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TAXA

toxation commiittco of the
d of trade has submitted & re-
t, which is supplemented by a
aable statement by Mr. W. M.
is, dealing with she whole ques-
of taxes, but especially with the
on personal property. 1t is point+
gt clearly that an equitable sys-
\of taxation om personial proper-
§ impoesible. It is. true, some
o insist that there should be a
0 property os well as & real
te tox, and that a gsod-deal of
ty surrounds —any .’-?trf‘?“_‘?" to
e a satisiactory systein which
id not tidke some account of per-
‘ property. The .assessment
on fievertheless will find the
of trade committee's argu-
d “expresstons of opinion
Doubtless the board of
will meet and discuss the re-
of its committee. There will of
rso be diversity of opinion, but
:mdi‘e exhaustively the subject is
sjideted the more likelihood there
be of the commission arriving at
are equitable system of taxation.
hat the city must
Itv is
present ascessment
is not -cquitable. No amount of
ng wilt make it satistactory.
of full and free @iscussion and
sful study and comparison a new
pettor system must be devised.
e taxpayers should rcad the
d of trade committee’s report,
h appears in today’'s Times, and
sive it carcful consideration. They
hould also give expression to their
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INDEPENDENCE AND UNITY.

#The first parliamentary gun for
independence  of Canada under
old crown was fired this weeck by

. W. F. Maclean,” writes the Ot-
wa correspondent of an American
The words of Mr. McLean,

lle, presumably a rational being,
i could be trusted to see that no onc of
his auxiliary Kkingdoms—to use Sir
' john Macdonald’'s phrase—made 2
deal that would be injurious to any
other. 'The ramifications of agrec-
nients between the independent Brit-
ish kingdoms, and the huge republic,
and everyone of these with all the
other civilized Powers, would sutely
tend to consovlidate in peace the en-
tire world.

‘| 1t is true that a permancnt, advis-
{ory, commeon council, or conference
on generak interests would be neces-
sary. Ie there one reason why repre-
E_sit 1 at that great round table of
| independent pewers? More and more,
‘as the big brother grew mightier and
{wealthier, he would ba deferred to.
|Thus, gradually, kindly, happily, the
{hegemony of the race might passi to

%wherq it cannot but gét somehow, in

l¢ourse of the next generation or two.
| Barly decentralization of the empire
lwould seem the best way to accom-
|plish that devolution of precedenc®
{without danger that it may arrive
i through race-disruption, and blood,
and tears, and an inunense calawnity
tov raankind. Consolidation of the
race is surely the paramount interest,
the true ideal. 1i Canada go soon
resolutely to independence under the
crown her statesmen may bring to
formation the galaxy of Britieh inde-
pendent kingdomis, and- so lead to the
' only race union that could steady the
world.

There is no pressing demand in
Canada at tha present ‘time for a
greater degree of antonomy than the
country really possessecs. Doubtless
the time will come when Canada will
choose her own govmnor-gcneral, and
enjoy other powers the lack of which
at present do mnot cause the people
to lose any sleep.

Put in the course of the changes
that may come, the man to avoid is
the man with a cut and dried scheme.
Present conditions are satisfactory,
and suiteéd to the needs o6f the time.
They have been evolved in the pro-
grosg of, time around one central
idea—unity of the empire. Men able
to meet the changing conditions have
never been lacking, nor will they be
found wanting in the future. Not by
radical ehanges, hut by gradual de-
velopment will +h¢ problem of inter-
imperial relations be solved. Not

reater independence, but greater un-

i

oh this writtr thus interprets. ity is the tendency of tha times.

