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the maritime ami commercial power of our

natural rival, as when vvc. bcg^n tlic laft

war, which was undcrta^^j and profcLUtcJ

entirely upon maritime and commercial

principles.
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In North x^mcrica, Indeed, our empire be-

came complcat. No pretence was left for

future claim or limitary difputes. We kept

Canada,* and added to it a vr(ltra<5t of ter-

ritory lying behind it and our ancient fet-

tlements, and extending to the river Miffi-

fCip'i, tlie boundaries of which territory were

clearly marked out and afcertained. And

thus we becarme poireflcd of a mighty

empire in the new world, comprehending

an immenfe extent of country, including

every various foil and climate, inexhauftible

in its refources, and which, in the exten-

five lakes and navigable rivers with v/hich

!

* Art. IV. ofthcDcfin. Treaty,

D 3, tU


