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CHRONICLES OF AN OLD-
TIMER

Continuasion of the Memoirs of General
E. A. Theller—His' Speech in the
Dock — Found Irish Sympathisers
Among the Volunteer Soldiers on
Guard Duty — An  Unexpected
Verdiet.

Chicago, June 11, 1904,
quitor Catholic Register:

Heréunder is  General Theller’s
speech in the dock as given in his
memoirs:

I addressed the jury briefly and
calmly. 1 told them!

“That I had not intended to take
any part in the proceedings, conceiv-
ing that the last act of the farce was

sanclity  of American laws, and my
country will look to it You" can
trample on my person and give my
limbs to dissection; it will be but a
paltry trial compared with the glori-
ous results which I confidently pre-

dict will follow.

“Were it _possible for you, gentle-
men, to dismiss from your minds
your preconceived opiniors, I would

call your attention to the appropri-
ate bearing of the testimony. L
would point you to the necessary
character of the witnesses, who, in
order to magnify their own heroism,
have swelled a mountain out of a
molehill, a small water craft into an
armed [rigate, irregutar muskgtry in-
to broadsides, and bloody néses in-
to fields strewed with blood. Strip
their testimony of their victory at
Malden and where is your crime?
Had not I, a citizen of the United
States, the unquestionable right to
express my opinions freely of the
measures of yc£r government? Had
[ not the right to attend meetings in

written before the first began. But

that respect for my own feelings for- | the United States; yea, and contri-
bade me to let pass without com- bute means

ment the abuse and uncalled for lan-
guage of the attorney-general. Offi-
cial duty called for the exercise of

talent to promote the ends of justice, '

but never demanded from any func-
tionary seli-degradation or person-
al vindictiveness. The assertion had
been made that I was a British sub-
ject. Yea, I was now on my trial
as such, for the crime of high trea- |
son—a crime of which none but a sub- !
ject could be guilty. If so, where |
the dignity of o high an officer of |
the crown in conferring on me the
epithets in which he had indulged. 1f
I were a murderer, a robber, a rav-

isher, a Yankee pirate, wuy not try

me as suclh? No, they could not,

they dared not. Vengeance would

lose its victim for lack of proof.”

“I admitted that I had been taken
in arms, fighting under an acknow-
ledged flag against Her Majesty's do-
minions—domimions which I strove to
release from KEuropean despotism.
(‘“‘Acknowledged flag,”’ ejaculated the
attorney-general.) “Yes, the flag
was acknowledged by your late gov-
ernor,”’ I answered, ‘‘in sending the
flag of truce to treat with the party
at Montgomery's; it was the flag
of the independent provisional gov-
ernment of Canada, a flag planted on
the soil of Canada by Canadians
thenfselves at Navy Island. No act
of piracy had ever been committed
by me, or by those acting under my
command. Why, then, the use of
- such foul epithets? Why should not
those bred to the courtesy of the
law keep within the prescribed lim-
its of legal discourse? And why un-
dertake to prejudice the minds of the
jury, already unfairly exerted?

*‘Had 1 deemed it necessary in this
mock trial—yes, mock trial, my lord
—I might bave challenged thé whole
panel; for every one of you, both
judge and jury, have had your opin-
ionn formed before you, gentlemen of
the jury, were sworn in the box, and
long before many of vou had uttered
what you thought should be my doom.
Nor do I now- say so, to evince that
1 could have had another jury any
better; for what avail would it
have heen, save to protract, for a lit-
tle time, the execution of the execu-
tive orders, when all in this quarter
of the pravince had heen partizans of
the Government, and had borne arms
against the patriot cause. I could
have objected that you all belonged
to a society whose political and re-
ligious feelings * are hostile, bitterly
so, to my cast and character. The
accursed institution of  Orangeism,
which  deluged my native land in
blood, has lost none of its vemon
on this side of the Atlantic Yes,
gentlemen, pardon me, but I honestly
believe vou came here this day fully
bent on my conviction; the subject
of my guilt has been deeply impressed
upon vour minds ere you were sun-
moned to attend on this court. The
trial then is a mockery, a mere
form of law, to gild and adorn the
preliminaries of my execution Even
the: very judge on the bench has
said to the bar around me, that 1
must be executed; that T must be
Pung up to prevent my countrymen
from ' following the path I had pur-
sued. Yes, strange as it may ap-
pear, gentlemen, 1 feel indifferent to
vour verdict. T rise but to pro-
claim my American citizenskip; to
protest most solemnly against vour
procedure. 1 am no stubject, but a
citizen of a free republic. No slave
hut a free man. I leave the issue
to mv adonted countrv. In my per-
son in this trial is involved the
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to aid the revolution
here, and not violate your laws? If
such be an offense it is not against
the laws. of my own country, and fiot
against the laws of this. But 1 was
taken in arms. TPrue, most true; 1
boast, 1 glory in it. But how differ-
ent would my case have been viewed
had success crowned our efforts. Now
I am a brigand, a pirate, a traitor;
but otherwise the case had