¢ as follows:—

hon we speak
onomy for the northwest

o1 reminded that  there i8
omething to be said of the need of
ater’ autonomy for the dominion.
time has come when the bounds
our powers as a country should be
dened. I am not afraid of the fu-
, and the problems it will pre-
+ for solution. I am not afraid
« say that Canada should be more
tonamous than shq is today. I am
't afraid to say that the time will
~zome for  the disappearance of the
' “overnor general, when Canada will
an independent state under the
wn, of Great Britain, and when the
‘parliament of Canada will make the
5..stitution of Canada instead of that
being made on the other
e of the water. Xam not afraid to
v that I hope to see the day when
ourt will be our court of
ﬁ a T am not afraid to say
at T hope to see the day when Can-
will, make her own commercial
ties under the crown. Questions
like this should claim some of the
1 ‘of the members of this house.
fention has been made here today of
ur imperial relations, and I believe
proposal will be brought before
house dealing with that subject.
My ideas are somewhat, different from
_ some 1 see in the press. 'The trend
ght, as I read the signs
is in the direction of
British empire made

of ~ “increased

establishing a

up of free and independent states un-.

der the crown of England, and work-
* ingy not through a great imperial
__egouncil, but through negotiations be-
* ¢ween the governments of these {free
and independent states.
This  leads the American corres-
~ pondent to indulge in a dream of the
: future. Assuming thab cach colony
‘has secured complete autonomy or
2 fﬂdepéndcnoe under; King Edward, he
| saysi— :

' ' " WHat a monarch, what an empire

might. the world then see, and re-
joice o behold, at least the commer-
cial, = liberty-loving, non-predatory

. world.

. Qanada and Australia and New Zea-

S la under the crown jmplies the

; u .independenee -of Ireland.

ot Great Britain, king of Ireland,

4 king of Canada, king. of Australia,
king of New Zealand, kirig of South
Africa, emperor of all the British do-

_ minions! Before

tle his majesty’s present holding
~ sounts. rather smalle. ...

. 'Next to getting his various king-
doms into shape to defend their in-
‘dividual holdings, and to contribute
at their own sole will, as auxiliaries
‘or co-operators to all sorts of peace-
ful and warlike movements for the
common empire, that plain but pro-

oted American might reasonably

¢ to improve the natural and
other relations of the empire o the
at republic of the blood. Could

- he fail to perceive that each or all
of the equally independent kingdoms
under his sovereignty would be free
to negotiate with the big republican

. prother? A world-wide round table

would thus have been created for the

English-speaking peoples. Also, if

any two of thera desired a little dick-

er by themselves,

‘temporarily at a side table. Brother

Jonathan and Father Bull could fix

up their mutual jnterests, wholly un-

emharrassed by the British cabinet’s
present need to think of tha feelings

.ol a ‘lot of dependencies that are

tetchy ‘simply heeause inferier and

suhordinate. ach scpatate council

of the British emperor would be sim- -

flarly free to dicker and deal with
_the big brother; Over all of the
#ritish  kingdoms would be the one

ch, his inerests and dignity

Of ‘course the independence of |

King |

80 “trémendous a |

the two could sit|

SENATE AND PRESIDENT.

The United States genate is of
opinion tha# President Roosevelt is
assuming the rolé of a dictator. At
least many of its members resent the
president’s action with regard to San
Pomingo. He has announced without
consulting the senate that the United
States will administer the customs,
pay the bills and guarante¢ the in-
tegrity of the island republic. The
_official statement will be found else-

where in this paper.

The senators are of opinion
the president cannot, without con-
sent of the senate, make an agree-
ment guaranteeiug the integrity of a
foreign country. They hold this to
'be their perogative, and unless it
can be shown that ' a satisfactory
treaty has been made with San Do-
| mingo, and they are willing to rati-
|fy the same,  there is likely to be
'some very keen criticism of the presi-
| dent.

‘ On Monday Senator Bacon intro-~
{duced a resolution by which the
president is respectfully requested,
with the public interest, to inform
the senate whether any agreement
‘has been made between tha United

|gtates and the republic of San Do-.

smingo; and, if so, thei nature and
terms of said agreement; and parti-
cularly whether -any agreement has
been made by which this government
undertakes to guarantee the integ-
rity of the territory or government
of the republic of San Domingo; and
whether, under said agreement the

'govemment assumes any responsibil- |

ity or obligation, pecuniary or
otherwise, to the republic of San
Domingo or to any other government
'in behalf or on account of said re-
‘public of San Domingo.”

