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affirmation, which each of said Commissioners is hereby em-
powvered to adiinister to receive, every question of fact not
found bv the tribunal of arbitration, and to receive ail suit-
able authentic testimony concerning the sanie and the
Govertiment of the United States shall have the right to raise
the question of its liability before the Commissioners in
any case where it shalllie p-oved that the vessel was wholly
or in part, the actuai proper'jr of a citizen of the United
States.

A Commission has been sitting in Victoria, British Colunm-
bia, since the middle of November, composed of Hon. W. L.
Putnam, one of the judges of thc Federal Circuit Court, and
Hlon. G. E. King, of the Supremne Court of Canada. The
unmpire, in case of diagreen-ent, is a person to lie nominated
by the Prusident of the Swiss Republie.

The cases deait with bv' this Cominission involve many
iml)Ortant questions. In the first place there is to be con-
s 'dereci, in the construction of tte Iast Treatv. the exact
jurischiction of the present Commission.

Then, Iýon whose behaif" - as Great Britain "the righit to
e ~ aim -da iages ?ý Sot. '- of the clainiants, or partie.s directly

or indirectiv- interested, it is alleged, were flot British subjeets
at thie time of the seizures. Others arc (Icad. Cati the Queen

A cdaim damages for the wrongs donc in such cases ?
Agin.i the Treaty is said bv the United States to lumit the

liahility wherevcr it appears that the owncrship wvas in reality
-NIeXin part or in whole vested in American citizens. This is flot

admiitted Ibv the British Government, since, arnong other facts,
in everv case the vessel interfered with c.arrîed the British
flag and was duly registered as a British ship. Can the
United States go behind the flag and thie register ini tiines of
peace to justify interference?

Again, how f may foreigners be iîîterested ini a British
ship andtheUi business of a British ship, without affeeting the
immunity froni foign interference sucli a vessel is other-
wise entitled to?

Questions connected wîth citizenship are also before the
Commission.


