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THE COXTHOL OF HOVINK TriiKHCILOSIS.

A Paper read before Section VII. of the luternational Congress on Tubercnlosii,
at Washington, DC, on October 1, 1908.

Mr PRK8IDE.Nr.-It w„ul,| !,. ,n(.,t uiiIk .-..ininK in un: fnllnwin^f |1». varin,,. (ii'*-
t.njr„Hho,i H[M.a„..r.s ,h,> l.avo takoi. ,,:,rl in th.> ,lis..MSHi,m. nf this (•„„(:,.•«-. nnd
esiK-cia ly at th.s lak> <!at« i„ tl>.. pro .lin^s, t., ...vup.v any k. ..t l,.„Kth of I in
lay.nff Mnrr a^ members the few i.l.as on ll... e.ntrol of iJovine Tul,er,M.lo«ls wlii.h
I have leen nl.le to pnt tORother in tlir limite.l i^mIo.I at ,nv .Ji^po-ul.

I oliserve that on the official pro^rrnunne itie siil.j....t a.MKiM.l to mr is the 'Control
oflJovme IuhereMl,.sis in Canada,' the last two v,.r,ls luuin;.' 1,., n a,!,|..l to the title
originally sent in by me.

I liave hut little to say on the contr.pl of h.ivine tuherr'ulosis in Cana.la inas-much as while in some district-, under municipal iiiid proviiu^al laws, .trorls are
being made to control the disease in dairy lienls supplying various (vtitres of popula-
tion, very little is now heinu' done l.y the fe.leral rov, rnmcnt through the Health of
Anunals Brnneh of the Der)arlment of iVriculture. which i-> in my chartrr.

Although for some years, nt a period prior to my assuminjr ofllce, a verv consider-
able amount of tasting with tuherculin upon the application of owners was carried
on, no appK^ciahle l.enefit was found to residt. and. n^^ a matter of fiu-f, we now con-
tno our,e ves to the testing of cattl... imported or exported for bn-cling purposes
those on the Experimental Farms, and a few other lierds which have heen plnce.l by
their owners under the direct control of our ofhcers.

We, however, m, the request of owiM'rs of cattle who desire them testd. supply
tuberculin free of charge to any reputable qualifie,! veteriuarv surf^eon, on c(.i lition
that he will send to the department the results of the te'^ts made hv him. on lai -

which we furnish for that purpose.
All cattle reacting to tuberculin in Canada, save those privately te^i-.i -,.

permanently earmarked by cutting a lar^e T out of the right ear.
I may aa well frankly state that the reason for this apparent inertia is thir -o

lar no satisfactory intelligent method of dealing with K.vine tuWTculosis ha* l-n
evolved and we deem it wiser, before taking action, to await the r(>su'ts of The inv.-
gallons now being conducted by veterinary scientists in various countr;..s, i„ th.
hope that some better way of dealing with the problem may be discovered.

Our knowledge of tuberculosis, the tuberculin test, and of their vagarl, ,, has all
along heen defective and incomplete and und.uibfedly is s.. to-dav, aiul when we hear
in mind the many legislative mistakes wliieli, owing to this lack of exact knowledge,
have l>eon made in the past, it must le admitted that caution is coiumendahle, and
that, before taking any definite departmental action involving the large interests
which are at stake in such a country as Canada, it is reasonable that we should ' look^
before we leap,' and guard, as far as may he, against the possibility of having to reee.le.
more or less ignominiously. from a i)osition once taken.

Many of our medical friends and some veterinarians whose zeal outruns their
discretion, advocate compulsory testing and the slaughter of all reacting animals.
At first sight, to men lacking practical expcrieu<-e and perhaps devoid of responsi-
bility, this policy may ai)iH'ar a very simple solution of the problem. That it is very
far fron beiuT so, however, nee U bu: litil(> denion-tr.ition to an audience of this
nature. All practical veterinary sanitarians, dealing in large matters, are, c ?n
without taking into consideration tlie oninfnl eviu ri,.iw.,. t^( «Vir,o,. ^o.,.« :»:„- ' .u- i.
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