‘ After some debate these resdlutions
iwere referred to the foreign relations
committee. Discussing the matter a
!Washington despatch says:

l «The right of the executivebranch
'to negotiate protocols, it is aseserted,
Ecannot be strained into covering
’_agrcements of o lasting character,
for which the approval of the senate
is not sought. Republican senators
gencrally approve whatt the adminis-
tration has done in San Domingo as
a scheme of settlement, but they
are little behind the Democratic sena~
tors in thinking the Senate should be
consulted before such an arrange-
ment goes into full force. This is
likely to complicate action on the ar-
bitration treatics, where the houndar-
ies of exccutive and senatorial re-
;sponsibility have also been a subject
of dispute. If this method of adjust-
1ing the Dominican trouble is not
| checked by the Secnate, it is argued
be
! in the same way, thus side-
i tracking the Senate.”’

! It 1inay be taken for granted that
ithe president will bave his way, and
ithat the United States will gain 2
jgrip on Santo Domingo which will
.not be relaxed,

‘that Venezuelan affairs will soon
treated

L e e e
; The gor and intelligence with
| which the city council grasps the
| gituation continues to excif~ wonder

pride and care off .n:tmd admiration.

| sentatives of the republic ghould not '

JAPS HAVE LOST
NINE WARSHIPS.

The Blockade and Fighting
Off Port Arthur Was Very
Costly.

Exchange.)

By way of encouraging a young of-
Geer chafing at guard services Nelson
once remarked that
fight the Nile six times over than to
keep on station all winter in the
blockade.’’ In the case of Togo’s
fleet it has been the experience also
that to watch and to ward before
| Port Arthur is more fraught with
| jeopardy than actual battle. Out of
the nine vessels (fighting vessels, not
|transports) the loss of which tho
governiment acknowledges, eight were
| plown up by mines, fixed or drifting.
| (The supreme loss of the Russians,
that of the Petropavlosk, with the ex-
cellent Ad’l Makarofi aboard, likewise
came by mcans of a Russian mine.)
| 1n the east, and in Japan itself, the
extent of the losses of the Japanecse
navy are not popularly known, and
s it may be the same at home, their
i1ist is here written out:
| Destroyed by mines: :
| First-class linc-of-battle ship Hats-
iuse, 15,000 tons.
| First-class linc-of-battle ship Yas-
hima 15,000 tons.

Coast defence ship Helyen,
tons.

Protected
tons.

2,250

cruiser Sel Yen,

Unprotected cruiser Miyaiko, 1,800
|even if the di~turbances arc quelled

tons.

| Unprotected cruiser Kiamon, 1,360
“tons.

. Torpedo boat No. 3G.

| Torpedo boat No. 48.

With the protected cruiser
4,180 tons,
Japanese naval
fore, been reduced
fighting vessels. Official admission in-
cludes as being out of the combat for
the present, the first-class line-of-
battle ship Asahi, 15,000 tons; the
protected _cruiser Chiyoda, 2,450
tons; the destroyer Hanname, 275.
tons. Injured = by econtact with Rus-
sian mines, these are not yet repair-
ed, and probably cannot be before
spring. Eleven Japancse vessels, then
are known certainly to have been put
out of service, temporarily or per-
manently, by agency eor submarine
mines distributed about the sea ap-
proaches to Port Arthur.

In men, the Japanese navy has sui-
fered a loss of 2, 162 in killed and
wounded, and of those no fewer thao
1,400 were killed or wounded by the
same indirect warfare. Only 546 of
theecasualties resulted from actual
battle; and 216 were due to the ac-
cident of onc ship by another. De-
tails given by the War Office show
that the deaths and disablements due
to fighting were 72 in "the engage-
ment outside Port Arthur on Feb-
ruary 9; 226 in that of August 10;
124 in that of Tsushima Straits; 14
in the landing work in Kinchow Bay
on August 14; dand 94 in scouting
operations.. No casualties are publish«
ed as having taken place in June,
when the Russian fleet issued forth,
turned back, and lay under the forts
till dawn, while an uninterrupted
procession of torpedo-boats circled
close and launched torpedoes at them;
and none are yet announced here as

strength has, there-

the Sevastopol.
| Some
!south to harass the Baltic fleet, and
yet Togo's fleet was not deprived of
its fighting force. It was managed in
‘this way: A few old coast-defence
!vessels, which carry oné or two
heavy guns fore and aft, wete d
|tached; a cruiser or two on duty at
China and at Formosa were added;
'the Hongkong Maru and the_America
Maru, 17-knot ships of the Japanese
passenger line to San Francisco,
were suddenly stopped on their in-
| tended runs, a naval crew put aboard
| with an abundance of coal, and nine
Ethree-inch guns, and dispatched to
{join the Harasing squadron, which

leral torpedo boat
'and two colliers.
ezvous
south.