‘Successful rebellion decked

The brows of traitors; heroes they

Who gave freedom to the slave,

And law and liberty to the oppress-

od '

“Yes, many now around me, had
such b%'n our -fortune, would have
showered” blessings instead of curses
on my head.

“‘But we failed; circumstances pe-
vond our control conquered us, and I,
as one of the humble instruments em-
barked in the glorious undertakings,
am avilling to meet the consequence.
We played for a great stake—a na-
tion's liberty—and we lost. Tyrrany
may now do its worst; my life is
not worth preserving at the sacrifice
of honor, or by a tame sdbserviency
to prolong its being, or 1 needed not
now have been here. I complain not;
but I do protest against being spread
upon your records as a subject of a
crown. I am a free man—proud of
my rights as an American=¢itizen, to
obtain which I left my native coun-
try. Your obsolete principles of
wsty common law, fit only for
laves, and corresponding to that
age when the thane could sell
his serf, is unrecogmized in my
country, and is scouted at and repu-
diated by the philosophy of civiliza-
tion. e doctrine of once a sub-
ject always a subject would make
the great Washington a traitor,and
have retarded for centuries the en-
lightenment of the continent of North
America by the rays of civil and po-
litical ' liberty. Away with such
stufi!  Its annunciation at this ag
—in this tribunal—is an insult to jus-
tice and brings shame to common
sense. v
“You, gentlemen, are told I am an
Irishman by birth, but a renegade to
Irish feeling. What shouid 1 reply?
Tamely submit and repress . my
honest indignation ?  Never,  ne-
ver If it was the last word 1
had to utter on earth, I will hurl
the lie back on the assertion. Foul
and ‘false aspersion pronounce it
No action of my short but check-
ered life is tainted with the slight-
est blot of treason 1o Irish hearts
and the Irish character Ireland—
oppressed Ireland—is my native land.
Ireland, saffering under the same
cruel despotism that now blights the
prospects of  poor Canada, is the
home of mv childhood, and is dear
to mv fondest recollections; and re-
creant indeed, woula I be, could 1
forget the proud distinction of an
Irish birth. I can never forget the
wrongs my native land has endured
from British rule, portrayed in liv-
ing light in her history, ano trans-
mitted as the precious legacy of'ac-
cumulating national vengeance from
sire to son.; But, thanks to pro-
pitious heaven, I am no born serf to
her soil, and especially .when that
soil is down-trodden by British rule.
The law, urged by the crown's at-

h

tornev, classes me as such, but I in-
dignantly repel it, and in behall bf
thousands and thousands of bounding
Irish spirits throughout the United
States, nay, the world, reject and de-
ny the doctrine with scorn.

“I have heard—true it was else- !
where than here—that this same hy-
pocritical functionary, who has turn-
ed so out of his way to insult me,’
has ever been distinguished as the
defamer of Treland, and yet he dares,
to [Irish ears, tp flatter my native
countrymen for their loyalty and bra-
very, all for the artful purpose of
creating prejudice against me.
shrink not from a comparison 'Wl(h
the loval Irishmen of the province,
whom, he styles as having preserv-
ed thils gem of the British.crown; I
am willing that posterity shall judge
whether your conduct, genllemen‘of
the jury, or mine, best accord with
Irish pride and Trish ways. ~And he
recites with marked emphasis the
stanza of Scott:

.‘l‘ives‘!here the man, with soul so
dead, .

