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Freight Rates at Fort William.

An castern report saya+ Ir is understood
that the Canatian Pacific Radway auvd the
stoamboat lines who were at variauce last
yoar, have settled thewr difforences aund that
a mutual rate of fraight 13 to be mado be-,
twean the lake and rail tines ¢ the coming
season of navigation. Lt year the Caua-
dian Pacific put up its rate on guods from
Port Arthur to Winnipegz 16 eouts per hun-
dred pounds. Ths ten  conts was not
charged, however, where shippers, say from
Montreal, fent their punds by certuin pro-
pollor liues 1 which both the Canadian
Pacific and the Grand Trunk raways were
mterested,  As s result of this move some of
the wndependent propellur lines yeying from
Moutreal and Torouto to Purt Arthur wero
con.pelled to reduce thiir churges just 10
ccnts in order to meot the competition of the
Canadian Pacific. It was vidersueod at the
time that the reason the lmitm road made
this discrimination was because une Muntreal
firm owning & couple uf propellors, had car
rates all round.  This firn will not bo n
businessthis year, and therefure the Capa-
dian Pacific wiit withdraw 1ts discraninating
rate. In other words ail the prupetlor lins
will bo on the same basis thus year zud have
tho same working arrai gosent tu regard to
rates with the Cauadisn Pacificc. A mecting
of the lake and rail agents has been called
for tho 1uth of the present mouth. It will
bo heid at Moutreal aud 1818 expected that o
mutual tarl of rates will bs agreed upoen.

The Great Fails L aler stawes that the
Great Fads ard Cauada rarway, runsiosg
from Lethbridge to Great Fatis, Mountana,
13 now a bunded liae, aud that 1ts guage 13 to
be changed to the staudard width.

Gemme:cial Legislation.

Alr. Teichiuan, represeniing the Wiznipeg
Retarlers' association, appearcd beforo the
law amendments cumuittze of the Manwba
logistature receutly aud avq ested thaw two
amendments be mede w tnw garntsbes ace,
that the et us tssuo of garmsuer aud sum-
mope du not exceed §1 50 1 addition o tho
¢ « uf service, and thar the amuuut of
exsmption be redoced w823 Iu tntruducing
sto matter My Telchman said the greatesy
ntheutty was expericuce] 10 colloznug swmatl
amounts.

A deputation irom the labor urgamizations
of Wintapeg. wterviowed the law amend-
ments cewnimuee recently. Mro Appleton
was the first speaker and cutuTad i ab oX-
haustive explination of the legisiaden do-
sired, 1ncluding & tree tabor and cupio) tent
bureau amenduents o the sen 1aw, a bake
shop act, tho abohishineit ol pruperty quai-
ficats 1 for mutncifel office, the paymnent of
aldermen, and a fair wage clause iu atl gov-
ernment coutracts, Ald. Andrews explaised
tho features of the hien law prepared, aud
Alr. Mason detatiod many 1usta.ces demon-
strating the necos: y of suwwe changes
Mceers. Byo aud Baultun sxke particularly
of the bake shop act, and gave stane 10tere.t
wg wlormation as to the nours of Iabor 1
local shups.  Men were werhiug frum twelvo
w fourteen hours a day. tnig2 nily without
any wtertmsiva  or seals, sunply & lew
minutes lor tuuch. and geveral, atl vight.
Atv tunes men worked the full teenty iear
hoursuuder the most tryng circumstances.
Mr. Smail discussed tho Mechanids Laen
act, aud pornted out desired foatures w bo
incorperated

Messre. Haonteraud McKerchar, represoat-
icg the \Winnipeg Calens s ubivd waited an
flon. Mr. Camerun, pruvinsial attorney. avd

aested au smoudiment to the ganasheo
aci, alung tho hues asked by the Rotauurs
association, aamely, to reduce the cose ol
colloction and lossen amount of exemption,

Pho plan for the recovery ,of small dobts,
detmiied and advocated by Wa Trant of
R-gina. before the recent Basiness Men’s
canvention, has beon placed by a committeo
of the Winnipog baard of trade n the hands
of thie attornay-ganegd of Mamtba with a
viow to legislation on tha subjoect.

The Fur Trads.

The following aro the prices at the Hud-
son's Bay Comrany's London sale, held
January 18: Beaver — Yorkfort, firsts,
Jarge, 81, small, 128 to 14, scconds, large,
21 6 to 28.6, smal, 9.6 to 11 thirds, large,
159 small, 6 9; cubs, 5.8 shillings. Mae-
kevzis river., firsts, large. 21 to 26 6 small.
10 9 to 11 9; seconds, large 20 to 21, small,
9.6 tn 1u; thirds, large. 129 to 15 6, small,
6t069; cubs, 406 shillings. Moosa river
and East Mawe, firste, large, 82-6 tn 88,
amall. 14.8 to 16.3, seconds. large, 276 to
29, smail. 11.9 to 13.9; thirds. large, 186,
small. 89 to 9: cubs 6 shillings. Bursamis,
ot . firats, larze, 836 o 85 small 166,
seconds large. 25.6to 27.smail, 12 9to 14 8,
shards. larea, 193 to 196, small, 9 to 9.8
<hillings. Fort Garry, firsts. largy, 41, smal'l,
17 9; seconds, large. 82.6, small. 159,
thirds, large. 19.3, small, 96; cahz 66
shillings. Canada, firsts, large, 25 6 to 82.6,
small, 11 8 to 15 ; seronds, Jarge. 20 6 to 22 8,
small, 12 to 12 6 ; thirds large. 159 to 17 R
small. 78 to 98 ; cabs, 6 shilhngs. North
west, firsts, Jarge, 21.6 to 23 small 108 to
11; seconds, largs, 20 to 21.9, smail, 9 to 10,
thirds. large, 153 t0 17 9, small. 68 to 79;
cubs, 59 shillines  Musquash, Yorkfort,
firsts, 107, small firsts 7; seconda, 61 thirds®
43, fourths &3 pepco.  Mackenzio river,
firsts, 73; secords. 6; thirda, 83 fourths,
2} penco.  Northwest, firsts, 735 seconds 73.
thirds, 43 ; fourths. 8} pence.  Mooso river,
firats, 113 seconds, 7 ; thirds, 51 pence. East
Maine. firsts, 143, small firsts, 10}, seconds
87; thirds, 6 pance.  Canada, ote.. firsts, 12,
small firsts, S3}; secouds, 8; thirds, 6;
fourtl= 1 pence.

