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What is the Church of Christ?
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BUDSTANCY OF A RERMON PREACHED IN
DPHNISON AVENUR CAURCH OF CMRIST,
BY 3. K. OGAFF, THR MINISTAR.=wACTS
m 4147,

1 propoto tv answer somo queslions
{requontly aeked na * What is the
Chureh of Christ 2" *'Who are tho
Dieciples ?” * What do they beliove
and teach 2

1et, “What is the Church of Christ 7%
or *Who are tho Disciples?” Iun a
gunoral way X sbould answer, that
about 1800 years ago, Oxe Jrevs, taw
Curisy, proposed to found a Bocioty,
saying ' ou this Rock,” meaning a
cortnin foundation, ¢ I will build sy
Ouyren,” This he accomplished by
cortain divinoly inspired and qualified
mon, called Apostles, whom lio sont
into all the world Lo plant churghes,

and train thom according to his direo.
tione. * Qo yo, therefore, and mako

disciplos of all nations, baptizing thew
in the nams jof "the Fatlor and of tho
Son and of the Holy Spirit,” Matt.
xxviii, 10. Tho Church of Christ is
that socicty, and disciplos of Christ aro
those who havo thus acknowledged and
follow Josus. Dut that gonoral anawer
would not meet tho special quoetion,
What is the Church of Christ as ro.
prosented in this congrogationi I
answor, this congregation and those in
followabip with it roprosout a move.
mont to sot forth and maintain the
original platform and teaching in
whisch Christ and the Apostles placed
the Church at the Leginning.

9 Whero do you find that original
position ? Answer. Not iu tho un.
certain history of the couflic! of craads,
nor on tho corrupted pagos of ecclesi.
astieal history, but in tho original
cocords avd  wijtings. of those who

' founded the Church. Wo start with

tho univorsal Protcstant consent that
“Uthe Bibleis tha only book of God," and
thoroforo can bo tho ounly book of
suthority in a divine roligion. We
know not anylhing cortainly about
God, or how bo regards us, or of his
purposes concorning us; or how wo
shall worship Lim aright, or what we
must do to bo saved, or what thore is
of another world, ssve what God Las
to}d us in this book. Lookivg into
this book wo find that ho doos not
aceopt -the " will worship” of men.
To his formor covenant pooplo who
hiad departed from his law ho aaid
“Hear tho word of the Lerd. . ..
give car unto the Law of our God
« + « whon yo como fo appear boloro
mo who hath required this at your
Lands” Is. i 10.12. Aund an apostle
tolls us that * commandmoats and
doctrines of mon—-haveindeod a show
of wisdom in will worehip—bLut aro of
1o valuc against the indalgonce of tha
fesh,” that is worship reguiated by a
Luman standard aud not by divine
authority, In truth ovory answer to
toan's inquiry for things spiritual and
aternal must como from God through
his word. The word desiares itsolf to
bo * abla to make us wise unte Salva-
tion through faith that is in Christ
Jesus, All seriptura is given by in.
gpiration of God, and is profitablo for
doclrine, for roproof, for correclion,
for iunstruotion in rightcousness, that
the man of God may bo perfeet,
thorouglly furnished unto all good
work,” 2 Tim. iil. 15-17. Not Lo accopt
this is not o take tho word of Ged at
ijts own valuation, Thorofore tho
Diaciploe, according to s prominont
writer, (R. Ricbardson) * will havo
pothing to do with anything in religion
tlint is not at loast as old as tho Now
Testawmont.”

Whero the word of God closee,
authority closes and cortainly ends.
What has been added sinco Lias boen
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added by map, anud is of man, and
whore man beging confusion and uu.
cortainty begine.

3. But do not al} Christiane accopt
tho Biblo? Yes, Lut as mnearly all
havo their man.nado creeds by which
they intorpret the Dible, as standards
of authority in faith and dootrive, if
thoy do pot mako void the word, they
weakou the voieo of its authority,
Wherovor oroeds, writton er nuwritton,
aro oxalled to author'cy and made
tests of communion they deaw the
mind away from tho paramount au-
thority of tho word. Just as far as the
creed is allowed o interprot tho Bible
tho power of tho Dible is lost; the
¢reed becomos tho bond of a Chureh,
and just as far as that is-a doparturo
from tho Now Toestament tho character
of tho Church of Cheist i Iost. 'The
mero reciarian may road tho Bible as
a duty, or for its bistory and lileraturo
but not to learn what he must beliove
and do. 1Ilia creed or hLis ohurch
directs him in that,

It has beon woll eaid by » prominent
preacher amopng tho Disciples, (A.
Prootor) * If a croed contains logs than
the Bible then it contains too little ; if
it contains moro, it contains Loo much;
if it contains anything difforont, it is
wrong, but if it containg precisely the
samo it is not a creed but the Bible.”

