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Europe; our men have the best rifle, the
lizht st knapsack, and most comfortiblo
uniforny, but they are in numbers bal a
decimal of any of the Military I3 npires, and
hera lies our woakness for the improvements
and adyances made in the theory aml prae-
tico of war, mechonic sl an:l strategical, hve
tended to deerease the (ffotiveness of small
Lodiss of well ¢ quiped mox, and to repder
thouse of giantic missesof inf ety avm-
cland aften less erurizeous ttocps, tho
mora proapinent feature of modern oper.a-
Lions.In fact war can bie cirried on now upon
sueh 1 sede as to throw armies of less than
n ecrttin magnitude completely out of the
fiebl, ‘T'a ke mntters, if anything, a
little worsa, the Cslonies avo all more or less
self.supporting, troops in Indit beinglost for
hiome =ervice of any soit, fora term of same
twelve years; so that wee can, by a gzhines at
the Army List. te!l to 2 man the exaet num

her available for tha protection ofoar shores
agiinst tho “proud invader,” Bat, as we
before stated, the great power of our Navy
warrantds a belief that the “invader” would
never ha allowed tolsave s own shores,

which being the eise, any further war must
n.turally resoive itself into the necessarily
very limited operations of our fleats upon an
enemy’s east: for, providing that enomy be
not Ameriea, his commerce will require but
little attention.

To illustrate fully our mewing, wa will
mike use of the most popular or generally
received and understood hypothesis-~1 war
with Prussia. Tho strength of the North
Germany Navy is as felloss: Monitors, twa :
frizates (ron clad) four; corvettes, cight ;
despatch boats (side wheel), five ; gunboats
(drst class, of three guns), seven : aanbots
(of the seen.d-class, one gun) {iurteen.
The incap.etty—ice have almast sid in-
abilitv—of such afleet to contend with ous»
ownis evilant. though doubtless 1t eoudd
annoy us eansiderably by sutden raids upon
thatcfour eruisers who ventured too near
sonia point of concenteatisn: the Datch
coast offers every facilicy for thus species of
“fight and {ly." especially when perfect
familiarity with all tha shoals and battks has
been acquirod by long practic and careful
personal study.  With Helizolwd for a coal
station, a very strict blarkade of the whole
co1st could of coursa bie kopt up—horw strict
the American war furnish plenty of iltustira-
tions— and Prussia must suffer af first from
this cause considerably as her internal re
sourcesare as yet sparely developed, and
her,_ manufactories and doclk yards few and
far batwaon, Many eotct fownz, soma of
them important, would suffer from bom-
bardment or requisition; among those on the
North Sea wemay namo Emden, Cuxhaven,
ant Tonning, ns open to these dansers,
though Bremen and Hamburg aro exempt
from actual destruction so long as proper
precautions are taken to obstruat their ro
spectivo approaches. Wilhelmshaven we
will not notice, as tho works are in an un-
finished state, and probably the flect would
confine themselves to the Baltic shore. Ko,
Oldenburg, Stralsund, Bergen,

the simplo word ¢ burnt,' aftar them, would
signify a loss of hundredsof Millions to
Prussia, and ruinto thousands of private
fumilies a1l individuals, which would per-
Inps biing tho enemy to terms. But, on
the other hnd, should Prussin determine
to cirry on tho war indefimtely, wo must
cesa to bo actively aggressive after tho first
tewa vears, while our blockaders would bo
suhjest to all tho petty annoyance of batter
ies on tho coast, fixed torpedoes and tor.
pedo boats,  Dsporiance ‘wonld  gradunlly
teach us how to avoid or obviato all theso
Jungers, bat the war itself would become of
ir less importance or interest than was felt
in the operitions of the Federal squardons
offthe coast uf South Carolina between ‘63
ad '§3. Tho long dreary crawling about
for o year or more with the bare chanco of
picking up a prize, and still less probable
contingency of being smashed by a rebel
ram. would bo exciting work as compared
with the blockade of o comparatively small
coast linoe by alarger fleet, and with no
chanco ofan aclion.

If Russia chose to bo firm about Khiva,
nd cxpressed her intention of doing what-
soever she pleases wherever she likes, our
predic:ment would bo exactly what wo have
auove sketched. The railways and impoved
orzanization of Russin’s Army, combined
sith the crippled state of France, precludo
—thiwk Gol!=all thoughts of another
Crimea. S0 that, as in tho previous hypo-
thesis, the war would be wholly and solely a
naval ona so far as we were concerned.
lorpedoes and fortifications might render at
Lidicalt to destioy over a certain amount of
property and stores, and even supposing we
caald spread death and petroleum along the
entire Blick New Coast, it would in no way
prevent Riwsiv ringing loose around Bok-
liaca, as o7ten foras long, and with as many
men as sho pleases. A glanco ut the map
will show how impossible any Anglo-Indian
demonstration against her would be, not
only on account of the distance, but owing to
the little idiosyncrasies of the numerous
Khans and Kings who flourish between Tus-
kistanand Cabool.

