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_ September 6, 1899,

school which enforces it, and gives them the opportun-
ity of gaining the most knowledge,

Your committee would suggest that age be adopted as
the basis for grading by all our schools, and as far as
possible scholars of the same age be graded. together.

The plan as outlined in the MESSENGER AND VISITOR
may be adopted, or the names of departments may be
changed, and the division of ages may be different, as
the interests of the individual Schools may require.

MESSENGER. AND VISITOR. (553)\"5

however, a new interest seems to have been awakened ; During Bre. Freeman's pastorate several n!xporunt
and a number of persops expressed a desire to be formed changes o€curred.. Al\?emhers. of the chnrch. rqul:ng :t
into a churéh connected with the Nova Scotia Asso- Cape Wolfe and vicinity ol)\n{ned letters of dismission ‘o
ciation. This desire was carried into effect in the follow- form a separate orgnniutio‘n in !hlg part 0’. the Illl:: .
ing year, 1826, when two other missionaries visited the A still larger number residing at Summerside were hl—
province. Rev. Joseph Crandall, the veteran founder of missed to form a distinct chur.ch in thnt\ l.ownA A::ol‘ er
the Baptist church at Sackville, New Brunswick, came detachment of brethren and sisters, residing at (—;:l“‘
to Bedeque in September, 1826, and labored with much dish also formed themselyes into a self governing y.

With regard to supplemental lessons, your committee
recommend that the plan outlined by the committee in
the MESSENGER AND VISITOR be adopted by all our

" schools. - As a stimulus to study, your committee would

examinations in the supplemental lessons

and diplomas awarded to all ful candidates,
The plan of grading and names of books containi

accep among the people. Turing this visit he bap- In view of these fncts.it is not. difficult to understand
tized three persons. A few weeks Jater Rev, Theodore why Bed'e(?ue church is ‘numem.:.lly so‘snmlL l:o hbnel
Seth Harding,of Horton, came tothisplace and preached PSS MR (60 80T SR b S iie o Canads and
with great power. In the latter part of October he . ype ynited States. It has serit presidents to colleges,
gathered the brethren and sisters together and in agree- missionaries to the foreign field, and pastors to other
ment with their own wishes organized them into the flocks. The record is an honorable one.

' i After spending about six years of faithful pastoral labor
Pulouns Agasciomch, e o ~°( 16 hind ik (e poiye here, Bm?cFreelgnn returned to Nova Scotia. His suc-
ince. Itincluded members residing at Tryon, and for

part of the supplemental lessons as outlined in th:
MESSENGER AND VISITOR can be obtained by applying to
the several members of committee.

Before closing their report, your committee wish to
call the attentioh of our schools to the work being
done by the “Home Department,” and urge all who

have not yet added this branch to their schools todo so
without delay,

The Home Department not only carries the Sunday
School to the home, but the influence is felt in the
School itself, and instead of being an added expense, as

many may suppose it is usually found to be a source of
revenue,

In closing we would urge upon all, pastors and people,
the necessity of giving to this great work the attention
which its importance demands, that our schools may
constantly manifest growth and progress and increase in
power for the salvation of souls and for the up-building
of stalwart Christian character,

In addition to the foregoing recommendation, and the
provisions for advanced work adopted by this Conven-
tion a year ago, your committee recommend thata
Superintendent of Home Department work be appointed
whose duty it shall be to foster and encourage the estab-
lishment of Home Departments of instruction in connec-
tion with all our.Sunday Schools, '

On behalf of Sunday School Committee on the Sunday
School.

T. S. SiMuMs.

J. D. FREEMAN.

EpwiNn D KiING,

CHAS. F. BAKER.
g R N

Historical Sermon

Preached by Rév. W, H. Warren, at a Roll-Call service
at Bedeque, P. E. Island, on Sunday, August 6, 1899.

