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= COVERNMENT MEMBERS' ANSWERS

T0 PNOUIES I THE LEGSLATURE

Great}-Increasefin Butter and; Cheese 'MaKing---Cost of
@ Farmers ®lnstitute and How It Was Distributed- -Bonds

B to=Cover Freshet; Expenditures---Information by Hon.

=3 Messrs. iFarris_and LaBillois.

Fredericton, N. B., March 22—The follow-
ing - are answers by members of the local

government to enquiries made in thé house.
Sums Paid for Encouraging

Dairying.
Answer to enquiry by Mr. Smith Hon. Mr.
Farris said: .
(1) There was pald during the last fiscal
yelg for the encouragement of Jairying as
follows:

By way of boaus to cheese and butter fac-
tordes and skimming sations, $2,196.74

For salaries t ts | Mr, Farris :
31, Ot ibree dairy superintendents| i 54) At the date of the organization of |

at $1,200 each; $3,600.
mg‘o'r expenses of dairy superintendent, §2,-

N. 8. Dow, services, .37.

There was paid out goenoourass stock
raising for “beef production:

the C. P. R., one-half of W. W. Hub-

bard's salary,
'&P Maritime  Stock Breeders’ Association,

$800.
- Aund - a nﬂ(vn of “the Farmers’ Institute
@ 188, exdct porportion of which it is

to estimate; ne all the speak-
e best production on thelr list of sub-
jects, and it &g on, wherever called
for, by the tes.

(2) The expenditures were made through
the channels outlined above.

In mxu- 10 enquiry by Mr. Smith Hon.
Mr. Farris sald no expenuiture is made by
any official of the department of agricul-
»tmwm under the direction of the com-
mi or, Iltemized accounts are rendered
and the same are audited by the commis-
sioner or his deputy as well as by the audi-
tor general.

00-# ’ot Farmers’' Institute Meet-
ings.

The gllowing is the answer of Hon. Mr.
Farris enguiry by Mr. Smith: :
1. How much has been paid each year dur-
N s Sl ment W st
8 £ an ers 'who come
from: o\ltdde?e province?

Answer—The total payment for farm-
ers’ institutes in the fiscal year of
. ... $2,204.78

Sixty-one local farmers’ institutes re-

. Total payments in 1903 were......

Ottawa.

Leaving the balance

ceived a grant of $15 each ou
this amount, totatlling.... .. .. ..

Leavi
adve!
of..

915.00

a balance spent for lecturers,

ing, and all other expenses
6 il T e e i v ST
..$2,491.38
63 local institutes veceived a grant of

$15 each, totalling .. .. .. .. .. .. 946.00

Leaving the balance spent for all
other services, including speakers,
W o e e eses eeow seldvines $1,646.38

Total payments in 1904 were.... ..$1,450.04
59 local institutes received a grant of
$15 each, totalling .. .... .. ...... 885.00

spent for mll
other services, including speakers.. $565.04

The full' series of institute meetings in
1904 had not been completed at the end of
the flscal year and a considerable amount of

. $he ' expenses had not been paid at
iy e i

There has been paid to speakers who do
mot reside in the province, for their services

in 1904,

‘; and travelling expenses, as follows:

;Itwm. $207.52; in 1903, $773;

$274.96.

All this information is set out in detail
each 4n the auditor general’s report,
under the heading of farmers’ institutes.

(2) What was the mame of each speaker
and how was the account made up?

The names of speakers engaged in this ser-
vice and not residing in this province are:

Danie] Drummond, of Myrtle (Ont.)

W. F. Stephen, of Trout River (Que.)

James Sheppard, of Queenstown (Ont.)

W.. 8. Fraser, of Bradford (Ont.)

T. ¢. Raynor, of Rose Hall (Ont.)

Duncan Anderson, of Rugby (Ont.)

C.H. Black, of' Ambherst.

Robert Ness. of Howlick (Que.)

Dr. G. M. Twitchell. of Augusta (Me.)

n Renmnie, of Milliken (Ont.)

“Andrew._Eljiott, of Galt (Ont.)

Henry Gléndenning, of Manilla (Ont.)