Who never ta bimsell PFath said, :

This is my own, my native land?

“If he means that my native land
is forgotten he indulges fancy at the
expense of “fact, and shielded by the
power of place, insinuates that which,
under other circumstances more pro-
pitious to a prisoner, he dared not

! Canadian refugees fled naked to the

“Ireland
Have 1 no reason? . Look ab
tory.. Gase on Ireland now,
hat she has been, and* what -
}d be,.and what she M‘g'mde
r nd treasure of the Bri
m what krishman ﬁ
estly love British rule! My
tive land,” yes,
reland’) there

1 lave; England ‘1 hate.

}d after the defeat at Mon

‘observed, ‘‘That I had been allowed
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earth is dissolved by the magic
the last trump.” ®

““There were standing immediatel
behind me a number of Irish vol
teers, belonging to the Queen's Fores-
ters—a regiment which had been rais-

.
—one of whom, a tall, re ired,
raw-boned young man of the genuine
Milesian cast, who, wrapped in
thought, was picking the prisoners’
box with his bayonet, while honest
tears coursed down his cheeks. One
of his comrades: pear him accosted
him with a strong and distinet

whisper, which I overheard. He ex-
claimed:
‘“Holy Saviour! Murphy dear,

ain't that true?”

Although but a whisper I, as well
as many others near, heard the re-
mark, and turning around, I clapped
the young Milesian on the shoulder,
exclaiming:

‘““Ay, Murphy, it is true; and you,

isdence.  The principle involved will
rouse a spirit among the republi-
cans of my adopted country, that
would atone for my wrongs and if
I do perish that I should not perish.

“ “Unwept, unhonored and un-
sung.”” That principle was dear
to the naturalized citizens of the
United States, and they would soon
see whether I, one of thieir number,
could be tried and punished as a
subject of the queen.’

- - -

““The chiel justice was brief and
bitter in his—charge, recapitulating
and enforcing the doctrine assumed
by the crown lawyer, stating empha-
tically ‘‘That birth in Her Majesty's
dominions created a perpetual = alle-
giance, from which the subject could
never be released under any plea or
pretence. That no act of gthe sub-
Ject could impair its obligation; that
it was part and parcel of the Brit-
ish constitution; and that British

my countrymen, who know its truth,
are here with arms, sustaining the

oppressors of yvour country, and the‘()n('(' a subject ever a subject; and

murderers of your countrymen, and
tacitly stand by and allow these ty- '
rants to condemn to death your |
countryman, merely for the crime of |
being your countryman.’’ i

““This sudden digression had the |
effect of causing a stir jo the audi-
ence, as if a stream of electricity
had poured from beaven among
them. They were chiefly Irish, and
from their murmuring and their clap-
ping of hands, so unusual in courts
of justice, led me to believe that 1
had attained the object which I had
desired.

“Silence, silence!’ rang through
the hall, and the court, interposing,

a latitude of speech uhprecedented,
that T.must now cease my unwar-

law dia not recognize the naturaliza-
tion statutes of foreign countries.

il a born subject traitorously con-
nects himself with the hostile move-
ments of a foreign enemy, the laws
of war did not apply to such, but ii
taken he could and should be dealt
with as a traitor.”

The Education Question

To the Editor of The Register:
¢

In your last issue the attitude of
the United States’ priests and pre-
lates regarding the higher} education
of the clergy was touched §pon. The
attitude of the Irish prjesfhood on
the same question will 1 an in-
structive sequel. And_ e youg
correspondent draws s, materia;
from a vyearly publi('a(ic:;' sssned by
a renowned Irish ecclesiastical sen-
inary. Tks publication comes forth
with the approval of the teaching
body of the seminary, and hence its
contents must be in harmony with
their views.