‘* But call to remembrance the fogmer days.’” Heb.
10 : 32 b

The frequent review of past mercies has in all ages
been a marked feature in the devotional exercises of
God's people. Moses delighted in recounting the won-
derful deliverances of Israel from tyranny and danger ;
and Joshua grew eloquent in reviewing the glorious
victories he had witnessed. By the stone Ebenzer at
Mizpah Samuel rehearsed the mercies of Jehovah, and
gratefully inscribed upon the monument the cheerful
confession ‘‘ Hitherto has the Lord helped us.” The
psalms of David abound in such inspiring reviews, re-
minding God’s people of the multiplied blessings with
which a merciful Providence had graciously favored

, them., And when we {urn to the New Testament we find

Peter and Stephen and Paul making lengthy references
to the past and urging Christians in the words of our
text, to “‘call to remembrance the former days.”

Such reviews are well adapted to awaken gratitude in
our hearts to Him who has in all the ages been the
shelter and salvation of belivers ; and they tend to
stimulate us to press forward hopefully in our efforts to
promote His kingdom and glory on earth,

For this reason we have deemed it wise to refresh your
memories by a brief review of the rise and progress of
the Lord’s work in connection with the church and con-
gregation at Bedeque. The younger members will be
especially interested in learning something about the
circumstances under which the present organization was
formed, and the steps by which the good work has been
carried forward. Attheend of five years of pastoral
service among you, and at a service specially designed
for calling the roll of our members, this review of th
past seems to be particularly appropriate. 5

It is a matter of some gratification to us that this is
the oldest of the Prince Edward Island Baptist churches
connected with our Maritime Convention. About the

cessor was Dr. ]. B. McDonald, who was ordained in

many years the two sections formed one body. Tryon in 1870.  He proved to be a zealous and efficient
The little church was weak and scattered and had not under-shepherd ; and the church was much enla;g-‘d
the help of a settled pastor. But their meetings from ;::&g; l:l'zt““'é"';{l efforts. In 1873 he removed to
house to house were sustained with as much regularity Soon {ﬂer )l,i)iu date bretbren D. G. McDonald and J.
as conld reasonably be expected. An occasional mission- G, Schurman, now presidant of Cornell University, came
ary encouraged them to maintain their allegiance to the from Acadia College to spend their vacation in mission-

i ary effort in this community, Meetings of great interest
AR o alcine. S St SN, i v:zr: held for many weqks.ylu«l a large :ﬁ‘mber of souls
After a few years the first pastor took up his residence yere brought to {csuu Christ.. The church was materi-

among them. This was Rev. Charles Tupper, who came ally strengthened by these accessions; and the young
4som Amherst, in 1833, and spent one year in pastoral ev ngelists returned to college much cheered by the re-

labor at Bedeque and Tryon. Much benefit was derived E:g:rl:::dhg;"{heu matifestations of the Divine
from this watchcare, and many were added by baptism  fayor, the church, 1n Octaber, 1874, invited Rev. Alfred

to the church. But the field was found to be too wesk Chipman to th:(ru!orue. He promptly accepted the
financially to maintain a pastor ; and for many years ::ls‘ﬁl(;:i“:uterm‘:g:nslni;inir:l:vm}:xe\;:lcli:“ :;:n;::}r::
ey wele depePdeut uponile el “?ﬁ"d from mis- ing sprin, y.Bm. Clnpmp:n was aided by Rev. Joseph
sionaries WheVisited the Island from time to time. Many Murray of Summerside, and a gracious revival was en-
disadvantages arose from this state of affairs ; and the {0 ed, in the course of which a number of - persons r;!:ire
growth of the church was but slow and spasmodic. Bur to ‘"’“_‘:g ;'“0"'“‘“’ l‘“:lt:i-ut‘i:l?cih“ﬁ:.ia ’i‘;‘:"“(): rre’:
the Lord did not forget His little flock. They had many :::\rxee?e:ll?n \hg‘:::)zl:x:l:nil:y. ) :
cheering evidences of His presence and favor. The church was not hm’% without a shepherd. FEarly
Year followed year with but little chasge in the con- in 1879 Rev, B N. Archibald was called as spiritual
dition of things among our brethren. Days of sunshine leader. He proved to be a diligent and successful

