
JIH TUE- CONSTITUTION 0F NEWFOUNDLANI.

We diso addressed many of the Meibers of both Houses of Parliament, enclosing copies
of those documents, and soliciting their support and the exorcise of their influence in pro-
noting the objects of our mission.

According to appointment, we then waited on Joseph Hume, Esq., M. P., at bis residence
in Bryanstone-square, with a y of the Resolution of the Assembly, soliciting hiim to pre-
sent the Address of the Asse on the subject ofresponsible government to the louse of
Commons, and-to use his powe co-operation as an experieneed and influential Member
of the House of Commons on beha f othe olony, This veteran, consistent and disiutercsted
advocate of colonial reform and popular rights, cheeafully consentcd to undertake the advocacy
of the cause of Newfoundland, and to use every constitutional mneans in his power to forward
the views -ofthe Assembly, stating that he had been for ncarly a quarter of a century advo-
cating responsible government for the British American colonies, and his conviction that it
was not only the right ofthese colonies, one and all, to possess it, but lie conceived it to bc
the interest of the mother country to concede it.

Having then entered into a history of the abuses of the present system of rue pursued
in the colony, he inquired into the extent of its resources, population> tradc, revenue, and
public expenditure, and expressed his surprise that Newfoundland had not been in the
enjoynment of self-government as wedll as any of the neighibouring colonics. Ho thon
addressed a letter to the IDuke of Newcastle, requesting bis Grace to fix a day for our
interview, and kindly offered his services to accompany us, and offcr his assistance at the
interview.
W e were qually successful in obtaining the advice and co-operation of other influcntial

Memboers of Parlia ernnt of weight with the Governmnnt.
In accordance with appointment, ve waited on bis Grace the Duke of Newcastle, at tho

Colonial Office, in thie afternoon of Tuesday the 27th July. Mr. umo having expressed
bis desire to introduce us to the noble Secretary, we waitcd ini the ante-room somie few

iinutes for him, but being engaged on a Comnuttee then sitting on India affairse, as we
learned, wve sent in our cards, and wdre forthwith usheredi into the presence of the Dluke. HI-s
Grace reoeived us in the most courteus manner. We presented tho A ddress of the Assembly
on responsible government, a duplicate of which, he stated, lhe ha previously received and
read, that he was engagedjust as wo enteredi in perusing our printed documents (Nos. I and 2),
and he wouldbe happy to hear any observations wnich we deemed it proper to offer i
addition to the matters therein set forth. He then listened patiently wvle the grievances
of the people of Newfoundland were being unfolded, in the course of which the vctern
friend of the colonies, Mr. H-umeo, came into the office, andi was hecartily and blandly receivedi
by the noble Secretary, nd having pologisd for not being itinie to introduce us, play-
fully said, "I dare say o eve, d these gentleman w'erc well ablo to introduc themiselves."
The Duke stated that when Mr. Hume arrived, Mr. Little wvas giving a statement of the
affauirs of Newfoundland, which he would e pleasedc to continue ntilie had concluded
the reuïarks he intended making. After the delegates had concluded their prelimna,ry
explanations and observations, Mr. Hume remarked that tho observations and facts which
his Grace had thus heard with relation to the affairs of Newfoundland, wecre ii his opinion
perf'ectly correct; they were, however, mnerely a repetition of those abuses anci that state of
cirumistances which existed under the old system of misrule pursued so long and so unwisely
in the other Britishr North American colonies; that they were in fact inseparable from sua
an imparflect form of goverament as that in force in Newfoundland; that tce only cure for
those evils was self-government, the concession of which, vhn lie frst demanded it for
Canada, in company with the Canadian delegates,.would have prvented the rebellion which
subsequently occurred mndi distract the peae of that ae country. That it was notorious
that none of theberitish American colonies woukd ae satisfed with anything short of the
management of their internai affairs, and be expressed his astonishment that this important
colony shouldc be denied its rights mand privileges, while the neighbouring possessions of Canada,
Nova Scotia, New Brunsw ek, and ven Prince Edward .[sland were progressing, vwith
marked succes, sinethey obtained the control of their own affairs, nnd that such a denial
would mount to an abrogation of the doctrine of tih present Ministry.

The Duke declared that.le wasmnuch pleascd tof receive the fuî t detail with which he had
been favouredi by ithe delegates, of the past andv present, circumstances of Newfoundland.
That:hisattention had been called to the subject of responsible govrnment somie three or
fonr months since, by the Governor of the colony, upon the ado pion of the nddress by the
Assemnbiynd he had given the matter some considerationî, thougl he bhad not hadi sufficient
tmne, owmno tohie Parliaentary and officia duties, to deci e on th matter; andi after
inquiring- howNog 6the delegatos intended remain ie n England, on being informed that
they awaited his-ensure, e stated his fear that at so late a stage of Parament, ad the
great amount of business then fallig on him to discharge, it wvould, he fearcd, be difficult
forhlim to considethe affairiof the colony in al their bearings upon the important question
of a change of codstitution during th e sitting o? Parliame ont; but tait he would, at as early
Sday as possible, take into his senons consideration te whiole ase , and submit it for lte

decision of the Cabinet. Itcaas truc, -hs Grace continued, tait ho entertaineod the opinion
ascribed to hii, that the colonieswherever it was fond practicable, shoul have the full
measure of respnsible goerni ent conceded to them; that if they wero fit for representa
ti!irhe, itutions, they were certainly entitecid to self-governnent; that it was not the interest
ofthepwtt7stategnor his desire t withhold that system of ul, but it would be admitted
by tIe delegatésp he :thou a that there ier -objections urged against the introduction of

thamitd' ëiúit theoolo ni pesent,;1hie n it s obu cles not auperabol obaacles cer-
wr óeai huii Mandeddtct, migtt interfere wi th itear-
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