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in the townshlp of Zorra, now West Zorra, county of Oxford. There he taught school three or-
~ four years; then settled in. Woodstock sold goods twelve years for W. C. McLeod, -general
dealer, and subsequently was in the dry goods business for himself for exbht years, when he
sold out. Since that time he has speculated a little now and then but bemg in comfortable '
cxrcumstances, is mchned ‘to moderation in his labers. :

' Ma.ny years ago Mr. Oliver held the offices of school trustee, councllman and reeve, and
was warden in 1866. In the same year he was elected to parhament to flll a vacancy caused
by :the death of Hope Mackenzie, brother of the late premler, and wa.s re-elected at the general .
elections in 1867, 1872, 1874, and 1878. H:s const:tuency is strongly Reform, and baeks him
up at-each electlon by more thar the full vote of his political confrdres, - .
~ The religious tenets of Mr. Ovaer are Presbyteua.n he ha,vmg long been connected with
 that church. He married Miss M. C. Clark, of East Oxford on the 29th of September 1837
and they have one-son and two daughters '

 JAMES COOPER,
.« ¢ . roronto.

NE of the leadmg manufacturers in the Dominion—a self-made man in the fullest sense
- of the term--a man of the people, and one held in’ the hwhest esteem by those who

know him, ls the subject of this sketch, semor member of the firm of- Messrs Cooper and Smith, .
‘ Wholesale boot and shoe manufa.cturers Mr Oooper is a native of Gamsboro, meolnshrre,

Encr]and where he was born in 1828, the thxrteenth of a famle of fifteen chr]dren of whom _
twelve are still hvmo ' : :

He received but a limited educatlon,_such as was attamable forty years ago in the mother‘
country, by children of people in ordinary. circumstances, and a.t an early age was apprentlced

_to learn. the shoemakmg‘tra.de Not satisfied with home prospects, he, in 1847, emigrated to

Canada, and is the only one of the family who ever crossed the Atlantic with ‘the single | ‘

: exceptron of a younger brother who came on a visit a few years ago. .When he landed in this

country his worldly possessions were ' only suﬁicxent to meet, his immediate wants, but he was
endowed with a wonderful amount of energy, courage, and perseverance, and these traits cf :
character, added to his knowledge of the shoemakmg busmess, laid the foundation of hxs success -
as one of the foremost business men of Canada. '

- After working for a short time in Quebec he removed to Toronbo Where his home has
since been. - For several years after his arrival in Toronto he worked at his tradeas a Joumey. ‘

- man until having by close industry accumulated suﬂiment capxtal ‘he was ena.bled to enga.ge in
" the retail business, But this occupation not being smted to his active temperament he, in 1860,
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