Prof.’ J. H. Grisdale, Experimental Farm,

G. H. Clark, chief seed division, depart-

g ‘; m%ﬁt gt agriculture, Ottaw:

4.
Hare, chief poultry division, de-

| partment of agriculture, Ottawa.
*:J. W. Mitchell, of the Dominion Dairy
Department.
‘W. 8. Blair, Experimental Farm, Nap-
pan (N

—

. 8)
Alex: McNeill, chief of fruit division, agri-
culture, Otawa.
F. W. Broderick, seed division, Ottawa.
Vroom, dominion fruit inspector,

© _Geo. H,
Middleton (N. 8.)

R. Robertson, Experimental Farm, Nap-
pan (N. 8.)

W. 8. Sparks, Canterbury (Eng.)

The accounts are made up in detail, show-
ing the number of days occupied and the
detailed expenses of travel.

3. How many farmers’' institutes meetings
have been held in the province each year
since the department of agriculture under-
took this work ond what was the average
attendance each vear?

In 1901, 86 meetings were held, total attend-
ance 4,674, being an average of B5.

In 1802, 160 meetings, total attendance 8,034,
averakge of 60.2. T

In 1903, 160 meetings, total attendance 7,149,
average of 4.1,

In 1904, 139 metings, total attendance 5,324,
average of 38.2,

One thousand two houndred ' and sixty-
three addresses were delivered at these meet-
ings during the four years.

The Mominiop election campaign and sev-
eral severe stormy evenings interferred with
the attendance in 1904, reducing the average.

A Qdetailed sta.ement, giving the above in-
formation, is published each year in the
agricultural report.

The Results.

4. What results to the province in the in-

:;:l‘:: ?t tgy umat of farm produce cap be
n the ea; s
S Ll past three years as a result

The farmers’ inmstitute system was estab-
lished for the purpose of disseminating in-
formation in regard to agriculture.

In a general way, the adult farmers can-
not afford the time or expense of attending
agricultural colleges; and, even if they could
the accommodation at the colleges would not
be sufficient. The farmers’ institutes carry
to a certain extent, the college to the peo-
ple, One of the main benefits is to induce

{zation and co-operation among.the
farmers, where they may compare notes,
em:rna. experience, and thus become more
conversant Wwith the best and most profit-
able methods of stock
dairying, etc.

The speakers sent out have been selected
from practical farmers in our own province.
who are successful on their own farms, and
experienced farmers' institute workers from
Ontario and Quebec, as well as professors
and exverts on the several subjects from the
agricultural coileges and  experimental

farming, ralsing,

.farms.

Tt has been found, after years of experi-
ence in the province of Ontario, that the
farmers® institute has been of immenge ad-
vantage in improving the general condition
of the agricultural community.

In this province, the system is, compari-
tively speaking, in its infancy; still, marked
improvement 15 notiveable 4o the improvisg

and care of animale, a marked increase in

1| the quantity and quality of pork suitable

for bacon, more attention is being given to
the proper cultivation of the soll, a grau-
al increase of dairy products, a better
knowledge as to the habits of injurious in-
sects and how to combat them, more atten-
tion is being given to the controlling of
fungus diseases on fruit trees and %
more interest is being taken in the poultry
industry. These are some of the lines of
improvements in which may be clearly
traced to the farmers’ institutes.

In answer 8:‘% enquiry by Mr. Smith Hoa.

the agricultural department, in 1897, there
there were seven butter factories and skim-
ming stations in operation. They were lo-
cated at Oak Bay, Charlotte county; Rog-
ersville, Northumberland county; St. Louis
and Buctouche, Kent county, and Memram-
cook, Westmorland county; butter manufac-
tured in that year, 41,768 pounds, which
sold for §7,852.38.

There are at present thirty.nine butter fac-
tories and skimming stations in operation,
as detailed on page 58 and 59 of the aﬂ;
cultural report; butter manufactured
yu;’: 907,125 pounds, which sold for $178,-

Butter factories, when . fully completed
and fitted with cold storage to the satisfac-
tion of the dairy superintendent of the dis-
trict, recelve a bonus of $300, end skim.
ming stations $150. Cheese fctories, when
fully completed and running to the satisfac-
tion of the dairy superintendent, receive a
bonus of $160.

