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for its solution by Parlinment. Mr.
Solomon, who has for many years taken
an active part in Jamaica politics, has re-
.cently visited Ottawa, after conferring in
London with the Ifigh Commissioner,
‘his avowed object  being to obtain infor-
mation as to the prospect of the Island
of Jamgica being. admitted into the
Canadian Dominion. There is no conceal-
ment as to the reason for this movement.
Whatever may be ‘the cause, sugar, the
staple export of'the West Indian Colonies,
has become seriously depreciated in
value, owing to the competition of the
product of lhe beet. Persistent efforts
have been made by the sugar planters to
induce Gieat Britain to impose duties on
beet sugar ‘to countervail the bounty
.sllowed on exportation by foreign
Governments, but these having failed
it has been avowed by the West India
Committee that it is a mmatter of life or
death [or them to find some market for
their staple product.
1t must be borne in mind that all the
West Indin (olonies are in the same
position, and that British  Guiana,
Trivadad -and Barbados are fully as de-
serving of consideration as Jamnica, if
indeed Canada is to be called on to make
gacrifices in what will probibly prove a
vain attempt to relieve West India dis-
{ress,” Mr, Solomon’s recent movement
seems Lo require explanation. = Tt is but
a few days since he was in London, taking
part-in a conference with the Secretary of
State, the ohject of which was to benefit
all the British West India Colonies. Long
belore that conference there had been
Cromors  that Jamaica desired to negoti-
ate on.its awn account with Canada, and
it must be obvious that, if it should sue-
‘ceed int its “object, - the other Colonies
would have just ground of corplaint that
such a marked preference was manifested
townrds Jamaica, the Golony which is in
the least prosperous. condition, This,
however, is a matter “which will doubt-
less be carelully - considered’ by the Im.
perial authorities, which must be a party
to any action on the part of Jamaica, and
‘will, moreover, in all probability, be called
‘on o consider the question of diserimin-
ating duties if an attempt should be
made by Canadajto impose them.

As o ‘matter of course, Mr. Solomon -

has béen interviewed and we find reporis,

both in the Ottawa ZFree Press and the”

Taronta Globe, of his utterances.  Both
Jjournuls represent Mr. Solomon as having.
stated that Sir Charles Tupper was favor-
ably disposed to Union, while both admit
thiat the members’ of the Cabinet. with
whom Mr. Solomon had interviews were
-studious in avoiding any expression of

.

‘surdity |

~opinion launched by Mr,

opmlcm whntever We venture to haza,rd
the opinion that Sir Charles Tupper gave
no  encouragement’ whatever to Mr.
Solomon's project. We thinl, moreover,
that Mr. Solomon has very much exagger-
ated.what Lord Derby said at the inter-

view, which we may . further remark ap- -

plied to the Colonies generally, and not
to Jamaica alone.. Mr. Solomon pointed
out the udvantages to Cunada, which were

that Jammica would, tauke Canadian fish, -
What ab-
Af present Jlumber angd fish are .
taken to ns great an extent as they would '

lumber, etc., {ree of duty. .

be, and[the small revenue duty imposed,
is paid by the Jamaica consumer. The
same remark applies to the other Colonies.

Of course the advantage to Jamaica is
sufliciently obvious. Sugar, which now
pays about 50 per cent duty, would be
free, but then, as the other British
Colonies, to say nothing of the French

and Spanish, would have stil} to pay the .

high duty it would follow that Jamaica
would have & monopoly, at the cost of the
Canadian consumers. I'rue, it may be said,
sugar would be cheaper, but it would be
even cheaper still if the duties were
abolished on all sugars, TFree sugar, even
from Jamaica, would cause a serious rve-
duction in revenue of nearly three mil-
lions in amount, and would comple tely
ruin our refineries, which have been es-
tublished in reliance on the good faith of
the Government. Mr. Solomon confesses
frankly that, ¥in studying this sugar
question, he had considered the intei-
% ests of Canadian consumers of sugar,
“pather than refiners.’” We may, how-
ever, pointout that hehas considered the
interests of Jamaica sugar planters
rather than those of Barbades, British
Guiana, - ‘Ivinidad, Martinique, Guada-
loape, Porto Rico, Cuba and Brazil. it
may be very questionable how far Can-
ada can afford 10 -go in the aiilécbion of
free importation of sugar, bus it seems
clear that her interest is to put all the
sugar colonies on the sume footing.