In what may be called the bulletin
of 1904 there is an article on univer-
sity education for clerics. Its text

clical of Leo XIIIL. to the bishops of
France, im which that illustrious
pontifi says: ‘‘In order to maintain
the influence of the clergy on secie-
ty, let that body humber in its ranks
a sufficiently large number of priests
who in scientific knowledge are able
to stand side by side with the teachers
of State lyceums and universities.”
Mark the reasonableness and balance
of these words. The illustrious
[eo does not expect that a labora-
tory be fitted up in every priest’s
house and that every curate be an
authority on sun spots, the polariza-
tion of light, etc. He recognized
that such a state of things, how-
ever desirable, would be unattain-
able. But he urges that a sufficient-
ly large number of priests be so
versed on all scientific questions,
some making a specialty of one
subject and others of different bran-
ches, that the clerical bodv as
whole would be able to hold its own
with the teachers of State universi-
ties on their own secular field.

With this appeal of the gr Pon-
tifil recently passed away Tor his

=

“‘Such was the substance, and al-
most the very language of the court,
and speaks a warning language to all
my countrymen, who are citizens of
the United States.

“The jury were not long in retire-
ment, but soon brought in the anti-
cipated verdict of “‘guilty’’ ; shaped,
however, so as to render it of ‘a
special character. It was in these
words:

“If the prisoner is a British
ject he is guilty of treason.”

‘It astomished the court, the coun-

Suw- .

rantable and treasonable harangue.”
“I replied that the crown cer's
remarks impelled my course; that his
denunciations were irrevelant and in-
sulting; that I did not flatter myself
that my remarks would change my
doom, long pre-determined, but that
were | now standing on the seaflold,
I would vindicate my character and
motives from unjust and cruel ex-
pression,”’ :
“‘His lordship replied ‘‘That the

sel and the bar, as was evident from

their countenances, and evidently
threwh the responsibility o court. |
As the verdict was tanta nt to an

acquittal, as I was a citizen of the
United States, the crowd received its

“iﬂter a motion in arrest of judg-
‘ment, and . a consultation on the |
bhench, between the chief justice and,

the crown lawyers, I was remanded

court would not tolerate such lag-
guage, and that I must confine my
remarks to the suhject matter or‘else
he would compel Ro sit down.”" |

“Kven for that,”” I continued, ‘I
care not. Be it so—that I am con-
demned unheard—what a picture ol
justice will it present to the civiliz-
ed world! 1 have borne your ut-
most rigor. of imprisonment, vour
chains, vour insults, vour dingeon,
without alarm or murmur, and now
can stand the stern blow of vour lord-
ship, and the pitiful contempt of the-’
queen's attorney-general, whose nose,
by nature, magnifies the outward
manifestations .ol the inward malice
of the man.”

“This allusion to the remarkable
personal defect of the attorney-gener-
al produced a smile among the jur-
ors and the bar, but the audience
broke out into open laughter. After
cries of ‘“‘silence!'’ I was permitted
arain to address the jury. 1 said:
That whatever motive prompted th~
poetic quotation of the counsel, |
thanked him for the glorious theme
Had I time and permission [ could
anpeal to every Irish heart, for am-
ple causes why Irishmen should rebel
against the power of Great Britain,
but T would cease to trouble the sqn-
sitive feelings of the court; and that
it must he obvious tlrat when the

U'nited States, no Irishman, remem-
bering his own country's wrongs,
could turn a deaf ear to their ap-|
peals. T could not, T did not. You,'
gentlemen,if men of common feelings,
will understand me, and will solve
the question, whether T was a serf
or a free man—a British subject or
an American citizen. [ entertain no
hopes of vour verdict; it will be one
of conviction, and\now only wanting
the form of deliverv and recorc; but
I am consoled that the drama will |

not close with vour act nor my ex-
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I closed up entirely in July and

to prison, amidst the audible good

,wishes and pravers of many as |

passed tbrough the crowd. But the

“‘exeunt omnes'’ at this falling of the

curtain did not close the eventful

drama. '
* * -

Note by the Iditor.—Chief Justice
Rotinson was a humane, but he was
full of human kindnossz but he was
the head and front of the fl1‘a|nily|
(‘ompa(-t"gin his day, was an un-
compromising Tory; and it is rather
a wonder that he allowed the prison-
er to talk so freely. The war ol
1812 ought to have made its impress
on the times, because it was brought
about by the enforcement of the Prit- |
ish doctrine ‘‘that once a subject ever
a subject.”” It looks as if Toronto
had a good manv Irish sympathiz-
ers in the davs of the rebellion; but

strange to say, the Irish Catholics
were mostly  on the side of the Im:-
alists. This was shown bv the readi-

ness with which Col. Paldwin, an Ir-
ish Catholic officer, then in civil life,
raised the Irish Catholic volunteer re-
giment, the Queen's Foresters; and
by the way, he uniformed them at
his own expense, depending on a
recoupment by the goverfiment later
on, a circumstance in which he was
disapvointed, notwithstanding repeat
ed efforts to recover the outlay.