This Harassing squadron was to
have been in time to intercept that
part of the Baltic flect which, coming
through Suez, was to asseinble
at Madagascar, with the part that
rounded the Cape of Good Hope. Just
below the Philippines in the Sulu Sea
there is a matchless battle-ground
not touched by cold. Waters are calm
and flat as an artificial park pond—
they are the waters where the United
States steamship Wisconsin made the
{world’s record for gun practice. A-
mong the {slands are refuge waters
‘absolutely quiet, retired, whence tor-
ipedo-boats could dart on errands
|with every circumstance favoring.
They could drift among their squad-
ron of old-fashioned coast defenders,
new converted cruisers, and strike at
any enemy happening along,

P e et

s, a mother ship,’”’
They were to rend-
at Formosa and proceed

l

WALL STREET MYSTERY.

|" Edwin Lefevre has just begun a
{tantalizing mystery serial in the Feb-
lruary McClure’s. Scene, the realm
{of high finance—a field particularly
linteresting just now, and one that
| Mr. Lefevre knows accurately, as evi-
donced by his penetrating ‘‘Wall
|Strect Stories.”

| The Golden Flood’’ this scrial is
called. It shows the president of the
greatest New York bank, and the
richest man in the world, who get
'worked up to a lather of apprehen-
{gion by a very quiet young man. His
iunusual operations with Assay Office
{gold checks cause the excitement. The
| president and the richest mani don’t
|know what he's up to—and neither
| docs the reader.

i Keen knowledge of the intimate
ipsychology of Wall Street leaders
makes this story unusually taking—
|and it’s such an astonishing puzzle!

1
1 ——~

L
IN TELEGRAPHIC AND GENER- | more likely than that the soldiers

| AL NEWS THE TIMES LEADS.
|

2,850 !
| are forced to do is the great crime of

!

it was ‘‘casier to|thousands of brave

|
g

|

|

|
|

Yoshino, | and
sunk through collision, c

at least by nine 5tol,
matic Corps, whu is well acquainted
with Russian
London:

knowledge, and it looks as though it

Government

rioters have not been
that the Czar finds he can no longef

and ‘those who have
march of events in

sible that the beginning of the end of
autocracy in Russia is at hand.

save the Romanofi dynasity.
wmay be some man strong enough
meet the situation and postporne  for

Franco by ‘the revohition, and in

that occuring from the late torpedoing of | ...¢q Ameong the Nihilists end 8
. a o-

L ‘cialists there are, powerful thinkers,
40 vesscls had been sent‘but i id 8

|

= “the head of affairs.

«jf, in his judgment not incompatible | oo nwhile had been enlarged by sev- imen, himself mount the throne of

RUSSIA FACES
AWFUL CRISIS.

(Mail and Empire, Tuesday.)
Sunday saw the bloodiest rioting
in modern times at St. Petersburg.
Yesterday the revolt spread like &
wave. Will to-mmorrow . seé the long
expected Russian revolution ushored
in? So far as one at this distanco is

After Christmas Gard

FROM

W. Tremaine Gard.

Now that the holiday rusb is over, and
the business of that kind quieted down,
I find like most tradesmen quite a lot O

able to judge, it will not. Prophecy
is vain in such a terrible crisis, and |
tha thought is horrible that these |
lives have been |
in vain, but at the same;
time there is every reason to believe
that autocracy’s grasp upon the sit-1
uation will still hold after the smoke |
has cleared away. That it may be
shaken, and that it will onc day be
torn away and the present despotism
destroyed is cortain, but the time is
not yet. We must remember that it
is in Russeia that these huge, abor-
tive movements are afoot.

