
10 A GLANCE AT CANADA IN THE DAYS OF

Northern.* "I should like," he- exclaimed with
characteristic impetuosity and originality, " I should
like to see the clause in Adam's will which authorizes
these, my royal cousins, to divide the New World
between them!" As there seemed, however, little
chance of his being permitted to adjust the rival
claims by a reference to our first father's last testa-
ment, he resolved, as a more practical solution of
difficulties, to take the law into his own bands, and
by getting possession of a share of the spoils to secure
at least nine points of it in his favour.

In justice to his Most Christian Majesty, it must be
admitted that although self-interested considerations
had no doubt a large part in his decision, other and
worthier views influenced him perhaps even more
strongly. If his proud title of eldest son of the Church
was to be more than an empty name, itbdevolved
on him, he felt,.tû take prompt measures for intro-
ducing Christianity into some part of the newly dis-
covered idolatrous West. Spain and Portugal had
anticipated him in one direction, it .w; true, but the
world of Canada still presented a vas field for his
zeal in another. The existence of that barbarous,
heathen land was now an ascertained fact. , What
nobler use could he make of his royal resources than
to introduce into it the two-fold light of faith and
civilization? None, assuredly. Over far-off Canada,
therefore, he determined that, fortune favouring, the
banner of the Lily should ere long float.

The mainland of North America was discovered in 1497 by
the celebrated Italian adventurers, John Cabqt and his sons, under
a commission from Henry VIL of England, who, however, did
not avail of the discovery.