Separate School Field Day

The city separate schools will hold
their annual Fiele Day Friday next
at Exhibition Park, the programme
opening gt 2 p.m., sharp. Much in-
terest has centered around this com-
ing event, which promises to surpass
all predecessors.

A very lively contest is expected
for the valuable school trophy
which was won last vear by St
Patrick's School. Fully 420 entries
have been made for phe .40.events.

Many enterprising /usiness men and
friends of the schogls have contribut-
ed valuable prizes,® several of which
range in value from $5.00 to $10.00.

»,.....and so [

decided to start at

onece.” He’shere with us now,
booked for a six months’ course,
Thought, before he got our letter,
that schools fizzle out in June—

August.

] Not ours.

This is a business school. Reac!y
to serve its patrons every month in
the year. If you have a business,
shorthand, or telegraphy course

v ti ith evident si f
arnunciation with eviden gﬁ? o 'ol :
selfi-<command and steadiness of view,

foundation stone, the writer of the
article in question proceeds with his
stricture. He points out the intellec-
tual revival which is taking place
in Ireland and the strong demand
which.is being made for a univer-
sity in harmony with the aspirations
of the great majority of the people.
And he goes on to say that if the
past triditicns and awake to ftheir
present opportunities, they will avail
themselves to the highest possible
extent of University training.

On the advantages of such training
for the development of a fine type
of clerical character the testimony ol
Cardinal Newman is quoted and com-
mented upon with *‘r: approval.
“In the case of most /' writes
Newman, ‘‘University training makes
itself  felt in the good. sense, sobriety

reasonableness

'

which characterize it. In some it
“will have developed habits of busi-
ness, power of influencing others, and
sagacity. In others it will elicit
the talent of philosophical specula-
tion, and lead the mind forward in
this or that intellectual department.
In all, it will be a faculty. of en-
tering with comparative ease into
any subject of thought, and of tak-
ing up with aptitude any science
or profession."

Now the very qualities specified in |
those !

these admirable words are A
oitentimes conspicuously absent in
those occupying leading positions in
our land. Instead of sobriefy of
thought, reasonableness, candour,seli-
command, we find in men wha are
supposed to wield the destinies' of
the people a narrowness and petti-
ness characteristic of an imperfectly
trained mind face to face with a si-
tuation it is unable to grasp and
with duties for the due discharge
of which it is not equipped. And such
qualities (which brings out all the
more clearly defective training) are
at times associated with a seemingly
total blindness to their obliquity
The term ‘‘ill-balanced’’ well des-
cribes characters of this kind. They
are as unconscious of their unfairness
as & badly constructed balance is of
its defectiveness.

And like the same balance, the
fault - is in their construction. Their
training has been on lines which soli-

Every accommodation will be pro-
vided for parents and friends who
wish to encourage the boys by their
presence. Mr. J. Gardner, of Munro
Park, will provide refreshments, so
that all may enjov a pleasant out-
ing. The Toronto Street Railway
Co. will have cars running on Duffer-
in street from 2 to 6 p.m. Admis-
sion to grounds, free. Winners ol
events will be announced by mega-
phone and on blackboard.

The events will be in charge of the
following stafi of officers: - Judges,
Ald. J. J. Ward, J. J. Rvan, A. T.
Hernon, Trustee W. Boland, Inspector
W. Prendergast, R. Dissette.

Timekeepers—S. P. Grant and P,
Kennedv.

Bicvele Judges—F.
Short. -

Clerks of Course—C. J. Read, J. L.
Costello, G. O'Leary.

Lalor and A.

The merits of a piano le in the
construction, on which .Gepends
the tone, qrality and the endurance
of the instrument. The

‘Heintzman & Co.
Piano ?

in view don't defer till September.