In 1897, there were 47 cheese factories id
operation. For d s a8 to location, see
pages 172 and 173 of 1897 agricultural re.
port; cheese manufactured in that year,
1,207,281 pounds, which sold for $99,656.29.

There are at present 563 factories dn opera-
tion, which turned out last year 1,866,426
pounds of cheese, which sold for $161,262.01.

(5) In 1900 the total number of patrons of
cheese and butter factories in the province
was 3,004, in 1904 the total number was
3,447. In the district north of Fredericton,
the number of patrons of cheese and butter
factories in 1900 was: York county, 270;
Carleton  county, 592; Nornthumberland
county, §92; Victoria county, 323; Mada-
waska county, 262; Gloucester county, none;
Northumberland county, 25; total, 1,472

In 1904, there were in York county 169;
Carleton county, 294; Victoria, 1567; Mada-
waska county, 426; Gloucester county, 68
and Northumberland county, 63; total, 1,172.

(6) According to the census of 1901, there
were 25,779 familijes 1n the counties north
of Fredericton, viz.: York, (Carleton, Vic-
toria, Madawaska, Resth he, Glouncest

Northumberiand. Deducting 6,970 families
included in the town of Fredericton, Marys-
ville, Woodstock, Dalhousie, Bathurst,
Chatham and Newcastle, there would be left
19,809 families, this would give a proportion
of one patron of a cheese or butter factory
for each seventeen families. Leaving out the
counties of Restigouche, Gl ter - ani
Northumberland, where -there are very few
factories, the other four counties would
give the proportion of one patron to each
eleven families, and, a8 not more than one-
tenth of the territory is supplied with fac-
tories, it would appear that dn the' districts
where factories are located, they are patron-
ized by most of the inhabitants.

(7) There is mo census of cows taken in
this province, except in the years of the
general census. According to the census of
1891, there were 45,848 milch cows in the dis-
trict north of Fredericton, viz.. in the coun-
tijes of York, Carleton, Victoria, Mada-

ska, Restigouche, Northumberland and
Gloucester; in 1901 the census gives 45,874.

Dominion-Aid.

In answer to enquiry by Mr. Smith Hon.
Mr. Farris said: In carrying on the work of
agricultural education, the dominion depart-
ment of agriculture has given the province
great assistance by supplying expert judges
at the larger exhibitions, by furnishing
speakers for public meetings from the staff
of the experimental farms, seed division,
fruit division and poultry division. When
the farmers’ institute system was started in
the province, the dominion department fur-
nished us two or three experienced speakers
each year for the series of meetings free.
For the last two years, they furnished us
with the speakers, the provincial department
paying their wages and expenses while im
the province.

In answer to enquiry by Mr. Flemming
Hon. Mr. Farris said the services rendered
by N. S. Dow cover the months of Decem-
ber, 1903, and February and March, 1904
He was enaged in holding public meetings
and personally visiting the farmers, with
a view of getting improvements made to
stables, a better manner of feeding and care
of stock, so that winter dairying could be
more profitable.

The district where he did this work was
in the county of Carleton.

Mr. Tilley was engaged making up the
dairy report and. teaching at the dairy
school, Sussex, during the time Mr. Dow
was attending to this work.

Freshet Bonds.

Hon. Mr. LaBillois replied as follows to
enquiry by Mr. Flemming:

1.'Bonds for $160,000, authorized by the
legislature to provide for freshet expendi-
ture, have been issued and ‘sold.

2. The amount of freshet expenditure ac-
counted for in 1902 was $131,376.54.

3. Balance was used to pay bills for
freshet account that came in later and ex-
ceeded amount of grant.

In reply to Mr. Morrison Hon. Mr. La-
Billois said that mo appointments of super-
intendents had been made in the county of
Northumberland.

UNGLE SEM'S HARSH
STEAMBOAT RULES
AGAINST CANADIANS

Ottawa, March 23—(Special)—The Do-
minion Marine Association met here to-
day. The executive this afternoon waited
on the minister of marine and fisheries in
regard to certain steamboat regulations
which the United States has put in force
against the Canadian steamships, although
that these regulations

it was arranged
should be reciprocal.