Soectarianism iv ils bost forms is but
partial, instoad of beiug full and com.
pleto. Lack party is supposed (o hold
somo ono particular form of truth or
doctrine, or form of govornment of
whioh it bLocomes the possossor and
oxpouent. Thoy thusbecomo branchos,
as they aro called, of tho origina!
Chureh of Christ whioh has becomo
invisible, covered up by the branchoes.
Now you caun only have tho Church of
Christ asit ia allowod to Lold all divine
truth ; as it atands upon the original
foundation, as it ia nllowed fo recoivq

all men on the torms of its original
followship, as it set forth tho ordin.
snces in their original form, placo and
meaning, ae it holds to tho same
glorious hopoe as in tho beginning, and
walks in the same law of lovo toward
sll men,

4. But we ¢annot all be of the same
opinion, and thereforo cannot under.
stand the Biblo alike. You are both
right aud wrong. e ¢annot bo of the
samo opinion, nor is it desirable por.
baps that we should be. Tho Bible
recoguizes differences of opinion, and
still commandsgus to ** apeak the same
thing, and that thero bo no divisions,
but bo porfectly joinod together in the
samo¢ wind aund the same judgment,”
1 Cor. i, 10, Itisononcss of faith tho
Biblo asks and not onenoss in opinion,
Oncness of faith isjpossible, and it is
this oncnces makes tho Churoh of
Christ one Church or body, Ep. iv. 4.6,
The Disciplos make the cloar distine.
tion betwoon faith aud opicion. What.
over rests upon undoniablo tostimony,
or ig clearlyJrovealod is to bo roceived
as a matter of faith; where this is not
tho caso, but whero thoere is room for
inforence and deduction thero is room
for opinion, and it raay ba tznthiully
said with a distingaishod weiter {R. I} )
that **whoro the Diblospeaks thors iano
room for opinion ; and if any ono holds
a viow which contravenos any declara.
tion of Holy Writ, this is not an
opinion Lut actual disbelief of so muek
of tho word of God.”

It woro strangs i in & book like the
Bible with sach rich and varied con.
tents thero wero no room for opinions,
but the Disciples hold the uniquo posi-
tion that wo aro not to pitch soparate
tents on tho lit{le billooks of opinion
and throw the shot and shell of opinion
into cach othets camp, but to camp
togother i the great camp of Faith in
tho Lord Jesus * who loved tho Church
aud gave bimsel{ for it,” snd storm the

camp of anbolie!l. Wao do not rejeot

creods becauss of tho opinions thoy
contain, but becauso thoy aro mado
tests of fellowship and exclude mon
whom tho Lord has reccived. Wo
say " in Faith unity, inopinion liberty,
in all things charity.” Let him who
Lolds au opinion hold it as to himsolf.
Thorefore the Churel of Clirist, reject-
ing theological and dogmatio croeds as
of authority and as tosts of cors
munion, exalts tho Seripture above all,
and on the bLasis of Faith in tho Lord
Jesus Christ, rovealod therein, pleads
for tho unity of tho people of God, Or
in other words o rostoeo the order
aud tonchiog of the Qospel as it wac
in tho beginning,