That this view is not popular must
be frecly admitted, and there are wise
meén who take & much more optimis-
tic view of the sitnation. Gorky, the
noted author, belicves that the hour
is at hand for the emancipation of
the Russian people. Tolstoil in  his
memorial to the Czar in 1901 said:
«“Again all Russian men are divided
into two conflicting camps, and arc
committing or preparing to commit
the greatest crimes. It is very pos=
gible that this time the distuibance
will be repressed, though it may also
happen that the soldiers and police,
upon whom the Government rests so
much hope, will scc that what they

sacrificed

fratricide and refuse to obey, but
at present, they cannot be stifled.
They will continue to spread in a
concealed fortn and sooner or later
will break out in increased violence
produce greater suffering and
rime.’’

In recalling this prophecy of Tol-
a loading member of the Diplo-
said

comditions, in

‘“Polstoi’s prophécy was made with

would be fulfilled now. The Russian
is facing the greatest
crisis in its history. From the ifact
that the steps taken to put down the
in the usual
Tussian manner, one is led to believe

depend upon his army. If this is true
watthed the
Russia closely
think it is, it is by no means impos-

It
will take the wisest statesmanship to
Thers
to

a timo the imevitable, but I doubt it.
The whole current of history mey be
changed in St. Petersburg within the
next few weeks, as it was changed if

England by Cromwell.”’

All depends now upon the army. If
it remains true to ' the Czar, the
workingmen must fall. If it should
side with the revolutlonists, the fate
of Nicholas and his advisers is sealed
Dut by what would the autocracy be
replaced? By a military despotisem?
This seems likely. There is no strong
man among the revolting working=-
men, at least no man strong enough
to dominate such a situation as the
downfall of the autocracy would

unlikely that the army
would consent to the temporary en-
thronement of one of its hercditary
enemics. The present war with Ja-
pan makes it all the more neccessary
that a military makr should be at
These thoughts
are not the thoughts that would de-
ter any revolutionist or would indeed
occur to him while the fight was on;
but once it was over they would
force themselves to the front. 1Is it
at all improbable that the ‘“Man on
Hprseback" should place himseli at
the head of the army, and granting a
few reforms to appease the working-

the Romanofls? =
Undoubtedly the army is the key~
stone of the arch. ‘That it will give
way seems unlikely; but if it displays
no sympathy with the people it will
ag_reeably disappoint some high of-
ficials of the War Department. Not
!ong ago “confidential circulars were
issued to all division commanders,
impressing upon them the necessity
for closely watching the troops in
order  that they might not be led
astray by Socialist literature.
_ In these c¢irculars periodical exam-
inations not emnly of the luggage,but
also of the persons of all privates,
were enjoined. ‘‘Their boots are to
he taken off, as prohibited literature
may have been concealed in them,
and search shall be made ,under the
uniform, in pockets, etc., as well as
in various secret corners in the bar-
racks, as for instance, in the roofs,
in drawers, and in bags containing
dirty linen.”” Severe penalties were
ordgred upon all privates or officers
founhd with prohibited literature.

i

Leaves of absence were to be restrict-
ed, because privates ‘‘throng the
markets and roam about ‘the town.”’
where they may be corrupted. All
private letters were to be examined,
and no letters in Hebrew were allow-
ed under any circumstances. Jews
could go to synagogues only in
groups under the guard of sentries.
What effect the massacres of Sun-
day will have on the people or the
army we cannot determing. It may
simply drive the strikers to despera-
tion, and thus defeat its main pur-
pose. It may arousa in their slayers
a sudden horror, or a fierce lust for
more blood. Probably it will have
opposite effects on individuals, and
here we coine upon a not improbable
result. So soon as the army ceases
to be a unit, its strength is destroy-
ed. Divide the army into two fac-
tions and they may destroy each ot-
her while the revolutionists work
their will. That this may happen is

| and to get a move on th

LEFT OVERS, that are just as good
and as fashicnabie as what I have sold;

em NOW, I am
offering them at low prices and
heavy discounts to OLEAR THEM ouT
so if you or any of your friends want
bargains in WATOHRS, CLOCKS. JEW-
ELRY, SILVERWARE, MANICURE,
TOILET SETS. OPERA GLASSES, or
such articles, just call and see what I
can do for you, at

77 Charlotte St., near head of King
South Side.

W. Tremaine Gard.
Goldsmith,Jeweler and Opticlan.

very

It must be born in mind that there
are two classes in the army, radicale
ly different, though blended together
cfiectively by the protes§ of comrade-
ship and a common danger. There
arc the men who form the military
classgs, whose trade is war and but-
chery. The Cossacks are examples of
this class. Then there are those who
have been driven into ‘the service
against their will. There are thou-
sands of Finns and Poles, any of
whom would cheerfilly destroy the
Czar if he had a chance of escapo.
That among them these warring ele-
ments will concact a devil’s brew in
8t. Petersburg within the week is
the only certain prediction that can
he venlured.