The vegulations complained of are those
that were devised after the Slocum dis-
aster. ;

The minister of railways and canuls was
also seen, and asked to withhoh'i consent
to certain parties who were wanting larger
water privileges on the canal at Morris-

bhurg. :
The association represents the leading

passenger and freight lines in the inland

waters of Canada.
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MONK AGAINST BORDEN
ON SCHOOL QUESTION

Hon. Mr. Sifton to Continue the De-
bate This Afternoon

Discussion Shows Parties Divided on Autonomy Bill--
Fielding and Laurier Take Different Views---Hon. Wm.
Paterson Defends His Leader’s Course ---Dr. Sproule

Speaks for Provincial Rights and Quoetes Eminent Tor-|

onto Lawyer to Back Up His Opinion.

Ottawa, March 23—(Special)—The fea-
ture of today’s proceedings in the house
of commons was the speech of F. D. Monk,
a leading French Conservative, who not
only declared himself against the amend-
ment of Mr. Borden to the educational
clause, but disagreed entirely with. the
constitutional argument of the leader of
the opposition. Mr. Monk will vote for
the bill. .

Dr. Sproule opened the debate, and Hon.
Wm. Paterson followed. 5

Hon. Clifford Sifton moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate, gnd will have the
floor at 3 o’clock tomorrow.

In teply to Mr. Sloan in the
house, Mr. Emmerson said there
was mothing in the department

of railways to show the Grand Trunk
Pacific had completed necessary surveys
or any portion thereof for building the
transcontinental line through British Col-
umbia. It was, however, the intention of
the government to urge an early construc-
tion of that portion of the Grand Trunk
Pacific.

Mr. Fielding, replying to Mr. Bicker-
dike, said there was a large amount of
American currency in circulation at par
in Canadg and he was aware in the States
Canadian silver was taken at a heavy dis-
count. It was mot the intention of the
government this session to prohibit
United States silver but they hoped to
be able to displace that coin in Canada
by substituting Canadiam silver.

The debate on the second reading of the
autonomy bill was resumed today by Dr.
Sproule, sovereign grand master of the

| Orange order in British North America.

He maintained that there was a great
aversion to the bill as presented by the
government. He complimented the To-
ronto Globe for the attitude it bad taken
against the bill and then went on to say
that it was a question of provincial
rights. He stood by the province of Mani-
toba in 1896 when it wagq threatened with
remedial legislation and today he was
with the Northwest. He asked the finance
minister what was his opinion- as to
whether or not the government was bound
under the constitution to take the course
it was doing.

Fielding Doesn't Agree With
Leader.

Mr. Fielding did not see that there was
any aot which said that a member of par-
liament must do so and so, but there.was
a strong moral obligation to gramt sep-
arate schools to the Northwest.

Dr. Sproule said that the premier had
not the same opinion. He (Sproule) then
read an opinion which he received from
Christopher Robinson, K. €., Torotito, on
the comstitutional point. Mr. Robinson
took the ground that there was mo legal
obligation on the part of the government
to give separate schools to the Northwest.
No enactment was necessary because the
British North America act applied. The
opinion, eaid Dr. Sproule, was one which
endorsed the stand of the leader of the
opposition. -

Mr. Fitzpatrick—Would- the hon. gen-
tleman lay the questions he put to Mr.
Robinson and the replies on the table?

Dr. Sproule said that he would do so
as soon as he had received them. All that
he had today was a telegram from Chris-
topher Robinson, which was to the effect
as he had stated. He (Sproule) opposed
the educational clause because it was a
violation of provincial rights. If parlia-
ment granted rights to one church it
should do so to others.

In reply to Mr. Brodeur, he said that
he was not saying that the church thad
any control of the schools in the North-
west. He had nothing to say against the
Northwest schools. What he complained
of was the Ontario and Quebec systems.

Christopher Robinson’'s Opinion.

The legal opinion obtained upon the
constitutional question involved in the
educational clause from Christopher Rob-
inson, K. C., Toronto, is as follows:—

“Phe right of the dominion parliament
to impose restrictions upon the provinces
about to be formed in dealing with the
subject of education and separate schools.
is, 1 think, mot beyond question. This
would require more consideration than I
have yet 'been able tto give to it and must
ultimately be settled by judicial decision.
I am asked, however, whether the parlia-
ment is constitutionally bound to impose
any such restrictions or whether it exists
otherwise, and I am of opinion in the
negative.