b. WWhat do tho Disciples teach
about tho Trinily, regencration, saving
faith, baptism, cte. ? Here are ques-
tions too numerous to answer now. I
will simply eay, in many things wo
agreo in substanco with othor evan-
golical Christians, but it is our rulo
in epenking of Bible things to do soiu
Biblo words. Yo just beliove aud say
what the Biblo says about thom, no
more, no less.  NMen, in coining “hico-
logical terms to oxpress thei. ..cas,
have built vp thoir doxves and given a
meariug to Scripture it never bad
boforo. *If mon cannol exprese their
ideas in tho language of tho Bible, it
is protty good evideace that thoir ideas
aro not in the Bible” If tho Serip.
turos are not plain enough in the all
important things of salvation, who
can mako them plainer? Who bas
authorized uninspired men to make
plainer, or put in botter language,
what inspired men have given us? 1
may say liero, withoul taking timo to
develop them, that wo accopt and
teach tho following thinga: *The Di.
vina inepiration ol tho Seriplures of
both Testaments. The revelation of
God in the Now Teslamont in the
Father, Sokgnmolg Sprit. The
alone and sll.suffiviency of tho Bible
as # rovelation of the Divino character
and will, and of tho goapel of grace;
and, as & tule, of faith and practice.
Tho Divine oxcellenoy and worthiness
of Josns as tho Son of God; his per.
fest humanity as the son of man ; and
his official authority and glory as tho
Chrig%, tho Anointed Prophot, Pricat
and King—who is to instruct us in
tho way of lifo, rédoom us from sin
end doath, and reign in and over us
a8 tho rightful Soveroign of our boing
and disposer of our dostiny, The per.
sonal and porpotual mission of tho
Holy Spirit, to convict tho world of
si, righteonsuess and judgment, and
todwall in boliovers as their Comfort.
or, Strengthener and Sanctifier. The
alionalion of the race from God, and
their ontiro dopondonco on the truth,
moroy and graco of Ged, through
Jesus tho Chriet, and rovealed to ue
by tho Holy Spirit in the gospo) for
ragencration, eauctification, aduption
and lifo oternal. The necessity of
faith snd repentanco in onder to tho
onjoyment of salvation hero and n life
of obedience in onder to overlasting
lifo. Tho porpituity of Baptism and
tho Lord's Supper as divine ordinnneos
to the onl of timo, Tho obligation to
obsctve tho first day of the wook as
tho Lord’s day, iv commemoration of
tho death and resucreetion of Jesus
Christ, by ucls of worship such as tho
Now Tostamout teaches, and by spirit-
ual culturo such as befits thia momo.
rial day. Thoe Church of Christ, a
divino institution composod of such as
by faith aud baptista have opeanly con.
fessed tho namo of Christ: with ils
appointed ralers and ministers for the
edification of Christians and tho con.
version of the world. Tho nocossity
of rightcousuess, bonevolonco and holi-
ness on tho part of profossed Christ.
ians. Tho fulness and frooness of
salvation offered in tho gospel to all

who accept it on tho terwns proposed.

by an overlasting destruction from tho
prosenco of the Tord,” (Abrev. from
“ Our Posit'on.”) In conclusion, the
Disciplos do not clain that thoy aro
tho entiro Chureh of Christ. They
who overywhere love and oboy the
Lotrd Josus Qbrist aro his. Bul wo
advocato not ounly tho possibility and
desirability but the necessity of the
Chureh restorad to the original ground
of its unity and to its first fovo in order
to meot the purposo of its Lord to
bring the werld to faith. Blessod ie
ho who finding the path that leads to
Zion will walk therein, Who will
atand on thoe Lord's side ?
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“While the Days Are Going By."”

8. M, U.

The familiar lines under the above
lhieading contain wise words of admoni-
tior and exhortation. They romind
us of tho nccessity of working new if
wo would work &t all. Tho “lonoly
Learts 1o chorish” and tho ** weary
souls who poriah"” aro hero today,
but wo eay, * So busy to day—no time
to sparo—Lto-morrow wo will visit and
hotp thom.” Aro thero not etil) twelve
hours in tho day? Suroly some one
of thoso wo ean give to the work thut
the Mastor loft to our bands when Ho
roturned to tako Ifie scat on the right
haod of God, Whilo lLero on earth
He gavo all His timo to just such
work as this. IHe went abowd doing
good, thus loaving us an example that
wo should follow in His stops. But
many of us aro so filled with daily
cares and dulics withio our o@n homes
that wo feel it to Lo impossible to
reach boyond these.  Well, tho exhor.
tatior is

Lot your face Lo like tho morning
While tho days aro going Ly

This may soom to bo hardest of all,
and wo ask lLow is it poesible amid
tho potty worries and annoyanoes of
daily life, that jar g0 upon our feolings
alwaya to wear a face liko tho morning
—a morning without olouds. Only
thoso who sit at tho Master's foot, with
their facos ovor toward the light, can
continually reflect tho eoreno bright.
noss of Ilis prosenco. Mary ohoso
that blessed place, but thore was room
for Martha, too, and I bave often
thought that Martha needed it even
moro than Mary, for sho had taken up
tho burdens of life, and was troubled
aboul mwany things.

It i tzaa that the ** world is full of
sighe, full of tad and weoping oyes.”
It alweys will be so whilo sin has
domivion over our race. Bul if we
would “holp our fallon brother rise"
wo must woar upon our faces tho
brightnuess of tho joy and lhopa that
fills our own hearts. I havoe somo.
times mot peoplo upon tho street—
etrangoers to mo—=hoso faces woro go
fall of peaco and light from their por-
feet faith in Gol, that I caught tuo
reflection, like a gleam of sunshine
after rain, and wont on my way fecling
that I hiad rcceived a blessing for tho
day.