The New York Fur Trade Roviow says:
Theo entire collaction of raw furz throughout
the country will undoubtedly be larger than
is desirable, independeat of what the com-
panison may bo with furmer years. The
atrsss of neesssity has led many to trap and
hunt animals of all kmds indiscnmivately,
and wo think the ageregato catch will excoed
the requir meuts of t1:o ma *kats at home and
abread. Such biing tho faets, prices must
bo mederato.  We wouud hike to see couutry
shiprers and callectors got the highest passi-
ble prices fur tharr furs, bat as thero may be
some buyers who depend upon hauvdling fars
as n means of money makisg wo wonld warn
out-of-town readers to regard with caution,
+f not suspicion, prics h3ts quoting figures
very much absve reasonable value.

Silver.

The London silver market experienced a
ramd drop on tho suuouncement that the
Japaneso government had taken staps to the
adoptiun of a gald curreney standara. Tho
effect of this wae secen in  the declize of the
market quotation at London to 2udd. for
bars, which is tho lowest touched by the
maotal sinco Fobruary, 1895, when it sold at
27-5-164. por cunce  Tho New York price
kopt pace with thodochne in Loaden, tho
market quotation for commercial bars falling
from $43c. to Gilc. per ounce.  Silver prices
on March 3 were, London, 2034, 5 New York,
6ic.

Honthly Wheat Statsmsnt
The total quantity of wheat availablo in
tho United Statez on March 1 -63,521.000
bushels—points to a folling off of zbout

responding totalon March 1, 189 . deeres
of 47.025,000 busheld contrasted with

ko dato two years ago, and forr Yo gy
st like total sinco March 1, 1892,

The total quantity of wheat a
immediato distribution in the!
and Canada, both coasts, plas v guanii
afloat for Earopoe from all oxporing o
tries, on March 1, added to ava: 2hto stod
in Europe, as reported to Bradstreat's, is
follows:

(000 omitted;.
Pacific Earon aud Grd
Coast, afl a*

East of
Rockies.

1897.... 61651 1857 a0 119
1896.... 91538 4206 552 158
1895.... 98,715 11801 60112 1700
1801, ... 95216 9,622 TSN 8L
1893....105:223 5470 671w 173
1892.... 63666 8831  T7.e 185
1891.... 42401 8394 48521 o
1890.... 43,362 5079 4610 954
1839.... 11,688 8533 6154 108

The falling off instocks of availahle wh
in the Umtet S.ates aud Canada eastof
R cky mountains, during the month
Febraary amounted to 6,421 00 bash
more thau twiceas mach as danisg Febra
Jast year, throe-fourths of tho decreawn
Jebruary, 1893. twice tho falling oif in
hke month of 1891, aud three times that
the currespouding month of 1893 Wi
to these dezrvases is addsi thashrinkss
stocks of wheat on the Parifi~ coas. theyg
decline last month, Umtel <Siates
Canada, was foundto be 7.57204) bush
comparad with 4.617,00J bushe!sin Febro
1895. 9.489,000 bushs!s 1 Fobruary, 18
8 587,000 bushels in the li e munth of 14
and 8,019,400 bushe!s 1a Fobruary,
This puintsto 2 continaancs of tha relativi
exsossivo decrease ia stocks of wheas s
January 1, noted ono munth age. Ths Y
fathng off in supplies in sight out of farm@
hands since January 1. 1n the United S
and Canada, 13 13,903 00 basheiz morety
tw1so tho decline i1n the corrasponding pul
in 1896, m-re than threo-fourths the like
creasn an 16893, three tumos that in 189),
four timea that in 1893.

There has baen a falling off of ab
51,000,000 bushels in available sapplis
wheat, United S:ates and Canada afiat
and 1 E 1ropa, batwoon January 1a3dJ
1. 1893. and tho analysis indicates s decrfll
duning tho pasy two months amounting
aboat threefoarths the falling off in
eorresponding period in 1835.

Should this ratioof decresse continue 4
ing the ensuing four mouths. the oatlxiys
for o grand tnial supply of available s
of whoat ia United States and Canada,adg
for and in Earopson Jaly1 naxt of al
100,000,000 bushels, tho smaltest ol
a like datosince 1891.

The recent unfavorable reports of the o
dition of tho swwheat crop in varions porss
of the world have been thostrength sals
port of tho wheat markot of la B
remains to be seen whother tus tradego
ally will regard a probable *  ase 0ad
1 next of onty aboat 5,000,000 bashels, o
pared with Jaly 1, 1896, roference beiey,
stocks 1z United States, in Czuada, afiiad
and 1 Europe,as bang buliieh when ool
cd with thepast two months’ decreasein
world's stocks compared with & yeer
a.nounting to 85,000,000 cashelt—B
streov's.

—
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At Montreal on March 2 the foatoreis
ogg market was the weaker ferling the
vatlod in now laid stock, an® yricesds
1c per do%en. Thodemsnd for szl
was fair and sales wero madre at Mo i

35,318,000 bushels us compared with the cor-

per dozan, Limed wero helt at e