“It must be borne in mind thet I am
concerned only with the question of legal
obligation. What ithe parliament ought to
do or should do in the exercise of any
power which they may possess is not with-
in the province of counsel. Such a re-
striction, I apprehend, must exist or may
be imposed, if at all, under the provisions
of section 93 of the B. N. A. act 1867, and
on the ground of their application to the
provinces mow to be formed. If that sec-

tion spplies, it would ecem o Tequire mo J

i

enactment of our parliament to give it ef-
fect ax_:d, if not, no such enactment, so far

as I am aware, is otherwise made meces-
sary.

“Upon the whole, I am of opinion that
section 93 does not apply to the provinces
now about to be established. Its provis-
jons would appear to me to be intended
for, and confined to, the them provinces
and to the union formed in 1867.

“There is not in any part of the North-
west Territories, as a province, any right
or privilege with respect to denomination-
al schools possessed by any: of per-
sons, created by the province, or exist-
ing at such union, and a right subsequent-
ly established by the dominion in the
pant now about to be made a province,
does not appear to me to come within the
enactment,”

Hon. Mr. Paterson Endorses Sep-
arate Schools.

Hon. Mr. Paterson said .that the best
legal minds differed on the constitutional
question. What he as a layman wanted
to get at among all these different opin-
ions was this. He believed that parlia-
ment had the power to deal with the
question of education and having that
power he comsidered that the people who
went into the Northwest and remained
ithere for thirty years it was only just and
right to leave that with them which they
understood when they had gone there and
which they enjoyed until mow.

Mr. Robinson, Mr. Haultain, Mr. Bor-
den and Mr. Fitzpatrick all held different
opinions -and ftthe premier mow was legis-
lating so that thére ¢ould be no doubt.

Mr. Paterson, continuing after 8
o’clock, said that he had only received two
letters from personal friends who were op-
posed to the education clause. He had al-
so Teceived one memorial from a body for
which he had a great respect opposing this
clause. This -memorial said that for the
dominion to deal with education was con-
trary to the whole spirit-of confederation.

He had since receiving that memorial
looked more into the act of confederation
than he had ever done before, and found
in doing so, that there were certain reser-
vations, Among the reservations was that
it was left to the dominion, the preserva-
tion of the rights of the minorities at the
time they were entering confederation.
George Brown was opposed to separate
schools, but he consented to them in the
interests of confederation. To permit
unity, concord and harmony and allow the
continuance of the prosperity of the coun-
try this act was now being passed.

Mhose who talked of provincial rights
and compared this case to that of Mani-
toba did not understand the matter. The
two were not parallel, In the case of
Manitoba they were asked to destroy a
provincial statute, while in this case they
were continuing an act passed by Premier
Haultain and his associates in the North-
west assembly. :

Says Northwest Was Consulted.

He (Paterson), in each instance stood
by the rights of the provinces. To say
that the Northwest was not consulted was
absurd, The Northwest was not only con-
sulted, but Premier Haultain’s own act
was now being enforced. The dominion
parliament was not eliminating a North-
west act, which the Comservatives were
doing in regard to Manitoba, but they
were preserving Northwest legislation.

And what did Mr. Haultain say in re-
spect to that legislation? It was this:
“Were I dictator I would not change it.”
These were Mr. Haultain’s own words.

He said that Dr. Sproule talked of the
church controlling schools, although forc-
ed to admit in answer to a etraight ques-
tion from the Liberal side that the church
did not control the Northwest schools.

Olaims There Are No S8pecial
Rights.

' Mr. Paterson then quoted from the
school ordinances to show that there were
no special rights given to separate schools
in the Northwest that did not apply to
public and all classes of schools.

He wanted to know who would object to
giving permission to the trustees of each
school, whether public or eeparate, that
right, if they eo desired to have religious
instruction, as they desire, during the half
hour. Speaking for himself this was a
provision that he not only did not disap-
prove, but he heartily approved of it.
They all knew that righteousness exalteth
a nation. The gentleman who forwarded
him the memorial said that he did not
blame Laurier, but where were the Om-
tario members of the cabinet? Well, he
thought that this gentleman ought to know
where the Ontario ministers were when
the bill was being proceeded with and they
were still in the cabinet.