What is true of Russia and Prussia is true
of every European country 1o n greater or
less extent. England, :. nation without any
army, cannot make war on a power that '
counts its troops by hundrads of thousands. |
Statesmen do hero and there recoanize thas !
fact, and at the end of somo lengthy sprech §
or pamphlet thera cmes, like the hollow
rambliugs of 0 Tae distaib storee a cniep,
short sentenco grimly foreshadowing thit
metitable remedy for atl our woes Compul-
sory Sercice!  Nothing can be. we nre aware,
more distasteful t5 the * free born Briton ?
than this, and far be it from us 10 advance
this theory upon tha same basisas it is peac- |
tised upon the continent.  Whatwe have in |
our mind's eye is a system wlich has hoepp |
found to work 1n our largest and most loyal
calony, Ciaada,

ity of disinguished officers serving in that| N et
Rugon, | cauntey at the time of the first and most ¢ L1¢ deep roughness or ~rosion caused by the

We haveit on the author- |

tho year. We fully appreciate the value of
the Volunteer Forces, The patriotic apirit
which animted the early promoters of the
movoment, and which now is the bond
which keeps thera together, is somothing to
o proud of indeed, but such organisations
cannot be expected to stend the strnin of
red war.  If—though Heaven forbid—thejr
ranks should thin before the enomy, thou
sids wonld no doubt, vush to fill them. but
what thousands?  Men who had never held
ariflo in their lives, wh vdespite their pluck
would fall cut helpless an the first forsed
march, aud who weuld laso their heads un
der fire, and throw whole divisions into dis.
order simply from their want of experience
and  disapline. A fortnight’s arill every
year would donoone any harm, in fact, it
might be highly beneficial to the *¢dwellers
in cities,” whoso professions chiain them to
town. Thohaw depot centros offer every
facility for the perfect and casy working of
such a system, against which no truly pa.
tt.riotic and thinking man can raiso an objec-
ion,
. As things stand now wo are fast sinking
into a second rato power, for though our
money Ix supreme, it is by a military stand.
ard tht they judge on tho Continent; with
four or five miltion Militia at home, and
100,000 horse, foat and artillery, toactas a
sort of fiying squidron, we should Lo again,
undoubtedly, the first power in tho workl,
However "bloated * the armaments of for.
cign counfrics may be, they could ravely, at
the very utmost,bring ten to one against tho
forces above mentioned ; in Me. Vernon
Harcou:t's lecture and elsewliere, between
thirty an-l fifty thousand has been always
takenas the probable force of an invading
army  Therefore wo conclude, that if we
had o Lundred thousani men fice at our
commnid, not 2 nation in Lurope but woulld
look upon: us with respect,

—————
INTERIOR OF THE LATE WoOLWICH
INFANT,

The report of the Inspeclor of Qrdnance
upon thoe state of tho interior of tho st 35
ton muzzzle loading rifled gun built for the
Devastation, after thirty-cight horizontal
discharges fromits I2 inch bore, is illustrated
in Iren with an excellent diageam, in which
a section ol the inner porti n is shown (o
scale,  The positions of the 7001bs. powder
charze—I-t, in ils seat; 24, registering
the grestest pressure; and 3nd, with the
rear studs coming into ¢ driving * bears
ing cight inches in advance of (heir
scat. This Iatter point corresponds nearly

with that at which the front studs hammer
at starting . With shorter powder charges
these several positions of the shot would be
nearer the chamber.  The longitudinal posi-
tions of the four cracks, four fissures, and

Walde, Dantzig, and even Konigsberg, mav ( formidable Uenian R, that over two hun. 4 SSCIPING gases, are shown, and that of the
bo mcx'ztioncd?éliable to tho terriblo ordeal 'drcd thousand U.m:ulurll Miita tarned out: EF¢test enlargement_of the bora, Tho

of rifled shells, pitched into them from
ships almost out of sight. That the 7-inch,
G} tonR. M. L. gun cin fling its shell, con-
tuining a bursting charge of Slbs. 40z, a
dislarco of nearly five miles, and that the
7-inch gun is ono of tho smallest in use on
board our iron clads,proves tho practicability
of tho above. But, let not thoidea that
buraing 2 number of coast towns concludes
awar, tako possession of our reader’s mind,
but, tho list of townswoe havoe given twith

|fu]ly equipped
Jour haurs. Tho advantages of suchan or

ganisation ~an bo readily seen:.tho whole |
standing Army of 103,000 men would bey
availablo for foreign service winlo the Militia |
not nearly so much
time would bo required to Lo gwen|
as the Volunteer service |
jrequires, and is freely receeded by thous. )
ands who would cry out aloud for firo and ra. i
l'.'oluf,iou ifoblized to serve for tiwo weeks in |

guanded our shorses,

up by individuals,

aad ready to march in ticeaty |

nature of these injuries would be hardly
visibloonso smallascale, and the vertical
positions could not be shownin a section.
‘I'wo of the cracks were on thelower side of
the Lore, all the other injuries on tha upper
sido, and their centres were threo nnd ashalf
to four feet from tho place whero the great.
est poieder pressure occurced, but coneided
with the point whero the front studs ham.
mer and the scar studs como into “dnwnng”
bearing. “The gun is being rebuilt at cos}
of about £700 0r £309,



