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“land ;” and he concludes thus: “Under these circumstances, it seems to'me’
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' ON PACKET AND TE_L‘EgRAPHIéCONTRACTS,

I xi

for touching at N eﬁfoundland, ““in a nautical point of view, is_judicious, owing -
“ to the risk' and delay caused by the. heavy fogs which prevail off Newfound- '

“ very desirable that in the important mail service between this country and =~ 1°
“ North America, a service for which, owing to the vast mercantile traffic between . P
"¢ the' two countries, private competition, irrespective of Government support, |
‘“ affords unusual facilities, Government should not fetter itself by further en~ . . |
¢ gagements, unless of the self-regulating and elastic kind I have described; but '
gag e St ne L el
“ should, as far as possible, be free to avail itself of every improvement which | o

¢ may take place in the means'of swift and punctual transit.” ' I

‘No reference was made to the Admiralty for a report as to risk and delay to '
be apprehended from' touching at St. John's, referred- to by the Postmaster.
'General, or any other nautical question imvolved, nor for their opinion in-regard = =
to the fitness of Galway asa packet station ; and on the 22d February a Treasury ' '+~
Minute wus passed, authorising a contract to be entered into with the Lever,  P.53=4
Company  for the conveyance of the mails, once in every fortnight, to and from' . B
“ Galway and' New York, and Galway and Boston, alternately, at a rate not
“ exceeding 38,0001 for each voyage out and home; subject, first, to the pecuniary
‘ méans of the company. being established. to the satisfaction of their Lordships;
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‘“ and, secondly, to such arrangements as to time and as to the build :and con-
* struction of the vessels to be employed ; and also to such conditions and penalties : y
¢ for. ensuring the' punctual and efficient performance of the service, as are X !
“ usual in similar contracts, or may be thought necessary by Her Majesty’s “ -
“Governmeﬁt.”““ C e | R o N ‘.
. [ L L o o s | e o . I .
The details of the contract were subsequently arranged at the Treasury, the P.s6
time stipulated for the voyages being fixed on the 'busis of an, average of 'the |
Cunard line service, but deducting the time spent in transmitting the mails from :
London'to Liverpool, and placing them on board the steamers, aud an additional o
24 hours. , B BT C ST o
There was inserted in it, being the first occasion on which the praciice-was Ev.1859. 1 )
adopted, a declaration that the subsidy was payable out of monies, tobe voted Q. 882897
by Parliament, and this provision was brought under the special consideration of 3gfg9;51° !
the contractors. : Lo T L o :

] 28g2. 3621,
The contractors were to build four new vessels, |
in June 1860.

contract.

and to commence the service
The contract did not include the service under the Newfoundland
‘ ‘ . L ’ ‘ ) L P '
The Treasury accepted a' certificate by the chairman and' secretary of ‘the
company us sufficient prool of its pecuniary means ; ‘but that certificate does not, e
in the opinion of Your Committee, afford any satisfactorv evidence' that- the o
several amounts of subscribed and paid-up capital had been secured to the extent
stipulated 'by the Treasury as an imperative condition on the part of the com-
pany.. o C 3 Lo e

The company immediately thereafter contracted for the building of their new

vessels, paddle-wheels, and of great power, at a cost of.100,000 /. each. One of o
these has recently been launched, and the company expect to be ready to ‘com- n
'mence the service in June. . . - o e
e Cunard Company, Loy
at Queenstown, and '

. This serviceis not ' ' '/
t is made on account,
Commijttee, stated that . * Q.'gs2.

In' the meanwhile, arrangements have heen made by th
under which their veseels, sailing. from_Liverpool, touch,
there receive mails to the latest date; forwarded by, railway
stipulated for in their contract, and no additional paymen
of it ; but Sir Samuel Canard, in his evidence before. the
their present intention was to continue it, ' . ‘ b
* TheTreasury ‘Mirute'of thie'22d Fébriary, nuthorising the Galway contract
to be entered into, was not adopted-according to the ordinary routiné 'in 'the.
,case of matters disposed-of. in that;department; but the First Lord, whose atten-
tion had: been,specially-called'to the subject, hy; deputations andimemorials,nd :
also:by représentations fromjthe/Lord Lientenant of Ireland, .shortly before:the =~ 3
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dafe of the ’?"1““*9%_‘??&34—33%~;~,§?fs§9??—l.3§¥3?8'.’e thie chief: clerk, in'cliargéof this - Qi isggetens {1
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