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whether his ambition or his avarice have jufllcd

him out of the ftrait line of duty; or whether

that grand foe of the offices of adlive life, that

mafter-vice in men of bufincfs, a degenerate and

inglorious floth, has made him flag and langiiifli

in his courfe ? This is theobjed of our enquiry.

If our member's condud can bear this touch,

mark it for (teriing. He may have fallen i.ito

errors •, he mud have faults ; but our error is

greater, and our fault is radically ruinous to

ourfelves, if we do not bear, if we do not even

applaud, the whole compound and mixed mafs

of fuch a charader. Not to adl thus is folly ; I

had almoft faid it is impiety. He cenfures God,

who quarrels with the imperfedions of man.

, ^^^ Gentlemen, we muft not be peevifh with thofc

who ferve the people. For none will ferve us

whilft there is a court to ferve, but thofe who
are of a nice and jealous honour. They who
think every thing, in comparifon of that honour,

to be duft and alhes, will not bear to have ic

foiled and impaired by thofe, for whofe fake

they make a thoufand facrifices, to preferve it

immaculate "nd whole. We fhall either drive

fuch men from the public ftage, or we fhall

fend them to the court for proteftion ; where,

if they muft facrifice their reputation, they will

at leaft fecure their intereft. Depend upon it,

that the lovers of freedom will be free. None
will violate their confcience to pleafe us, in ord^r

afterwards to difcharge that confcience, which they
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