The opposition had spoken of the prem-
ier being moulded like clay in the hand:
of the cabinet and now they said he was
a Czar,

Mr. Foster—The strong men have all
left the cabinet.

Mr, Paterson—Did all the strong men
leave when the honorable gentleman and

(Contigued on Puge 3; sixih columo.)

BROCKTON A CITY
OF MOURNING

Thirty-nine Victims of Shoe
Factory Disaster Buried
Yesterday

BUSINESS SUSPENDED

Traffic Ceased, Schools Closed, and
Populace United in One Great Tri-
bute of Sorrow and Sympathy—
Five Funeral Services Necessary
for Vast Crowds.

Brockton, Mass.,, March 23—All busi-
ness was suspended in this city today,
traffic ceased, schools were closed, and the
people united in one great tribute of sor-
row and sympathy on account of the ex-
plosion and fire of Monday, in which, it
is believed, fifty-eight persone perished.

Thirty-nine bodies, so charred and dis-
figured as to make identification impos-
sible, were borne away to Melrose ceme-
tery on Brockton Heights, escorted by a
great throng of mourners, city officials,
representatives of labor organizations, and
fraternal societies.

Three public funeral services had been
arranged; five were necessary to begin to
serve the desires of the people and thou-
sands had no opportunity to take an active
part in the expressions of grief and sym-
pathy.

The day of sorrow opened with a solemn
high mass of requiem in St. Patrick’s
Roman Catholic church in memory of four
members of the parish- who are believed
to have perished in the flames. :

In the afternoon public funeral services
were held at the city theatre, the Ponter
Congregational, St. Paul’s Episcopal, and
First Congregational churches, and at Can-
ton Hall: ~While the seryices were being
held, milifiamen, labor orgafiizatiofis and
fraternal societies formed in line in readi-
ness to escort the bodies of the victims to
the cemetery.

The solemnity of the services at the city
theatre were motable from the moment
the doors were opened. On the stage sat
clergymen representing practically every
religious denomination in the city, the
members of the city government, and the
members of the joint shoe council. Mayor
Edward H. Keith presided, and near him
sat 'Governor William IL. Douglas.

.A brief utterance of sorrow at the city’s
calamity came from Mayor Keith in open-
ing the services.

THE LAKE OF THE
WODS BUSINESS CHANCE

Telegram from D. Russell to the
Montreal Star Corrects Wrong Re-
norts.

Monitreal,March 23—(Special)—The Star
today publishes the following telegram:—

“Hamilton, Ont., March 23—To the
Editor of the Montreal Star—I would like
‘to state in the Star that the papérs were
in error in saying last night that Messrs.
Meighen, MacKay, Reford and Fyshe
brought about the deal, which has given
the impression that I got the “freeze.”
The faots are, they never knew a deal was
on until I handed over control of the
board to the purchasers on Monday.

i (Signed) D. RUSSELL.

BUFFALD BILL LOSES
HS DNORCE SUIT

Sheridan, Wryo., /March 23— “Buffalo
Bill” (Colonel William ¥. Cody), today
lost his euit for divorce from Louisa Cody,
Judge R. H. Scott, of the District court,
deciding that charges of attempts on the
part of Mrs, Cody to poison her husband
and other allegations had not been prov-
ed.

Judge Scott asserted that the testimony
showed that Mrs. Cody had always been a
good mother and a fond and indulgent
wife. ‘The court found entirely in favor
of the defendant, Mrs. Cody.

PREDICTS ANOTHER )
KIMBERLEY IN
NORTH ONTARIO

Ottawa, March 23—(Special)—There
is likely to be another Kimberley north
of the great lakes, said Dr. Ami, of the
geological survey, today.

Dr. Ami is convinced that diamond
wealth lies hidden in Canada some-
where between the great lakes and
Hudson Bay.

“All surveying parties and explorers
in the northern part of Ontario,” he
says, “should be on the look out for
everything that will show where dia-
monds are to be found in place.”