. ivi ful attention to every department of
and days of shadow alternated in the experience of the m::l; ﬁlzr?‘" c?;; :a:foel‘lxowed ‘i)n 1381yby %.ev‘ i B
church ; and the silent messenger bore some of the little Lavers, who was sent by the Home Missionary Bon‘td to
band away to their eternal reward. By mutualjonsent supply the pulpits at Summerside and Bedeque, Some

nod work was done in seed-sowing and indoctrination.
ﬂ;‘e br:t?xre: . T”?" we’;:.uq;nmted inta tinct 8 Rev. I ]. Skinneér came to- this field in 1885, ﬁivm
CHGECD. M L Jeat 2O S CHEHE" Wox In t 00 oart of his time to Tryon. He was a good man and ful
account of any want of agreement or affection’ een  of the Holy Ghost, His preaching was earnest, tender
the two sections, but in order to facilitate the rk of and impressive, and many were led to: Chrigt under his
the Lord in both communities. Nor did the change pre- ministry, He was a judicious leader, a sincere friend

. 2 and a wise counsellor, He remained in the good work
vent the two churches from co.operating in religiohs nearly three yenrs, after which he gave all his time to
effort, or from being superintended by the same pastor. Tryon. 1

In the person of Rev, Alexander McDonald they found Rev, Joseph Cahill was now invited to become P“W;
8 good and zeslous pastor for several years, He was % Bedeque. With an easy and ‘plcumg m:ltlmel: an

4 ready wit he became quite t g 3
much beloved by the people, and his labors were blessed rtfcutarly, among mgu who were speciaily interested

in the bringirg of mery precicue sculs to Chiist, Afte in temperance wirk. Hes nt four years between Be-
his removal in 1846, the pulpits in Bedeque and Tryon deque and Summerside in e! elc,:we }erylce. ll‘Id 1}‘:‘83::
were supplied by different ministers, whose names are privilege to welcome a number of converts iato

: fellowship of the church. \
familiar to us all. Among these we may mention Rev, He was followed hykr. B. H. Bentley who occupied
Benjamin Scott, one of our early Island pastors ; Rev. the pulpits at Bedeque Summerside for about nine
John Shaw, pastor at Three Rivers, and Rev. Benjamin months. Atibeend of this time lhei two ckburcgea
Boulter, whose residence was at Tryon. “Their visits agreed by mutual consent to pursue their work under

rate pastors. N
were much appreciated, and additions to the church re- "?,‘, Julyl?‘x.‘k).‘. the church extended ‘_sgu to its present
sulted from their efforts. These supplies continued with tor, The events connected with the five years which

more or less regularity for seven or eight years. ave P‘"‘} sipce :h‘l d'gll_; lr‘:ol?: (l;!rﬂ;:t :i“n ;me;lﬁgmr:
A faithful pastor was called to the field in 1854, in the than a passing notice. e P g

. newing the place of worship was the first object of inter-
person of Rev. Malcolm Ross. He had previously filled est_ Already thecontract had been given, and the work

the position of under shepherd at North River, where of irs went forward speedily.  In due time the old
his name is still held in great veneration. For abonit lace underwent a complete change, and its comfort and

e peauty have been a source of great satisfaction to the
five yeara he hbored. diligently and successfully at friends ever since, The years have stolen quietly nwn{.
Bedeque and Tryon, building up the brethren in sound Congregations have come and gone. De:ath has silently

doctrine, and welcoming many accessionis to the family visited our homes and borne away many of our gumberl.
of believers. Few men were more highly esteemed for But we are here loday to record the Lord's mercies, and

s . it t keeping God. O

their works’ sake th?n this sainted minister ; and his ::n‘t:“‘:;::u:o;f:;le:si:l:g-{z::r"e:] Weeeg:'lemgmteful m::
name today is mentioned by all denominations with - the Lord has not forsaken us. His blessing has not been
affectionate respect. The church wal’onond in baving withheld, An emergetic Aid nucie!{ bas all through
all these worthy servants of the Lord. as helpers in these years perseveringly carried on its work in behalf