Mr. Solonion was doubtless questioned
closely as to the. tmlﬂ for the Globe re-
ports him as saymg Lhab the high duties
on_ cottons, .woollens, ete,, “would be
found burdensome in Jammca,” and he
intimated that “q modification of the

tarilf might be agreed on as a. basis ofl

Union,” And g0 the famous N. P, is_to

be sacr d'ced in order to bring into the

JFederation, Jumaica and its populatlon of
444,186 negroes, 1();,946 mulabtoes, 12,240
coolles, and 14, 432 whites, :

reply to' a. question .as to the mode of
muking up *“the ‘probable loss of  re-

venue," was that there should be ¥ direct .

;tamtmn i Mr. Solomon seemed to

.visks was $32,252,126.

Another :
Solomon, in-

that if Canada would' not accept:- the pro: ‘
posed alliance the United States would“'
have no.difficulty. There’is one extra:
ordinary statement in the Globc Whl(‘h wo
venture to assert is a gross blunder on the
part either of Mr, . Solomon or the rer
porter. .He is reported:to lmve said that
# the rum sold in Canada‘had not only-to
“pay the excise -tax of 8. a. ggl.
““lon, but the Canadian customs duty.ds
“well,” Ibis the invarinble rule toeyx .
port rum in. bond free of excise tax, in
all the West India Colonies,

While we obscrve with satisfuction. that
the Montreal Guzcile i3 not favorableto
the admission of Jamaica to the feder. -
ation, we regret to notice that he aq-
vocates reciprocity. Canada has nothing
to jain by reciproeity with the West’
Indies. 'l‘hey cannot take more of oupr
products than they do at Present, the .
duties ‘on which are all strictly for ve-
venue and paid by the consumers, It

wonld be an act of supreme folly for ouy
Parlinment to {etler itself by engaging'to
receive sugar duty {ree,or at nominal
duties, and espeeially if those duties were
to be diseriminatory against other tropi.
cal countries. all of which are at present
receiving our exports on the most favor-
able terms, . Whatever onr policy may be,
it should be uniform to all tropical colon.
ies, British, French, Spanish and Bz,
We eha’.llonly remark, in conclusion, that’

reciprocity with’ the "West, Indies would
not benefit.” Canada, and’ ds to "M
Yolomon's proposal a wilder scheme was

"pever imagined, unless, mdeed it be Im-

perial I edel atxon
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CA\ADA LII‘E AS%URA\’CE COVI-
. ' PANY.

. The'repm of the Canads Life Assur-
ance Company, which was presentedat -
the annual meeting held at Hamilton on
Lhe 23vd " inst.,, and which mll ‘be found
elsewhere in our cotumns, is emmently‘
satisfactory, even for a company which
has had the merit. of habitually exhibiting -
similar results.  The addition to the
assets ab the close of the year was $664;-

709 an amount exceeding tlie aggregate
of the ;myments -The new assurances’
during the year amounted to’ $4; 144,029
while the . thtal amount of outsmndmg
The “assets were
increased to & larger amount than in any

-former .year; - In moving the adoption‘of

the . report- the. - President, Mr. A/ G

‘Ramsay, made. some mterestmg slntg-:

ments as to the percentage of expenses

‘to the intome of the Canada Life com-
“pared with! ot,her compames, ‘and also asto

the cost of insarance. These. will “be
found -in the report and it, will.be seen
thatunder ‘both heads the Canade Life
compares favombly with “its” numeroug
rivals: - We  regret that: the late ‘hour

when-we received. the-report- prevents ug
| from "wmb & more extended nomce.v




