near the mouth to a Point within a few miles
of the Weibîkwei lake, were stripped; south of that area they
were untouched. During the present spring and early sumninr
their ravages extended southward to the Albany river and west-
wards for sixty miles up the Winisk river and to about rnidway
between Rabamet lake and Lake St. Joseph, on the Albany,an
area of about 14,000 square miles.