1t i3 our privilege Y honour onr
Lord by showing to all that /e is able
to fill us rwith all joy awd peace in be.
lecing,

There ave so many—Oh! s0 msny
—who wpeed help. Thoe victims of
intomporaunce, and those who suffer
{rom tho curso through othors, need
our dmly Lelp. The millions who
stroteh ont their hands to us from the
darkness of heathonism, and tho thous-
ands around us who aro neglecling

tho groat salvation, all neod our cease-
loss cfforts to help thom. As followors
of the T.ord wo cannot, wo date not,
livo to oursolves for a single day, If
tho Spirit of Chriat be in ns wo will
constantly seck to know

Tho final punishmont of the ungodly

« Christ Dled For Us.”

W, M. C.

Paul says that wo aro all dead,
Rom, v, 12; IL Cor. v. 12; L Cor. xv.
22, Now, I do not intend in this
article to enquire into tho nature of
tho doath inflicted upon us, on account
of tha sin of our first parents, or of the
naturo of the atonement, but rather to
briug out & fow thoughts on what wo
may call substitution. Wby wore
sacrifices offered boforo ‘ho death of
Chriet 2 Thoy profigured Chrisl's
death, Thoy atoned for ein. Dutl
chiofly the animal died and man lived,
Andthiat is subatitulion.  Wo will oito
a fow cases. Oar firs} paronts sinned
a sin unto death; “In tho day that
thou eatest thercof thou shalt surely
die,"—Gon. ii. 17. Did they dio on
the day thoy ate of tho forbidden fruit ¢
No, not in the censs in which wo all
die on scconnt of that sin, Whyt
Beeaueo subatitutes woro provided, no
donbt, in the animals alain to mako the
coals of skin for Adam and Evo. Iiivos
woro taken, but thoy wero tho Jives of
snimals. They died aud man lived.
Of courso it was but a tomporazy pro-
vision of a tewmporary substitution for
o lemporary reliel for mau ; but it was
the dawning of a plan to be aftorwards
dovelopod in tho desth of Qlrist, and
wan was olothed in coats prooured by
the sacrifico of innocont lifo,

Again, Abraliam was commauded to
slay his son lease. Did Lo actunlly
do 802 No! At the last momeont,
just whon tho lasl sot in tho drama
wag about bo bo finished, and the our-
lain would fall God stopped him and
provided asubstituto in the ram caught
it tho thicket by tho horns, The ram
dicd and Isaac lived.

Whon Istael was about to leave
Egypt, tho last of tho plagues inflieted
on tho Egyplinns wes tho death-of the-
firstborn ; but, in tho paschal lamb,
God provided a substitute for the first-
born. Iu tho families of -Isracl the
Iamb diod and their firstborn lived.
God then ¢laimed the firatborn, but
mado & provision, so that by comply.
ing with tho conditions annexod to ity
the firstborn of man aud boast might
bo redcemed. ‘Tho substituto disd and
tho redeomedlived. God kas declared
that “ The soul that sinneth it eball
die.” Yet,in tholaw sin-offeringa were
provided, and the sicner was to place
his hands upon tho head oftho sin-offer-
ing and confesa his sins, then tho ani.
mal was slain and tho sicner lived.

Obirist has diod for us, as our gubati.
tute, as ourPassover, or Pasclial Lamb,
as our Sin.offering, as the Firsthorn of
tho Fathor; aud no substitute was
pormitted in bis case, no ram caught
in the thicket, no paschal lamb was
ready to die.  No sin-offering tc tako
Lis place. Man 18id hands uwpon him,
but thoy wero not hands of Failb, of
Ponitonco, of Confession, of humble
Obedience, but eruc), bloodthiraty,
wicked hands, and ho must suffor that
208t cruel doath at the hande of ernel
men. Christ diod and man lives, Ag
tho eacrificos lived sgain in tho ro.
doomod lives, so Christ, who is rigou,
i8 to live in us, «That they who livo
should not hencoforlh live unlo thom.
sclves, but unto Him who disd for
thom and roso again.”

Tt is an old taying, and ong of feaefut
and fathomless Import, that we are for-
ing characters for clornity,  Forming
characters ! Whose ! Our own or othorat
Both; and in that momontous fact lies
the penl and reaponaibility of our oxist.
enco.  Who fs suflicient for the thought |
Thousands of your follow-boings will
yeatly enter ctornity wmith chametors dit-
foring t20in thoso they would have carriod
thither had you nover hivod, The aune
light of that wozld will revesl your fngor.

The good wa all may do
Whilo the dayae are go{ng by,

mnsh in thojr primary furmatlons, and in
their susconsivo atrata of thought and life,
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