RS e
AMBITIOUS CITIZENS.

Wellington H. Green, the Winter
street grocer has signified his inten-
tion of contesting Victoria ward in
the aldermanic elections, and an-
nounces that he will be & candidate.

John Edgecombe of Bdgecombe
and Chaisson, has issued a card ah-
nouncing himself as a candidate at
the coming civic elections in Prince
ward. :

O S——

“Want to get off again, do you?’’ roar-
ed the boss. “This will be the sixth
time you've been off this week., What's
the trouble now?'’ o

“] wunt to get my eyes examined,”’
sullenly replied the clerk.

“iWell, get ’em carefully examined, while
you're about it. You'll be looking for
work after Saturday night.”

the anﬂm
m‘ oniais in ﬂugﬂym‘w
t g:tmmey,t ok it fob
ey bac outed.
=el! dyuhts or EnMansoN,BaTes & Cow

Dr.Chase’s Ointment

To prove to thab
Chase Olntngbn 18 & oértail
and ute oure f

The 2 2
Popular Brands

SCOTCH WHISKIES

e- ARE ==

Buchanan’s
“Special Quality”

“ Black and White.”
Royal Insurance Co.

Of Liverpool, England.
TOTAL FUNDS

Over $60,000,000.
C. H. PETERS ® SONS, Manuf’rs.

J. SYONEY KAYE, |Men’s, . . . $1.35

Agent. :
8513 Prinde Was B¢, [ DOVE - - 1.00

st. John, N. B. Youths, ° 85

Established 1889-Telephone 826. | A Job Lot Men’s Shoe Packs in large

North End Fish Market,| sizs, 50¢. per pair.

§17 Main Street, St. John, N.B. .

sames ». quinn, Francis & Vaughan

pealer in all kinds of Fresh, Smoked,
19 King Street.

0 X
of

Moosehide
Moccasing

FOR SNOW SHOEING!

Men’s, ... $1.35
Women’s, . . 115
Boys’, -+ ... L15

0il Tan Shoe Packs,
or Larrigans,

L ] ®

and Boneless FISH. Oysters and
Clams.

WATCHES.

We have on hand 2 large stock of GOLD,
GOLD FILLED, SILVER and GUN METAL
WATCHES. Fine Swissand American movements.
These goods we fully guarantee, and you can get a
Watch from us that will give satisfaction.

FERGUSON @ PAGE, - KingSt.

:WWWW
JAMES V. RUSSELL, 8 1-2 Brussels Street.

A LARGE ASSORTMENT
Boots, Shoes and Rubbers
Men's Hand Made

900000000

AT LOWEST CASBH PRICES:
Kip Long Boots, $3.00.

&.

To Rise Every

Morning Fit to
Face
One Needs All One’s

the World

TALITY

B., says

in stating that |

ever used.
regulator.”

will turn their rifles upon the Czar.

!

|

ROVAL STANDARD FLOUR

OR BREAD.

WHOLESALE BY

NORTHRUP ® C0,, < & 23 and 24 South Whart.

A Cold or a Cough
is a severe handicap
and it spells

A\NGER

To Avoid, or Cure,
Seck the Best Remedy

George Philps

L. C. R. Ticket Agent and Exchange Broker, St. John, N.
«] was completely cured of influenza cold by a bottle
of Hawker's Tolu and Wild Cherry Balsam.”

H. A. MckKeown
Ex~yi. P.P.,

St. John, N. B., says: “I take great pleasure
have used Hawker's Tolu and Cherry Balsam

for the last eight years and consider it the best cough cure I
1 find Hawker's Liver Pills an excellent liver

Canadian Drug Co., Limited :

sole Proprietors

Si/. John, N. B.
£ ;