A f missions. y A little band of young people have
religions work, They have all entered into their heaven- gone quietly along in the study u? sacred litera-
ly rest ; but their works follow them. Being dead they ture :n% of missionary history. Our Sunday Schools

yet have been sustained with a fair degree of interest. Best

k. .
A : of all the Lord has of late granted us a season of refresh-
D.“Q:‘;‘me four following years the pulpit at Bedeque ing, and we have been che?:rtd in seeing twenty hopeful

was regularly supplied by different preachers. Rev. converts putting on Christ and uniting with our church,
William Dobson performed the duties of pastor for a year He who said, ‘‘In due time ye shall reap if ye faint not,"”
or two with much acceptance. Among other importsht has fulfilled His blessed Emmi-e in our experience, and

& we have reason to '‘thank God and take courage."
changes which marked this period we may note that the So far as it is ible to be ascertained from the in-
old meetiug house which stood on the east sie of the complete records of the church, we learn that sbout

highway was disposed of and a new house of worship ﬁ!mfh“ndfbtg lﬂ(doﬁfﬁ{ l“mcl: hl‘;lﬁ hc‘ﬂl Cnﬂ;"ﬁl in the

erected. The new Befhel was a commodious building list of members - Of these, three hundred and ten were
esent © 3 i

and it reniained until the predent beautiful ptructure took added by baptism, the remainder having been received

commencement of the present century Bedeque b
a community of some importance, and many intelligent
and worthy settlers had formed for themselves comfort-
able homed®ind productive farms. Among these were a
few Baptists who came hither from New Brunswick, the
v ble Isaac Bradshaw being of that number, About
the same time Elder Alex. Crawford, an earnest Scotch

on ence or by letter. About one hundred have
its place. away to the better land. In quiet spots here and
The Lord also blessed the little churches comprising there in our little places of burial their names may be

b seen inscribed on mossy tombstones ; but their Shappy
this pastorate when he sent Rev. Maynard Freeman to irits have entered into the blissful rest of God’s ¢ e‘:r
lead them in spiritual things. Coming hither as a student children.
from #vadia College, Bro, Freeman made so favorable an The resident me;lnbers n\;mber one hundred, n:d about

ressi 4 twenty of our brethren aund sisters reside in other com-
Inap a on by his kindly disposition sod plain, enruest munities, not yet having taken letters of dismission.

Baptist preacher, visited the o« ity and preached
the word of life with a good degree of success, He re-
sided in the vicinity of Tryon for some years and
gathered together a number of the followers of Christ.
When Rev. Charles Tupper came to the Island as a
missionary, in 1825 he met this worthy pioneer whom he
describes as a ‘‘very pious and exemplary man.” The
congregations which had been formed appear to have
become somewhat disorganived with but little prospects
of improvement. As a resultof the missiomary's visit,

¢
»

P g, that the brethren at once decided to call it Ope has within a few days crossed over to the heavenly
as their pastor. He accepted the call in 1863, in which city ; others of us will follow in due time, Many of the
year he was ordained to the work of his life.  His efforts forms of those who have been present at this meem;{

oll-

will be quietly sleeping in the dust when the next R
18 bellding “p.z‘” Sy owneq of God and abundently call service nl{lll bShe d in this place But a more im-
blessed. Verymany converts ‘were welcothed by him t roll-call will take place hy and by. All nations

into ther church, and a period of marked prosperity ‘ol- and kindreds and tribes will be there.  On which side
lowed his coming. Suvday Sthool work was carried on shall we appear when the Jlndges SItmlll call S‘x“t names?
with regularity and efficiency ; the prayer meetings were May a loving Sayiour help us so to live as that we may

his blessed lips the j s welcome, "‘Come
well attended and interesting, and a very %gi0g  ye blessed of my Map;'m;{oxyfe“ prepared
spirit of brotherly love prevailed among the peopl n;un_uwum "