‘

LINEVITCH'S ARMY
IN SERIOUS STRAITS

D e e s

, kv FLEMMING
EAES HIS MIND

Opposition Financial Critic Ex-
cels Himself in Budget
‘Debate

NOTHING SUITS HIM

e e

Finds Fault About Goverment's Efforts
to Uphold Provincial Rights—Says
Developement of Grand Falls Water
Power is Nothing to Boast of—He
Occupied Both Sessions of ‘House
Yesterday. '

Fredericton, March 22—The house met
at 3 o'clock. .

The house went into cpmmittee on bills,
Mr. McLatchey in the/ chair. .

. Hartt explained the bill author-
to issue debentures.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie said that bills of this
kind should be referred to the board of
education and get their approval. He in-
tended to introduce a bill which would
enable the chief superintendent of educa-’
tion to give authority to issue debentures
and which would cover such cases ag this
and progress was reponted.

P Mr. Hartt explained the bill relating
to the town of St. Andrews which is to
give authority to issue debentures of $10,-
000 for an electric light plant and $5,000
to bonus mew industries. The Dill was
agreed to. \

Mr. Flemming.

Upoh the order of the day being called,
Mr. Flemming said: I do not propose to
detain the house at any great. length, as
the subject of -provincial finances have
been pretty fully discussed in this house
and before the country!

All through this session, from the open-
ing day to the present, we have heard a
great deal about the Grand [Falls water
power and about the grand things that
were to be accomplished there. We also
have much boasting from members of the
government because a company which has
been given valuable privileges at Grand
Falls deposited in the provincial treasury
the sum of $50,000 as evidence of their
good faith, and one would suppose that
the premier and attorney-general think this
a source of revenue, while as a matter of
fact this sum has merely been deposited
with the government and will have to be
returned.

I think that it was a very wise provis-
ion that -the government required this evi-
dence of good faith from the company
given this valuable franchise, but I do not
regard the sum they have deposited as a
provincial source of revenue. I will be
very glad to see this enterprise go on, and
hope to see all the glowing expectations
held regarding it more than fulfilled.

Consolidated Schools.

I wish to refer to. the school question,
a matter in which the whole province 18
deeply interested. I ‘have been much
taken with the figures presented in connec-
tion with the consolidated school at Kings-
ton, where we are told the enrollment has
increased very largely over what it was
at the small separated schools, and the
attendance has increased eighty per cent.
If it can be shown that a child can be
conveyed from the small districts to a
central school at a small additional ex-
penditure then the system of consolidated
schools should be pretty generally extend-
ed in our province. But while much is
needed in the way of educational facilities
we have statements of the premier that
$9,000 less was expended on the public
schools of the province last year than in
the previous year. That it not a credit-
able showing. It is explained that the
decreased expenditure was due to so many,
some 400, country schools being closed,
which means that in 400 country districts
the privileges of education were denied to
children who need and should have them.

The Central Railway.

We find that the sum of $30,000 was ad-
vanced to the Central railway last year
upon the representation, which the attor-
ney-general says is a certainty, that the
road will be taken over by the G. I’ P.
Probably the attorney-general is just as
certain of that as he was that the repre-
sentation case ‘would be referred to the
courts in May last. 1t was made a pro-
vision of guaranteeing the bonds of the
New Brunswick Coal & Railway Company
that the road would be built and in opera-
tion before the guarantee was made, and
that mining plants should be installed,
capable of raising large quantities of coal
each day. ¥t would have been well to have
adhered to those restrictions. One amend-
ment was asked of the house which seem-
ed quite reasonable, and that was that one-
half the sum might be paid when one-half
the road was built, but last year this gov-
ernment got authority to guarantee the
full amount of the bonds before any or at
least only a small portion of the road was
built, and the province finds itself in thas
position with the bonds guaranteed and
sold and the money gone, and no railway
from (Chipman to Fredericton, and no ex-
tensive mining plants producing immense

(Continued op pége 3, fourth column.)

izing the school trustees of St. Andrews |

'Oyama Likely to En-
velop It

Appeal Sent to Czar for 200,-
000 Reinforcements - Be-.
lief Grows That Baokers
Will Force Russia to Seek
Peace---Japan Floats $150,-
000,000 Loan in London
and New York. :