Write and get our terms.
) 3 Blokgd=s i1 .
" W. H. SHAW,
‘ President.

consists of an extract from an ency-

| violincello,
| flute,
| Some of the best singers in the ad-
{ jacent counties have been engaged for
| the noon and evening concerts. And
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'dlﬁcd their original egotism. Alk
their energies have been devoted Ao
a few points, and, because they
been fairly successful in these, t
have come to regard themselves
masters of everything. A univér-
sity training, as Newman finely says,
would in most cases prevent suche
narrowness. It would by bringing
!ils students into contact with the
vast range of intellectual activity,
make them realize how littie after
{all one person can know It would
enlarge - their intellectual horizon,
,and teach them the importance of
entering into the views of others.
It would bring home to them the
intellectual wants and difficulties of
 the time. To quote the article of
i which this fragmentary contributiom
is but a paraphrase and which wilk
be further dwelt on. ‘‘A university
training by agbetter course in arts,
by a“Mgore extended and practical
course in Science, pure and mixed,
will give our students not merely
a larger amount of information, but
what is more important, will give
them the power to make a good pse
of the brains they have. By this
means they will have not only mare
secular k‘nowl::ge, but when the time
comes for them to study Theolog
and .the Sacred Seriptures, they '“Y.
have more highly developed intel-
lects, capable of appreciating the
volume of the various truths contain-
ed in the deposit of Faith.

STRATFORD

Fifteen boys and thirty-three girlss
of St. Joseph's Church Parish, this
city, received their first communion
jon Sunday last from their new pas-
tor, the Rev. Chas. E. McGee. The
children-fiave been under the careful
training of the Loretto nuns and Rev.
Father Laurenda, and have met with
good success. The main altar was
| beautifully oecorated with flowers,
etc., and presented a handsome yet
suitable appearance. In the after-
noon at three o'clock the childrem
were enrolled in the scapular. .
| On Sunday, June 19th, the Rt. Rev.
Fergus P. McEvay, D.D., Bishap of
London, will administer the right of
confirmation in St. Joseph’s church,
this city.

The announcement was made at St.
Joseph’s Church on Sunday last that
in future the church doors will be
0 until 9 p.m. during the week,
and Service of benedictjon will be giv~
,en at 8 o'clock every Friday evenin
in the future. Mass during weeg

'

!

Idu_iy:;eis at\7.30 a.m.

death is reported in Winnipeg
of Mr. J Boyle of Winnipeg, a
member of the Stratford branch of
the CM.B.A. The local branch have
telegraphed the president of the Win~
nipeg branch of the C.M.B.A. to care
for their dead. No particulars as to
::lnn of death have yet been ubtain-
e. .
Rev. Albert McKeon, P.P., of St.
Columban, Ontario, one of the best
known priests of the London diocese,
intends holMing a grand union pic~
ric under the auspices of the Catho-
lics of Huron and Perth at St. Col-
umban, on Wednesday, June 22, 1904,
from 9.30 a.m. until 930 pm. (Im

| the event of rain falling on the 22nd
‘of June, this carnival of harmony_

speech and song will be held the fol-
lowing day.) Music will be furnish-
ed for Grand Marches, Lancers and
Quadrilles, ~ by the far-famed St.
Columban Orchestra, the best gqua-
drille band in Canada. The band
consists of 3 1st violins, 2nd violin,
contra bass, - clarionet,

cornet and slide trombone

plates will be set for 1,000 people.
Arranrements have .been made for

{ half fare on all trains to St Col-
imnban from Goderich,  Stratford and

Trains will
11.55

intermediate points.
leave Stratford at 9 a.m.,
a,m., 500 pm. and 935 p.m.

[.ast train leaves St. Columban at
10.12 pm. Excursion tickets good
itn go on June 21st, 22nd and to re-
i turn until June 23rd. This will cer-
Ituinlv be a red-letter day for Hur-
‘on and Perth Many prominent C.
M.P.A. members of Stratford and
prarishioners of St. Joseph's church,
intend spending the day in St. Col-
umban. Father McKeon, who is am
ardent worker, will leave no stone
unturned to make this the best pic-
nic ever held in that section.
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