St. Petersburg, March 24, 145 a. m.—
The possibility that if the Russian army
should be unable to hold the lower line
of the Sungari river at Chunchiatsu, it
may be compelled to retreat not only to
Harbin but also further westward along
the railway, abandoming to the Japn.n"e'u‘
northern Manchuria and ithe Rnoai:h:
maritime Amur 'provinces, ‘is fthe latest:
startling news from the front. ;

The strategic weakenesg of General Line-
vitch’s position as he falls back northward
is made clear by a Gunshu despatch to
the Associated Press in which it is point-
ed out that untess Chuhchiateu and Sun-
gari lines, a scant hundred miles beldw
Harbin, can be heid, it will be difficult
to maintain a position farther back be-
fore Harbin, where, with the front of the.
army paralleling the railway, the prdc-
ticability of a turning movement to com-
pletely sever communications and isolate
the army, 6,000 miles from home, is tbo
serious for Russian consideration. ;

In view of this possibility, the Mt‘:h‘
alluded to, suggests the advisability ofy
immediately providing Vladivostok with
war munitions and supplies for a two.
years’ siege. The corvespondent estitates
the number of reinforcements .nnednd {0
give General Lineviteh the reguisite su-
periority in force at. 200,000 { G

That such a despatch should have been:
permitted to pass the censor at the front
is significant; and if General Linevitch
has communicated a similar estimate of
the situation direct to Emperor Nicholas
it may account for his majesty’s increased
disposition to listento peace counsels’ and
open megotiations before the Japanese es-
tablish themselves on Russian soil.

It can now be definitely stated that the
decision to appoint Grand Duke Nicholas
Nicholavitch to the supréme command im
the Far East was reconsidered because
the outlook at the front does not wzfmnt
the risk of compromising the prestige of
a member of the imperial family.

Military authorities here believe that
unless General Linevitch is sure of his
ability to hold the lower Sungari line he
will risk his whole army if he fortifies
and concentrates there. e

Meanwhile Russian reinforcements are
arriving at Harbin at the rate of . 1,200
men per day. Nevertheless, it is signifi-
cant that there is mow a well mgrlged
peace party at the war office. :

Japs at Turning Movement Again

Gunshu Pass, March 23—General Line-
vitch, the new commander in chief of the
army, today received the members of his
staft.

Reports persist of Japanese furning
movements on both flanks of the Ruesian
army. (Chinese state that the Japanese
have recruited many Chinese bandite and
that probably they are mow able to count
a superiority in cavalry as well as in in-
fantry.

The branch of the Russo-Chinese bank
has removed from Kirin to Harbin after
an attack on the bank office, in which two
of the guards were wounded with cobble-
stones.

Captured Japanese report that a terrible
affray took place in the streets of Mukden
on March 10, when e big detachment of
Russians, the last to leave the city, were
entrapped by Chinese bandits and a few
Japanese soldiers, who closed the city
gates and blocked the narrow streets. Ac-
cording to the report, which is not con-
firmed, not a Russian escaped.

Field Marshall Oyama has communicated
to General Linevitch the news that the
entire Russian medical staff which remain-
ed in Mukden after the evacuation, is un-
injured and well.

Women Ordered from Vladi-
vostok.
St. Petersburg, March 23—It is announc.
ed herelthat all the women have been or-
dered to leave Vladivostock.

Japan Floats 8150,000,000
Loan.

New York, March 23—Negotiations for
a Japanese government loan for $150,000,-
000 have been successfully concluded i
London. Kuhn Loeb & Co., of this cityy
who will share in the loan, made the .afi-
nouncement this afternoon. :

The loan will bear interest at 43 pér
cent. and will be secured by a first mort-
gage on the tobacco monopoly. One half
of the entire loan will be taken in thig
country. Kuhn, Loeb & Co. will manage
an American syndicate with the assistancs
of the National City Bank. the Nis
tional Bank of Commerce., e terms of
maturity of the new loan has mot yet been
disclosed nor has the subscription prics,
but it is understood that Japan has beem
given better berms than in he previous
iwa loatsy ;
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